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f f icial/Title Date 

Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau 
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Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

x prlvate - - 
public-local 

- - public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- building(s) 

x district - - 
site 

- - structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
2 2 0 buildings 

- 0- -0- sites 
-0- -0- structures 
-0- -0- objects 
7 2 -  - - -0- -- Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register -- 0 
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--------------A 

------- ----------- 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: EDUCATION Sub: College 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: EDUCATION Sub: College 

7. Description ..................................................................... ............................. .................................... 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE 19TH AND 2OTH CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival 

Materials (Enter catesories from instructions) 
foundation - S+ONE 
walls BRICK 

roof S U T E  
other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property 
on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Sweet Briar Colleae Historic District - Amherst Countv. Virainia 

------------ --- -------- --------- ------- - 
8. Statement of Significance ........................... ......................... --- -- - 
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 1906-1942 

Significant Dates - N/A- 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

Architect/Builder - Cram, Ralph Adams 
- Clark, Pendleton 8. 
- Gillette, Charles 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on 
one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References ............................. --------------- ------- ............................................................... 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 
or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous docunentation on f i l e  (NPS) Primary Location of Addit ional Data 
- preliminary determination of indiv idual  l i s t i n g  (36 CFR 67) - x - State Histor ic  Preservation Off ice 

has been requested. - Other State agency 
- previously l i s t e d  i n  the National Register - Federal agency 
- previously determined e l i g i b l e  by the National Register - Local gove rmn t  
- designated a National H is to r ic  Landnark - Univers i ty  
- recorded by H is to r ic  h r i c a n  8ui ldings Survey # - Other 
- recorded by H is to r ic  h r i c a n  Engineering Record Y - Name of repository: 
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lo. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property - 27.2 acres- 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

-x- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By ............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
name/title Geoffrey B. Henry 

organization- oreenhorn & O'Mara, Inc. date -Feb. 18, 1994 - 
street & number-9001 Edmonston Road telephone -301-982-2800 - 
city or town- Greenbelt state-MD- zip code - 20770 - 
............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
Additional Documentation ............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
Submit the followtng ilems with the complcled form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the propeny's loeation. 
A sketch map for hisloric districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 
Rrprerenmtive black and while photographs of the properly. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional ilems) 

- - - - -  

Property Cmder ................................................................... ............................. --------------- ---------------- 
(Complete thls item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name/title Board of Directors 

street & number-Sweet Briar College telephone 

city or town- Sweet Briar state-VA- zip code - 24595 - 
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The Sveet Briar College Historic District consists of 27.22 acres on the 
campus of Sveet Briar College. Sveet Briar College is located on a rural 
3.300-acre campus one mile south of Amherst in Amherst County. The 
nominated boundaries include 22 contributing buildings--residential. 
academic. and administrative--constructed betveen 1906 and 1931 from the 
design of architects Ralph Adams Cram of Boston and his firm of Cram. 
Goodhue h Ferguson and/or Pendleton Clark of Lynchburg, Virginia: portions 
of the original campus plan designed by Cram betveen 1901 and 1942; and the 
landscaping designed between 1929 and 1961 by landscape architect Charles 
Gillette of Richmond. The nominated boundaries vere drawn to exclude 
buildings that predate or antedate Cram's aasociacion vith Sveet Briar 
College, or that are not integral features of his campus plan. 

The campus plan is strongly influenced by Beaux Arts theories of design and 
is organized around several intersecting axes. Many of the buildings are 
connected to each other by colonnades or stone balustrades. The 
contributing resources are three- and four-story, hip-roofed buildings in 
the Georgian Revival style laid in Flemish bond vith glazed headers and 
limestone or vood trim. They consist of six dormitories (1906-1925). the 
former refectory (1906). the library (1929). tvo administration/classroom 
buildings (1906-1925). a gymnasium (1931). a student health center (1925). - 
and ten faculty residences/apartments (1906-circa 1913). While most of the 
buildings have gone through several interior renovations, the exteriors 
have remained largely unchanged. The five noncontributing resources 
consist of the admissions office (Hill House), designed by Clark in the 
1920s and later faced vith brick, the chapel (1966). tvo dormitories (1956- 
1961), and a dining hall (1981) and are not associated with Cram, although 
several of them are situated as originally planned by the architect. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Sveet Briar College Historic District consists of 27.22 acres on the 
campus of Sveet Briar College. The historic resources at Sveet Briar 
College are located on a rural 3.300-acre campus. one-half mile south of 
Amherst, in Amherst County in south-central Virginia. The surrounding 
landscape is characterized by gently rolling hills vith both open and 
forest land. 

The principal entrance to the college campus is on the east, from U.S. 
Route 29, through a pair of brick gateposts. Sweet Briar Drive, a one- 
and-one-half-mile paved road, leads vest from the gate and loops to the 
north of the nominated resources before terminating in a parking lot on the 
vest side of the campus. An unnamed secondary road runs east of most of 
the nominated resources and circles around the faculty 
residences/apartments on the southeast. These roads define the north. 
east. and vest boundaries, vith a line folloving a change in elevation and 
treeline serving as the south and southwest boundary. 

The nominated boundaries include 22 contributing buildings--residential. 
academic, and administrative--constructed betveen 1906 and 1931 from the 
design of noted architect Ralph Adams Cram of Boston and the firm of Cram, 
Goodhue & Ferguson and Pendleton Clark of Lynchburg; portions of the 
original campus plan designed and revised by Cram betveen 1901 and 1942; 
and the landscaping designed betveen 1929 and 1961 by landscape architect 
Charles Gillette. 

