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THE CONSTITUTION AND 3Y-LAWS OF THE SFHEX CLUBi

COMSTITHTIOW

The name of this organization shall be the Sphex Club.
A H T I C L E I . N a m e .

A H T I C L E I I . O b j e c t .

The object of this club shall be, primarily, the intellectual and social
culture of its members and, secondarily, the encouragement of philanthropic,
educational and civic progress.

U
rRc-n KAcTTi-yt

A H T I C L E I I I . M e m b e r s h i p .

o r e m e r i t u s .(l) MembersMp shall be either'active

(2) The maximum limit of active membership shall be ^hirty (30^7^£
(3) A.ny member has the privilege of presenting to the Membership Committee

the name of any person for active membership. This committee may consider on its
own persons it considers suitable for membership.

(4) If such proposed person receives the unanimous approval of the committee,
his name shall then be presented to the club for election. The vote shall be by
s e c r e t b a l l o t , a n d t w o n e g a t i v e v o t e s s h a l l i n d i c a t e e x c l u s i o n ,

(5) No election of members shall be held 'unless previous notice of such
election shall have been given by the Secretary, in writing, to every member
o f t h e c l u b .

(6) Any active member of long service and advanced years, having made known
his desire to the Secretary, may, by amajority vote of the members present at any
regi^ar meeting, be made an emeritus member, continuing with all the privileges of
active memoersnip, out ires of me coligation to read papers, and to attend meetings
regularly; provided, however, that such emeritus member be not included within the
constitutional limit provided for active membership.

_ (7) The name of any member may be dropped by amajority of the total enrolled
membership voting affirmatively.

?

A R T I C L E T V . O f fi c e r s . ,

(1) The officers of this club shall be aPresident, aVice-President, a
S e c r e t a r y, a n d a Tr e a s u r e r.

(2) Election of officers shall be held annually at the second regular meeting
mthe__fa^l. Election shall be by ballot, and amajority of the votes cast shall
suffice for election. The President shall not be eligible to succeed himself.

' ' ~ r

(3) In the event of the death or resignation of any officer, the club shall
fill the vacancy for the unexpired term at its next regular meeting,
the manner p rescr ibed fo r the annua l e lec t ion .

p r o c e e d i n g i n

A H T I C L E V . C o m m i t t e e s .

(l) ■The following committees, consisting of three members each, shall be
appointed, by the President as soon after his election as possible:
Committee; (b) Program Committee.

(a) Membership

(2) It shall be the duty of the Membership Committee to consider for active
membership^all persons proposed by members and those names originating in the Com¬
mittee. If such person receives the unanimous approval of the Committee, the Com¬
mittee shall then notify the Secretary as to the date upon which it is proposed
t h a t t h e e l e c t i o n b e h e l d .

(over)
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(3) It shall be the duty of the Program Committee to seĉ ore the speaker and
make all other provisions for the .annual dinner, to assist the Secretary when^
requested in arrange.ments of programs of meetings, and to make all
visions for special meetings of any nature.

(4) It shall be the duty of the Secretary to .arrange -and publish to the
members the schedule of speakers for the regular club meetings for the year,̂ begin¬
ning in October, with the assistance of the Program Committee, as provided in
A r t i c l e V, S e c t i o n 3 a b o v e .

s o

n e c e s s a r y p r o -

A R T I C L E V I . A m e n d m e n t s .

All proposed changes in this Constitution shall be presented'"in writing to
the club for^discussion. Such proposed changes shall lie over until the following
regular meeting, at which time they may, if duly seconded, be adopted by amajority
vote of the members present.

B Y - L A W S

(1) The club shall meet, as far as practicable, once every two weeks, from
October 1st to May 15th, at such time and place as may, from time to time, be
d e s i g n a t e d ,

(2) The annual dues of active members shall be
necessary from ye-ar to year.

(3) If_any member̂ fails to pay such dues and other charges as may be properly
assessed against him, his name shall be automatically dropped from the roll of the
club sioc months after the end of the club year during which such indebtedness was
incurred; provided, that he shall have been twice previously reminded of this law
by the Secre ta ry o r Treasure r. .

(4) Any emeritus member may, upon his request, be reinstated as an active
member by majority vote of the members present at any meeting.

(5) Recognition of decease of members shall be asimple statement of fact
c o n c e r n i n g t h e m e m b e r.

(6) Notwithstanding the provisions above stated of these By-Laws, u
of members at any meeting may, by special resolution, provide for unusual
or conditions as may be deeded proper.