The campus plan, despite several changes. has remained generally true to 
Cram's original scheme. Strongly influenced by Beaux-Arts theories of 
design, the plan is organized around several intersecting ares, and a 
strict hierarchy of spaces (see the accompanying perspective plan). The 
principal axis, marked by a paved sidewalk. runs east-vest and terminates 
in the chapel (#B on the accompanying perspective plan) on the east and a 
roundabout on the vest. Two smaller axes run north-south from the 
refectory ( # 5 )  and the library ( # 7 ) .  The faculty residences are grouped on 
either side of a secondary axis that extends southeast from the main 
academic group. 

The 22 contributing buildings consist of six dormitories, the former 
refectory (now an art gallery and library), the library, tvo 
administration/classroom buildings. a gymnasium, a student health center. 
and ten faculty residences/apartments. 
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The contributing buildings are tvo- and three-story red brick structures 
built in the Georgian Revival style and are in a good state of 
presenration. They feature Flemish-bond brickvork vith glazed headers. 
wood and/or limestone trim. and much classical decoration on both the 
interior and exterior. Many of the buildings are connected to each other 
by colonnades or stone balustrades. Vhile most of the buildings have gone 
through several interior renovations, the exteriors have remained largely 
unchanged. Four dormitories vere built as the northern half of a quadrangle 
on the far eastern side of the campus. Moving east to vest these buildings 
are : 

Randolph dormitory (built in 1908--11 on the accompanying perspective plan) 
is a three-story-and-basement, nine-bay-long, three-bay-deep brick building 
vith a slate hipped roof and tvo chimneys vith corbelled caps. There are 
slightly projecting gable-roofed bays at the north and south ends and at 
each corner. There is a vide classical vooden cornice, as vell as stone 
and brick belt courses marking each story. The principal entrance is on 
the vest, entered under a brick colonnade: it consists of a central door 
vith sidelights. There are additional entrances on the east and north 
elevations. All vindovs are topped by brick jack arches and have stone 
trim and ledges. Vindovs on the second story are set vithin brick blind 
arches. some of them stuccoed, and have either double-hung sash or are tri- 
partite. The interior features tvo sitting rooms, a central stair hall. and 
bedrooms on the first floor, vith bedrooms on the second and third floors. 
The south sitting room has a fireplace vith Georgian Revival-style mantel. 

Manson dormitory (built in 1910--#2 on the plan) is connected to Randolph 
by a tvo-story colonnade. It is a three-story-and-basement, nine-bay-long. 
three-bay-deep brick building vith a slate hipped roof and tvo chimneys 
vith corbelled caps. There are slightly projecting gable-roofed bays at 
the east and vest ends and at each corner. There is a vide classical 
cornice, as vell as stone and brick belt courses marking each story. The 
principal entrance is on the south, entered under a brick colonnade, and 
consists of a central door vith sidelights. There are additional entrances 
on the east and vest ends. A11 vindovs are topped by brick jack arches and 
have stone trim and ledges. Vindovs on the second story are set vithin 
brick blind arches, some of them stuccoed, and either have double-hung sash 
or are tripartite. The interior features tvo sitting rooms, a central 
stair hall, and bedrooms on the first floor, vith bedrooms on the second 
and third floors. There is a mail room and post office in the basement. 

Carson dormitory (built in 1906--#3 on the plan) is a six-bay long. three- 
bay deep. 
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three-story, brick building with a slate-covered hipped roof, paired end 
chimneys, and entrances on all four elevations. There are slightly 
projecting gable-roofed bays at the east and vest ends and at each corner. 
There is a vide classical vooden cornice and stone belt course, as vell as 
stone keystones above some of the vindovs. Windovs on the first story have 
either double-hung sash or are tripartite and are set vithin stuccoed blind 
arches. A pedimented portico on the north is a 1991 addition. 

Gray dormitory (built in 1906--14 on the plan) is connected to Carson 
dormitory by a colonnade. The dormitory is a six-bay long, three-bay deep, 
three-story, brick building vith a slate-covered hipped roof. paired end 
chimneys, and entrances on four elevations. There are slightly projecting 
gable-roofed bays at the north and south ends and at each corner. There is 
a vide classical vooden cornice and stone belt course, as vell as stone 
keystones above the vindovs on the first and second stories. Windovs on 
the first story either have double-hung sash or are tripartite and are set 
vithin stuccoed blind arches. Windovs on the first and third stories lack 
the arches. A brick arcade topped by a stone balustrade connects Gray 
dormitory vith the bell tover popularly knovn as the Cupola, an open brick- 
and-stone pavilion vith a copper domed roof. 

Equidistant betveen Randolph and Gray dormitories and connected to them by 
arched colonnades, is the former Refectory (built in 1906--15 on the plan). 
nov the Anne Gary Pannell Center, containing classrooms, an art gallery. 
and offices. The refectory is a tall, three-story, gable-roofed brick 
building oriented north-south. It features a three-bay pedimented facade 
vith brick pilasters topped by stone Ionic capitals marking each bay. The 
first story is clad vith cut stone laid in regular courses. The central 
entrance has a metal double door and is topped by a flat' architrave. 
Vindovs on the second story have 20/20 double-hung sash set vithin stuccoed 
blind arches topped by a stone keystone. The vindovs on the third story 
are round and have stone trim. Short false fronts project on either side 
of the main section, and have brick aedicules, presumably designed to hold 
sculptures. Atop the building is a tall vooden tover vith classical trim. 
arched louvered vindovs, and a domed top. The interior of this building 
vas remodeled in 1986 for use as an art gallery and library. 

To the vest of Gray dormitory is Benedict Hall (built 1906--#6 on the 
plan). a handsome Georgian Revival-style three-story, nine-bay, brick 
structure vith a shallov-pitched roof and a stone balustrade along the roof 
line. A brick colonnade distinguishes the south elevation of the first 
story, vith tvo entrances set vithin the colonnade. The second and third 
stories are designed as a piano nobile vith the seven central bays recessed 
behind a porch of stone Ionic columns. The columns are echoed to the rear 
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of the porch by stone pilasters. One-bay-vide projections vith a central 
arched vindov topped by a round vindov vith Gibbes surround are at the east 
and vest ends of this building. The interior has been completely remodeled 
and now contains an auditorium, classrooms, and offices. To the south of 
Benedict Hall is a courtyard vith balustrade and stone steps leading to a 
terrace. 

The Mary Eelen Cochran Library (built in 1929--C7 on the plan) is to the 
vest of Benedict Hall and is set back behind a small grassed courtyard. 
This three-story, seven-bay, hip-roofed, brick building has flanking tvo- 
bay, tvo-story vings. The most ornate of the academic buildings designed 
by Cram, the library features Corinthian pilasters alternating vith arched 
vindovs on the south facade. a roof-top balustrade, and elaborate stone 
Georgian Revival-style decoration over the two entrances. These entrances 
are flanked by engaged stone pilasters and are topped by a broken 
segmental-arched head, in the center of vhich is a stone cartouche with 
swags and garlands. A tvo-story brick wing vas added to the rear of the 
library in 1967. The interior is also quite elaborately decorated. The 
main reading hall has a plaster ceiling vith garland and svag decorations. 
a two-story gallery on the south end, and paneled reading rooms on the 
first and second floors. The reading rooms feature fireplaces vith 
Georgian-style mantels and floor-to-ceiling bookcases. 

To the vest of the library is Fletcher Hall (built 1925--C8 on the plan), a 
three-story brick building, different in only minor details from Benedict 
Ball. The three-story, nine-bay, brick building features an arched and 
colonnaded first story with a two-story loggia above and a balustraded 
roofline. Some vood trim vas used around vindovs, a departure from 
Benedict Hall. The interior still features a central entrance hall with 
handsome Georgian Revival panelling. Administrative offices and classrooms 
are also located in this building. There is no enclosed courtyard or 
terrace on the south as there is vith Benedict. 

At the southern terminus of the axis leading from the refectory is Pergus 
Reid dormitory (built 1925--#9 on the plan), a three-story. fourteen-bay, 
brick building vith a pedimented entrance portico on the north. This 
entrance portico features an arched entrance vith flanking arched windows. 
The vindows on the first story are set vithin blind arches and are topped 
by stone keystones. There are paired chimneys at the east and vest ends of 
the building. as well as modified Palladian windows. The interior is the 
most architecturally sophisticated of all the dormitories and features a 
large entrance hall vith full-height Georgian Revival paneling and tvo 
sitting rooms, the vest one vith a fireplace vith a Georgian-style mantel. 
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Flanking Fergus Reid dormitory and connected to it by arched colonnades are 
Grammar (built 1906--110 on the plan) and Dev (built 1956--#C on the plan) 
dormitories. Grammar is a three-story, hip-roofed. Georgian-style, brick 
building vith an entrance on the vest elevation. The dormitory has a vide 
classical cornice, stone-and-brick belt courses marking each bay, and 
paired end chimneys. Slightly projecting gable-roofed bays are at the 
north and south ends, at the corners, and at the entrance. Dew dormitory is 
a noncontributing resource and is described elsevhere in this nomination. 

The Daisy Williams Gymnasium (built in 1931--411 on the plan) stands at the 
far vest end of the academic group and is a large, gable-roofed. brick 
building vith an entrance on the north and simplified classical limestone 
detailing around the central entrance and vindovs. A brick natatorium 
with an exterior marked by blind arches and shallov aedicules is on the 
vest. The interior of the gymnasium has offices, a basketball court vith 
stands. and changing rooms. A bronze roundel vith a bust of Daisy 
Williams. in vhose memory Sveet Briar College vas founded in 1901. is set 
above the central stair hall. 

Immediately to the southeast of the academic group is the Mary Harley 
Student Health Center (1925--112 on the plan) a tvo-and-one-half-story, 
five-bay, hip-roofed, brick building vith a pedimented entrance portico on 
the north facade and paired chimneys on the east and vest ends. There are 
secondary entrances on the east and south elevations. The central entrance 
is set vithin an arch vith an Adam-style fanlight and is flanked by vindovs 
set vithin stuccoed blind arches. 

Ten faculty residences/apartnents--#13-15. 17-22, including the house known 
as the Deanery (#16), vere built betveen 1906 and 1913, and are located in 
a double rov to the southeast of the student health center. The houses on 
the east of the main road are large and imposing tvo-and-one-half-story, 
hip-roofed. Georgian Revival-style. brick, double residences vith dormer 
vindovs, stone and vood trim, and one-story porches vith elaborate 
classical detailing. The houses on the vest side are considerably simpler 
in style and appearance. They are two-story, hip-roofed, stuccoed frame 
buildings in the American Four-Square mode, vith a central dormer vindov on 
the front facade, and front and back porches., 

Most of the elaborate planting and landscape features envisioned by Cram 
for the campus vere never realized. Instead, the campus is marked by 
naturalistic plantings of native trees and shrubs and vide expanses of 
grass. Beginning in the late 1920s. landscape architect Charles Gillette 
prepared a number of plans for roadvays, a monumental entrance, and 
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p l a n t i n g ~ .  Most of these  plans surv ive  and i n d i c a t e  t h e  gradual move avay 
from a formal en t r ance  and approach t o  t h e  campus tovard the present  one i n  
vhich the  academic bui ld ings  a re  accessed from t h e  r e a r  o r  north.  