(7) All proposed changes in the By-Laws shall be presented in writing at any
regular meeting of the club and may be adopted by amajority of the members present.

such sum as may be found

t h e m a j o r i t y
, s i t u a t i o n s
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R e m a r k s m a d e b y D r. W i l l i a m I I . B a r n e y, P r e s i d e n t , o n A p r i l 1 5 , 111 H 2 ,
o n t h e o c c a s i o n o f t h e a n n u a l p u b l i c m e e t i n g h e l d a t t h e F i r s t P r e s b y t e r i a n
Church, l.yncliburci, Virginia. ! ,

t h e O c t o b e r 5 t h , o r 1 s t m e e t i n g , c o h s i s t o n l y o f a l i s t o f t h e c h a r t e r m e m b e r s .

The 2nd meeting was held at the home of Dr. Perrow and was devoted almost
ent i re ly to the adopt ion of aconst i tut ion. Because of the length of the business
meeting, the paper of ;the evening, scheduled for Dr. Martin, was postponed until
October 25th. This original paper by the Randolph-Hacon Professor of Chemistry
was titled, "Science as the Rationalizing Element of the Curriculum," and the
theme of this paper was that science was the major discipline which held together
the educational process, anotion which was rejected not very politely by some of
t h e o t h e r m e m b e r s .

For Sphex Club members the highl ight" of the year is the annual
meeting, at which time we have the honor of entertaj^ning our friends and
neighbors in the Lynchburg community. This year -1982 -the annual meeting
takes on added s ignificance, .Since i t is , coincidental ly, the 1000th
consecutive meeting of the club. And to us, this seems an appropriate time
1,0 take afew minutes to review the history of this unique organization.

A i h i s t o r i c a l s t u d y o f t h e S p h e x i s a t a s k m a d e e a s y b y t h e f a c t t h a t
the minutes of al l previous 999 mcetir igs'are preserved, intact, in the archives
of the dul l at Jones Memorial Library. Previous secretar ies, i t appears, have
been almost as diligent as is our present Recorder, Ray Williamson, in keeping
d e t a i l s a n d a c c u r a t e r e c o r d s .

The club meets every other Thursday from early fall until spring, averaging
about 15 meetings per year; and the format has always followed that of the original
meeting -that is the presentat ion by amember of apaper on asubject of his
c h o o s i n g w i t h a m p l e t i m e l e f t f o r d i s c u s s i o n b y o t h e r m e m b e r s . T h e c l u b a d h e r e s
to astr ict l imit of one hour and forty five minutes at each meeting.

T h r o u g h t h e y e a r s , t h e c l u b h a s m e t a t m a n y p l a c e s . F o r a l o n g t i m e , i t m e t
i n t h e o f fi c e o f t h e B o a r d o f H e . = i l t h ; l a t e r , i n t h e Y M C A . I t h a s m e t i n t h e h o m e s
and offices of members, in hospitals, at colleges and in recent years in the
c o r p o r a t e b o a r d r o o m o f o n e o f o u r m e m b e r s .

The idea of an annual meeting (or public meeting as It was first called)
w a s m e n t i o n e d i n t h e m i n u t e s s e v e r a l t i m e s i n t h e fi r s t f e w y e a r s . A n d fi n a l l y ,
the A3rd meeting on January 31, 1913 marked the institution of the annual occasion.
The meeting was held at the old Piedmont Club which stood at Tenth and Church
Streets and the speaker was Dr. Henry Lewis Smith, President of Wasliington &Lee
University, whose subject was, "A Worldwide Transformation." The minutes leave
to speculation what that transformation was, but they do report that in aildit ion
to Sphex Club members, there were.'22 guests present, many o^ whom joined in the
discussion. ' '

The club was organized on October 5, 1910. Just why the club was founded
i s n o t e n t i r e l y c l e a r . T h e c o n s t i t u t i o n , a d o p t e d l a t e r , s t a t e s t h a t " t h e o b j e c t
i s t o p r o m o t e t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d s o c i a l c u l t u r e o f I t s m e m b e r s a n d t o e n c o u r a g e
phi lanthropic.educat ional and civic progress in the community."