The f i v e  noncont r ibut ing  bui ld ings  a r e  loca ted  a t  d i f f e r e n t  po in t s  
throughout t h e  campus. None vere designed by Cram, but  severa l  of them 
s tand  a t  the  l o c a t i o n s  o r i g i n a l l y  des ignated  by t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  The 
bui ld ings  inc lude  B i l l  House ( b u i l t  i n  t h e  1920s--#A on the  p l a n ) ,  a  tvo- 
s t o r y  b r i ck  bu i ld ing  v i t h  an en t r ance  on t h e  south s e w i n g  a s  the  
admissions and f i n a n c i a l  a id  o f f i c e .  The house has been ex tens ive ly  
remodeled on t h e  i n t e r i o r  and refaced  v i t h  b r i c k  on the  e x t e r i o r .  Memorial 
Chapel ( b u i l t  i n  1966--10 on the  p l a n )  te rminates  the  eas t e rn  end of the  
main a x i s .  The chapel  i s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  Georgian s t y l e  v i t h  a pedimented 
po r t i co .  c l a s s i c a l  en t rance ,  and t a l l  c e n t r a l  t o v e r  and s t eep le .  Dew ( b u i l t  
i n  1956--#C on t h e  p l an )  and kleta Glass  ( b u i l t  i n  1962--11) on t h e  p lan)  
dormi tor ies  a r e  th ree - s to ry ,  b r i ck .  Georgian-style  dormi tor ies  t h a t  
completed t h e  southern  h a l f  of t h e  quadrangle.  To t h e  ves t  of Glass 
dormitory i s  P ro th ro  Commons ( b u i l t  i n  1981--#El a  b r i ck  and g la s s  modified 
Georgian- s t y l e  d in ing  h a l l .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The port ion of the  Sweet Br i a r  College campus nominated t o  the National 
Register  of H i s t o r i c  P laces  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  on t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  as the  vork 
of a r c h i t e c t  Ralph Adams Cram of Boston and h i s  f i rm  of Cram. Goodhue & 
Ferguson. Cram (1863-1942). one of t h e  foremost American a r c h i t e c t s  of t h e  
20th century,  executed s e v e r a l  p re s t ig ious  commissions f o r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
and academic bu i ld ings  dur ing  h i s  c a r e e r ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  designs f o r  t h e  
Cathedral of S t .  John the  Divine i n  Nev York C i ty ,  the  chapels a t  Vest 
Point Academy and Pr ince ton  Universi ty,  and campus p lans  f o r  Princeton and 
Rice I n s t i t u t e .  The bu i ld ings  executed t o  Cram's des igns  a t  Sveet Br iar  
College. vhere he served a s  a r c h i t e c t  betveen 1901 and 1942. a re  among t h e  
fev examples of h i s  vork i n  Vi rg in i a ,  and t h e  only c l a s s i c a l  ensemble by 
him i n  the  s t a t e .  They a l s o  comprise h i s  f i r m ' s  f i r s t  large-scale  
commission f o r  a  c o l l e g e .  Although pr imar i ly  knovn a s  an exponent of t h e  
Gothic Revival s t y l e .  Cram produced a  complex of  Georgian Revival bui ld ings  
f o r  Sveet B r i a r  t h a t  has  s e t  t h e  s tandard f o r  c o l l e g i a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  
Virginia  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  century.  
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HISTORY 

Sveet Briar College, one of the first four-year liberal arts colleges for 
vomen in the South, vas founded in 1901 through the bequest of Mrs. Indiana 
Fletcher Williams as a memorial to her only child, Daisy. The school is 
situated in Amherst County on the 3,300-acre Fletcher plantation knovn as 
Sveet Briar. from vhich the college takes its name. The original 
plantation house, k n o w  as Sveet Briar House, vas built in the early 19th 
century and vas remodeled in 'the Italianate style betveen 1851 and 1852. 
Nov the residence of the president of Sweet Briar College. the house is 
listed individually on the National Register of Historic placesL and is 
outside the boundaries of the College Historic District. 

In early 1901 the first Board of Trustees for the college (then knovn as 
Sveet Briar Institute) contracted vith architect Ralph Adams Cram of Boston 
to prepare an architectural plan for the nev school, anticipated to house 
and educate approximately 400 female students. Most of the original 
trustees vere Episcopalian clergymen and vere familiar vith Cram through 
his extensive vritings on ecclesiastical architecture. In particular Dr. 
John McBryde. first president of the Sweet Briar Institute Board of 
Trustees and chairman of its Executive Committee, had been impressed vith 
an article by Cram in an issue of a e  Nev church ma^.^ 

At McBryde's request. Cram journeyed to Amherst County in early 1901 to 
assess the site. During their first meeting, McBryde indicated a strong 
preference for the Georgian style of architecture for the nev school, a 
decision vith vhich Cram concurred; in the architect's vords, "history. 
tradition, and architectural style predetermined the course to follov. " 3  
There followed a discussion as to vhether yellov or red bricks should be 
used for the construction of the campus buildings. McBryde questioned the 
use of red brick, as he had no vish to see "red splotches on the 
landscape.4 Samples of clay from the Sveet Briar property vere brought to 
Blacksburg to be fired into bricks. The resulting color, a muted pink-red. 
supposedly was pleasing to HcBryde and as a result "the Board ordered 
estimates and plans from Cram, Goodhue & Ferguson of Boston for two 
dormitories, an academic building, and a refectory. "5 

Cram's dravings for the proposed Sweet Briar Institute campus vere 
completed in 1902 and displayed in Lynchburg, the nearest large tom, in 
the vindovs of the Lynchburg Traction and Light Company vhere, according to 
a contemporary newspaper account, "they can be seen by all persons vho may 
be interested in the best of architecture and in modern ideas for 
educational institutions. These pictures are exceedingly handsome and 
attractive in appearance. That they will be greatly admired by the public 
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i s  a  foregone c o n c l ~ s i o n . ' ~  ;he d rav ings  ve re  a l s o  published i n  the  August 
23 and 30,  1902,  i s sues  of American Arch i t ec t  and Building Nevs. i nd ica t ing  
t h e  s ign i f i cance  a t tached t o  h i s  d e s i g n s  by h i s  peers .  

The plan prepared by Cram fo r  t h e  new co l l ege  was s t r i k i n g  i n  i t s  
s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  and o r i g i n a l i t y .  The o r i g i n a l  scheme vas f o r  a  grand 
c l a s s i c a l  arrangement of 1 7  Georgian Revival  b r i c k  bui ld ings  around a  g rea t  
quadrangle v i t h  p a r t e r r e s  and formal  p l an t ings ,  founta ins ,  and pools.  
'dhile i t  was not  s t r i c t l y  symmetrical,  t h e  p l an  was formal and a x i a l .  The 
p r i n c i p a l  a x i s  ran e a s t - v e s t  and te rminated  on the  e a s t  end v i t h  a  chapel .  
Tvo smaller  axes ran north-south. The e a s t e r n  s ide  of t h e  campus vas 
designed t o  be l a rge ly  r e s i d e n t i a l :  t h e  ves t e rn  s ide  vas dominated by t h e  
academic bu i ld ings ,  inc luding  a  r e f e c t o r y .  l i b r a r y ,  f i n e  a r t s  c e n t e r ,  and a  
"commencement h a l l . "  D o n i t o r i e s  vere  organized i n  a  quadrangle 
arrangement; each dormitory group vas b i l a t e r a l l y  symmetrical. 
Commencement Ha l l ,  designed v i t h  a n  impressive dome and connected t o  
f l ank ing  bui ld ings  by colonnades, served  aa the  c e n t r a l  focus of t h e  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  complex. A secondary a x i s  ran south from t h e  h a l l  t o  a  semi- 
c i r c u l a r  cour t .  around vhich vere a  sc i ence  bui ld ing ,  l i b r a r y ,  gymnasium, 
and i n d u s t r i a l  bui ld ing .  

The c e n t r a l  focus of Cram's landscape p l an  was the  oval  pond and roundabout 
a t  t h e  south end of the  composition. Arcades and colonnades def ined  and 
enclosed the  composition and provided a  t r a n s i t i o n  between the  bui ld ings  
and the  ba lus t raded  t e r r a c e s .  The p r i n c i p a l  entrance t o  t h e  campus was 
from the  south ,  by vay of a  road t h a t  c i r c l e d  around t h e  campus from t h e  
no r th  and v e s t .  

Cram's o r i g i n a l  plan sav many a l t e r a t i o n s  and he vas forced t o  redesign t h e  
campus Layout seve ra l  times during h i s  t enure  a s  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e .  
This vas l a r g e l y  due t o  lack  of funds ,  a s  v e l l  a s  a  genera l  preference on 
t h e  p a r t  of Sweet Br iar  o f f i c i a l s  and t h e  p res iden t  f o r  a  s impler ,  less 
formal layout .  Thus, although many of  t h e  bui ld ings  as  o r i g i n a l l y  planned 
vere  executed, the  formal approach and landscaping vere l a r g e l y  abandoned. 

The s t y l e  chosen by Cram f o r  the bu i ld ings  a t  Sweet Br iar  vas  Georgisn, not  
a  s t y l e  f o r  vhich he was p a r t i c u l a r l y  wel l  knovn during h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
c a r e e r ,  but t h e  only one he f e l t  vas  appropr i a t e  f o r  a  school in  r u r a l  
Virg in ia .  Cram described V i r g i n i a ' s  Georgian s t y l e  as  "ample, courteous 
and genera l ly  a r i s t o c r a t i c . '  and t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  antebellum 
Southeast a s  " the  s t y l e  t h a t  may r e a l l y  be c a l l e d  almost indigenous t o  
America."' On the  o the r  hand, he shunned meticulous copying of e a r l i e r  
American c o l o n i a l  prototypes and regarded bui ldings t h a t  attempted 
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archeological accuracy as "stupid." Instead. Cram designed the buildings 
at Sveet Briar to be individualistic. yet united by a sure sense of 
proportion. classical detail, and quality of execution. 

H. Stafford Bryant, in his article "Classical Ensemble." suggested several 
English prototypes as inspiration for some of the buildings designed by 
Cram for Sveet Briar College. The small domed brick pavilion that 
terminates the colonnade leading from Gray dormitory, the so-called 
"cupola.' has been compared to Lord Pembroke's bridge at Yilton built to 
the design of Robert Morris. Fletcher and Academic (nov Benedict) Halls 
shov similarities vith the Queen's House at Greenvich and the Banqueting 
House in London, both designed by Inigo Jones. Both the refectory, built 
in 1906, and the library. built in 1928. feature a giant order of pilasters 
alternating vith arched vindovs, similar to the Senate House at Cambridge. 
dating from 1722.~ 

The inspiration for Cram's campus plan and layout for Sveet Briar College 
is more difficult to trace and is based on both the history of college 
architecture in the United States and then-popular Beaux Arts theories of 
design. Cram, vho made many detailed studies of American campus designs 
throughout his career, vas influenced by Nev England prototypes as vell as 
several southern colleges, particularly South Carolina College at Columbia, 
and Thomas Jefferson's University of Virginia. 

The campuses of most New England schools are arranged around either a 
quadrangle, as at Hanrard University, or along a rov, as at Yale 
University. Some colleges, such as Dartmouth College (originally 
constructed along a rov) combined features of both plans. The plan of such 
southern colleges as Washington College (later Washington h Lee University) 
and South Carolina College also combined features of the rov plan and 
quadrangle popular at several Nev England colleges. 