There has boon speculation, however, that the real reason for the club's
founding was to give tire academic community of Randolph-ITacon Woman's College
and the business and professional men of the city aforum on which they could
m e e t f o r t h e e x c h a n g e n f i n t e r e s t a n d i d e a s . T h e r e i s t h e i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t t h e
friendship between town and gown may not have been as warm in 1910 as it is today
and that the club attem|)ted to address that problem. This thought gains credibi l i ty
u p o n r e a d i n g t h e l i s t o f t h e e l e v e n f o u n d e r s o f t h e c l u b :

Dr. Henry Blackwell, Professor of English, R-M',C
D r. T. M o o d y C a m p b e l l , P r o f e s s o r o f G e r m a n , R - H U C
Mr. John C raddock , Bus inessman
D r . I I . W. D r e w, P h y s i c i a n
Hr. John G. llaytlie. Attorney ,
Dr. Clinton Kilby, Professor of Physics, R-MWC
M r . R . A . L o n g , A t t o r n e y
D r . F. W. M a r t i n , P r o f e s s o r o f C h e m i s t r y, R - M W C
D r . H o s b y G . P c r i - o w, D i r e c t o r o f P u b l i c H e a l t h
H r . E . S y d e n s t r i c k e r , E d i t o r o f t h e A d v a n c e
Mr. A. F. Thomas, Businessman and State Legislator

During the next year, 17 more itiembors ,were added, including more educators,
doctors, businessmen and others; and also including ajudge, an Episcopal bishop
and aPresbyterian minister. This l i rought the total membership to 28, only tvio
short of the const i tut ional l imi t of 30, which is mainta ined to th is day.

Although the club was organized on October 5th, the first formal meeting
was on October lllh, hut is nuinhered Meeting H2. The photocopy at each of your
places is of the minutes of that 2nd meeting. What Itake to be the minutes of

It was also reported that at that first annual meeting, dinner coiimienced at
9:30 p.rn. and that the paper and discussion followed. 1would suggest that the
hour of the meeting is very likely th’eonly thing which has changed in the 72 year
history of the Sphex, an item for which !suspect our speraco-.s are eternally
grateful. '

S ince that firs t publ ic meet ing, there have been, inc lud ing ton ight , a tota l
of 63; and there have been along list of outstanding speakers. The names of afew
of recent years will be recognized by many of you:

- ; ’ , ' c . ‘ O /
G o v e r n o r C o g b y W. D a r d e n : , ' J r.
V i r g l n l f t i S . D a b n e y
C h a r l e s M c D o w e l l

J u d g e H a r o l d R . M e d i n a
Senato r John Sherman Cooper
McGeorge Bundy
W. S. (Pete) White
J o h n D . d c B n t t s
C . I I . I l u m m e l s t i n e
W a l t e r S . R o b e r t s o n

W i l l i a m M e . M a r t i n , J r .

r
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John Landis ■ , , , .
Admiral Lewis L. Strous’e
General John Mcljruder

and we continue that dist inguished l ist for you tonight.

The name, Sphex, has always-.been of, intriguing interest,
froiitpiece of the first minute book.'h adesign in which the words appear
vertically, with the first letter of each word underlined.

S o c i a l

P h i l o s o p h y
E d u c a t i o n
C i v i c s

Science

SPECS -Specs .

/ / 7 f / / M .

O n t h e ^ / v i > y / C
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✓ v « » J
- 4 : - ^ x a - x .

. , A / . < v ^
.xSr. k -x i t . / . ^ ic / / T , ,,.y" -C# -«a.-vL» V/»*. '-At the bottom of the page is anote that Mfor history should be added.

But by the time of the 2nd meeting, you will
■5 i . o »r ; V.

SPlICCS -still pronounced Specs,
note from the minutes that tlie spelling is Sphex, probably because someone had
discovered tliat aSphex is agreek word for astinging insect, such as awasp,
which very substantially describes the stinging comments to wliich member's papers
a r e s o m e t i m e s s u b j e c t e d .
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One final note, if the first Sfor Social refers to social functioning.

In fact, except for this annual
Sometimes at regular meetings, it is h Z ^ r / - . eit has never been abig item wi tli the club,

meeting, social functions are nonexistent,
even difficult for the speaker to find aglass of water to moisten his parched
t l i r o a t .
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* - * — -V^ -So we now suggest that the letters stand for;

S f o r S c i e n c e
P f o r P h i l o s o p h y
H f o r H i s t o r y
E f o r E d u c a t i o n
^well like tlie mathematical equation, Xis for the unknown quantity,
~the unresolved problem, the unanswered questions to which we also

a d d r e s s o u r s e l v e s .
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