At the University of Virginia a strongly architectural focal point vas 
established at the Rotunda, from vhich the academic and residential 
buildings developed on either side of a long allee. Not only vas the 
comprehensive and cohesive arrangement of spaces at University of Virginia 
revolutionary for its time, but the symbolic and didactic qualities of the 
Roman classical architecture chosen by Jefferson made it a uniquely 
personal architectural masterpiece. 

Partly due to Stanford White's reconstruction of the Rotunda and subsequent 
additions to the college grounds. the University of Virginia was "re- 
discovered"by architects at the turn of the century. Many followers of 
the Beaux Arts school of design admired Jefferson's vision of a unified 
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vhole created out of a vide variety of classical parts. as vell as the 
inspired use of a central unifying focus. To Jefferson's single-axis plan. 
they often added a series of cross axes and secondary spaces to create a 
hierarchy of spaces and reinforce the primacy of the central focus. Some 
early examples of collegiate architecture that follow these principles 
include the American University in Washington. D.C.. by Henry Ives Cobb 
(1899), and the Carnegie Institute in Pittsburgh (1900) by Henry 
~ornbostel.~ Another variation, developed at New York University, rotated 
the axis of the space so that it vas perpendicular to the axis of the 
principal building. This plan vas generally folloved by Cram at Sweet 
Briar. vith Commencement Hall placed near (but not directly at the center) 
of the long axis. 

Cram admired the plan of Jefferson's University of Virginia and 
incorporated the colonnades of that school into the design of Sveet Briar. 
Hovever, he generally deplored the architecture at the University of 
Virginia. describing the buildings as having 'unnecessarily unreasonable 
classical porticoes vith columns, entablatures, and pediments complete--and 
all built of pine boards framed up in the semblance of a nevly discovered 
paganism."1° To him, the ideal was what he considered the more refined 
classical architecture of Columbia University or Stanford White's Nev York 
University: Cram described Columbia as "the noblest type of the pure 
classical idea."ll Cram also undoubtedly studied the campus plans of such 
colleges as Stanford University in California and Trinity College in 
Washington, D.C.. vhich vere both largely executed from the design of a 
single architect. 

Cram's original intentions for Sweet Briar College were followed in many 
respects but modified in others. The individual building designs were 
generally folloved, although building materials were sometimes altered; for 
example, wood vas substituted for limestone trim in some of the later 
buildings. Considerations of cost necessitated the scaling back of the 
original extensive campus plans, and several buildings were never erected. 
including Cram's pivotal Commencement Hall. Other buildings, including the 
chapel, vhich vas built in 1966 long after Cram's death, were built on the 
sites planned by the architect and closely folloved the architect's 
original designs. The most significant changes occurred in Cram's 
landscape plan, vhich from the beginning was considered overly formal and 
ill-suited to a rural setting; one early account acknowledged that there 
vas a "diversity of opinion about having a quadrangle out in the 
country."12 The design for clipped hedges and tall cedars, elaborate 
pools, and flower gardens was abandoned in favor of a more naturalistic 
English style of landscaping. 
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The Richmond landscape architect Charles Gillette, who was employed by 
Sveet Briar beginning in 1929, may have been responsible for this 
naturalistic appearance. The influence of the Beaux Arts school was 
evident in the way in which Cram subdued natural changes in terrain under 
rigid terraces and flights of stairs. Instead, these hills and slopes vere 
simply alloved to grov over in grass and descend gently from the southern 
end of the campus. Most importantly. Cram's grand entrance from the south 
was never attempted (visitors today approach the college from the north and 
their first vievs are the backs of the buildings); instead a more leisurely 
and less formal approach is made from the vest, and the campus buildings 
nov look out upon cultivated fields and lavns. It is unlikely that this 
approach will be abandoned in favor of a new approach from the south. 

With Cram's architectural dravings accepted by the college authorities in 
1902, initial cost estimates and contracts vere prepared. According to a 
history of Sveet Briar College, vhen Cram's first estimates for the college 
buildings arrived, they seemed inordinately high to the college 
authorities. Dr. McBryde knew a contractor in Blacksburg. Virginia, to 
whom he submitted the plans and got an estimate that vas approximately half 
that of Cram's. When Cram came for a visit "he was astounded at . . . (the 
lov price of the vork) as compared vith the cost of similar vork in the 
North." l3 Despite the contractor's reasonable prices, he vas soon replaced 
(for no knovn reason) by J. P. Pettyjohn, of Lynchburg. One of Lynchburg's 
most prominent builders and contractors, Pettyjohn may have been 
responsible for suggesting the appointment of Pendleton S. Clark, also of 
Lynchburg, as associate architect for Sveet Briar College. Clark. 
sometimes vith his associate Walter Crove. served in this capacity 
throughout Cram's association vith the college. After Cram's death in 
1942, Clark's firm of Clark. Nexson & Owen continued as principal architect 
for Sweet Briar until the recent present. 

From the original scheme. four college buildings--the Refectory. Academic 
(now Benedict Hall), and Gray and Carson dormitories--plus four faculty 
houses. service buildings, and several temporary roads vere completed by 
1906 vith the funds immediately available. Brick for the buildings vas 
manufactured on the Sveet Briar property from local clay. Dr. Mary K. 
Benedict, first president of Sveet Briar College, described her initial 
impressions of the college on her arrival in 1906: 

Hy first trip through the huildings made it clear that there was 
much to be done on the material side before September. I remember 
especially my first sight of the inside of academic building. 
There was nothing in it except piles of plaster on the unstained 
floor. not even a blackboardl . . . Most of the buildings were 
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s u f f i c i e n t l y  ready by t h e  opening of co l l ege  i n  September (1906) t o  
make us comfortable,  but i t  vas necessary t o  continue vork on the  
m a t e r i a l  s i d e  during t h e  f i r s t  year  t o  ge t  the n e c e s s i t i e s  of 
l i v i n g  t o  run smoothly.14 

The nor theas t e rn  corner  of t h e  dormitory quadrangle vas f i l l e d  out  by 1910 
v i t h  t h e  completion of Randolph and Manson dormi tor ies .  I n  1912. Grammar 
dormitory began the  southeas tern  r e s i d e n t i a l  group vhich was not  completed 
u n t i l  1962. vhen Meta Glass dormitory vas f in i shed .  

F le t che r  Hal l  ( a  c lose  twin of Benedict H a l l ) ,  vhich balances one s ide  of 
the  nor th-south  a x i s  leading from the  proposed l i b r a r y ,  was completed i n  
1925, beginning a  second per iod  of growth a t  Sveet Br i a r .  It vas b u i l t  on 
the  s i t e  des ignated  on the  1902 p lan  a s  the  Fine Arts  Building. Both 
Benedict and F le t che r  h a l l s  may have been based on t h e  des ign  of In igo  
Jones ' s  Queen's House: t h i s  pro to type  vas a l s o  used by Cram i n  h i s  des ign  
of t h e  l i b r a r y  a t  Vheaton College in  Massachusetts. A r a t h e r  d r a s t i c  
a l t e r a t i o n  t o  Cram's o r i g i n a l  campus p lan  occurred v i t h  the  cons t ruc t ion  of 
Pergus Reid dormitory, vhich  he designed i n  1928. Located i n  t h e  
sou theas t e rn  dormitory group, i t  enclosed the  southern s i d e  of the  
composition. This r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  dormitory s tanding i n  t h e  l i n e  of vhat  
was t o  have been a  v i s t a  from the  Refectory.  Vith t h e  v i s t a  c losed ,  the  
e a s t e r n  end of  t h e  campus began t o  resemble a  courtyard and i s  c a l l e d  " the  
Quadrang1e" today.  The dormitory a l s o  d i f f e r s  i n  appearance from t h e  
e a r l i e r  ones i n  i t s  s impler  e x t e r i o r  d e t a i l i n g  and i t s  c l eane r  massing. 
The i n t e r i o r ,  v i t h  i t s  High Georgian e n t r y  h a l l .  i s  a l s o  d i f f e r e n t  from the  
more r e s t r a i n e d  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  Georgian s t y l e  of Gray and Carson 
dormi tor ies .  

Three more development p lans  f o r  Sweet B r i a r  College ve re  d r a m  during 
Cram's tenure  a s  a r c h i t e c t  ( a f t e r  1913 t h e  f i rm vas known a s  Cram & 
Perguson, Bertram Goodhue having l e f t  t h e  firm i n  t h a t  y e a r ) ,  each one 
shoving a tendency tovards g r e a t e r  s i m p l i c i t y .  While they became l e s s  
formal,  the  scheme f o r  a  g r e a t  quadrangle containing smal le r  cour tyards  
remained, and i s  a  c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  of t h e  p resen t  campus. The des igns  f o r  
the  bui ld ings  continued t o  be designed i n  the  English c l a s s i c a l  vein--"a 
ve in  t h a t  became purer  and purer  . . . a s  t h e  t eens  gave vay t o  t h e  
1920s. "5 By t h a t  time, t h e  re ferences  i n  Cram's vork t o  In igo  Jones and 
Andrea Pa l l ad io  became more e x p l i c i t .  

The l a s t  major bui ld ing  program c a r r i e d  o u t  under Cram's leadersh ip  began 
v i t h  t h e  appointment of Meta Glass a s  co l l ege  pres ident  i n  1925. She 
suggested t h a t  Cram's bu i ld ing  p lans  inc lude  a  l i b r a r y ,  an auditor ium, and 
a gymnasium, a s  v e l l  as  t h e  chapel  t h a t  had been planned f o r  the  e a s t e r n  
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end of the campus but remained as yet unbuilt. In Cram's campus plan of 
1928, the auditorium vas placed on the site formerly reserved for a chapel, 
the chapel vas placed at the vestern end of the campus, and a nev entrance 
vas proposed betveen Randolph dormitory and the auditorium. Most of this 
plan was never carried to fruition. vith the exception of the library. The 
library vas built on the site of the never-executed Commencement Hall. at 
one time the focus of Cram's original campus plan. The Fine Arts and 
Science buildings vere shifted slightly from their original arrangement. 
but continued to anchor the vestern half of the campus. 

The Mary Helen Cochran Library, completed in 1929, vas the most ornate of 
Cram's buildings at Sveet Briar. and bears many similarities vith his 
design of 1922 for Chapin Hall at Williams College in Massachusetts. 
Originally designed as a close copy of the refectory building, this plan 
vss abandoned on the request of President ~lhss. According to one account, 
both Cram and Hiss Glass sat on high stools in his Boston office vhile he 
sketched a nev design for the library.16 

The Mary Harley Student Health Center and the Daisy Williams Gymnasium vere 
designed by Pendleton Clark vith assistance from and approval by Cram and 
Ferguson. Both are Georgian-style buildings vith limestone and vood trim 
and are similar, if simpler. versions of the earlier Cram buildings at 
Sveet Briar. Clark continued his association vith Sveet Briar after Cram's 
death in 1942, although Cram's successor firm has also supplied designs for 
more recent construction at the school. 

The sophistication and exquisite craftsmanship of Cram's buildings at Sveet 
Briar College undoubtedly exercised a decisive influence on local and 
Virginia architects. Cram ia knovn to have submitted a design for an 
academic building at nearby Randolph-Macon Women's College in Lynchburg. 
many of vhose campus buildings vere designed by Lynchburg architect 
Stanhope Johnson. Johnson, vhose scholastic vork also included commissions 
at Chatham Hall Girls School in Chatham. Virginia, as vell as Lynchburg 
College in Lynchburg. designed in a restrained and competent version of the 
Georgian style, that varies only slightly from Cram's vork. The Georgian 
Revival became the style of choice for campuses throughout Virginia in the 
1920s and 1930s including Mary Vashington College, Washington & Lee 
University, Woodberry Forest School. Virginia Episcopal School. Ferrum 
College, and Episcopal High School. 

Cram's designs for Sveet Briar College vere depicted in a number of 
contemporary architectural magazines and journals in addition to the afore- 
mentioned 1902 issues of Architect and Building Nevs. These included the 
January 1911 issue of Architectural Record; the July 1906. July 1907. and 
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November 1919 issues of Brick Builder; and an article Cram vrote for the 
f in May 1912 entitled "Recent 
University Architecture in the United States." 

Critical evaluations of the architecture and plan of Sveet Briar College 
have been uniformly favorable from the beginning. President Benedict 
observed that Cram's dravings vere "a visualization of our plans for the 
future. and Mr. Cram's vision vas one of the things that inspired us. The 
fact that we had a plan for a harmonious group of buildings from the 
beginning saved much discussion that the erection of a nev building often 
occasions in a college, and kept the unity of architecture vhich is always 
to be desired. "17 

According to one critic, the success of Sveet Briar's design was obvious 
and yet subtle: "This campus vorks because of the continuity provided by 
its recurring classicism, its careful placement of structures. and the 
physical relationship emphasized by the texture of balustrade covered 
arcades. "18 

Another vrote that Sweet Briar "vas one of the most successful exercises in 
that [Georgian] style--in perfect scale, much of it highly learned and 
'authentic' in its attention to archeological sources, amenable, and 
attractive. "I9 

The design of Sveet Briar has even been contrasted favorably with the 
University of Virginia: "The element of unification furnished by 
Jefferson's colonnades and arcades and much of vhat is best in Jefferson's 
designs is taken up in the plans for Sveet Briar College . . . , a truly 
American campus . . . the vhole constituting vhat ma appear a design more 
pleasing, lighter, and freer than Jefferson's vork. -29  
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

UTM References (cont'd): 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary of the nominated property is delineated by the polygon whose vertices are marked 
by the following UTM reference points: 

Boundary Justification 

The nominated boundaries were drawn to include buildings that date to Ralph Adams Cram's 
association with Sweet Briar College, or are integral features of his campus plan. The 
boundaries exclude those which antedate or postdate Cram's association or are not contained in 
his master plan for the campus. 
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Amherst County, Virg in ia  

VDHR F i l e  No. 05-219 

A l l  negat ives a r e  s t o r e d  with t h e  Department of H i s t o r i c  Resources 
c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  Vi rg in i a  S t a t e  Library  and Archives. 

DATE: June 1993 
V I E V  OF: Benedict and F le t che r  

bui ldings:  view looking 
northwest 

NEG. N O . :  13844 
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DATE: JUNE 1993 
VIEV OF: Cochran Library and 

Fle tcher  bui ld ing:  v i ev  
looking n o r t h  

NEG. NO.: 13844 
PHOTO 2 of 17 

DATE: June 1993 
VIEW OF: former Refectory ( l e f t ) .  

Randolph Dormitory ( r i g h t - c e n t e r ) ,  
and Hernorial Chapel ( r i g h t ) ;  
view looking nor th  

NEG. NO. :  13844 
PHOTO 3 of 17 

DATE: June 1993 
VIEV OF: Cochran Library ;  v i e v  

looking n o r t h e a s t  
NEG.NO.: 13844 
PHOTO 4 of 17 

DATE: June 1993 
VIEV OF: Cochran Library southwest 

entrance: v i ev  looking n o r t h e a s t  
NEG. NO.:  13844 
PHOTO 5 of 17 

DATE: June 1993 
V I E V  OF: former Refectory;  view 

looking n o r t h e a s t  
NEG.  N O . :  13844 
PHOTO 6 of 17 

DATE: June 1993 
VIEW OF: F l e t c h e r  bu i ld ing ;  view 

looking n o r t h e a s t  
NEG.  NO. : 13844 
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DATE: June 1993 
VIEV OF: Benedict bui ld ing:  view 

looking n o r t h e a s t  
NEG. NO.: 13844 
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DATE: June 1993 
VIEW OF: Fergus Reid bu i ld ing ;  

v iev  looking sou tves t  
NEG. NO.: 13844 
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DATE: JUNE 1993 
VIEW OF: Manson Dormitory: v iev  

looking northwest 
NEG. NO. :  13844 
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DATE: June 1993 
VIEV OF: Be l l  Tower and Gray 

Dormitory; view looking north 
NEG. NO.: 13844 
PHOTO 11 of 17 
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DATE: June 1993 
VIEW OF: Be l l  Tover and Gray 

Dormitory: v iev  looking nor th  
NEG. NO. :  13844 
PHOTO 12 of 17 

DATE: June 1993 
VIEW OF: Mary Harley Student Health 

Center:  v i ev  looking n o r t h e a s t  
NEG. N O . :  13844 
PBOTO 13  of 17 

DATE: June 1993 
VIEW OF: Deanery (Faculty 

Apartments);  v iev  looking 
nor thves t  

NEG. NO. :  13844 
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DATE: June 1993 
VIEW OF: Memorial Chapel: v i ev  

looking south  
NEG. NO.: 13844 
PHOTO 15 of 1 7  

DATE: June 1993 
VIEV OF: Dew Dormitory: v i e v  

looking southvest  
NEG. NO.: 13844 
PBOTO 16 of 1 7  

DATE: June 1993 
VIEV OF: Daisy Williams Gymnasium: 

v i e v  looking ves t  
NEG. NO.:  13844 
PHOTO 1 7  of 17 
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