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_BY MRS. W. M. STROTHER,

* Do You Know Washington Irving
God bless him! ' He {3 a genlug, and;‘
be has B hoart.,.! I wish I conld know
bhim, 8ir, how many , sitch - nien ! nr{u
tbord in Ameriea?, God- ‘doesn't eend

many guch aphita inLo thls uoxm s
Byron, : :

The New "kork PuUHc Libmry zm:
Iv_ls_today. ly made up of threo gunt
foundations:  the Astor,  founded

1848, the Lenox, in 1870, and. tho-_’l‘ili

den, In 1893.. The Marech “Booklover,"! |
In un Interesting article on Libraries,;

glves a detalled description of thig'
great monumental bullding, architee:
turally considered, This article w:ll,
speak. of the sources of ‘tha three
rc-undatlona .The. name of Washing-’
s-Antimately associated
wtth the tounding and foitering o
the Astor Library as ‘the names of
: Ticknor and Parker and Everett aro
' bound up with the early hlstory of the
Boaton Library. Ho had accomp !shed
‘most of his most, important literary
work abroad, finding in the Old
World Hbmrlea material necessary for
hle work, and.in the riper culture of
England, a congéninl atmosphere.
At the age cf 64 ho declded to re-
main at home and work on his “Life

i As stor, helng o men‘of breadth of vi-|

nion nnd‘*mﬁnr“m gaclty, wagq easlly
fppoaled to In behalf of the education
of tho people whose greatness he fore-
aaw.. 80 heo was Induced to ledve
£400,000 to found and maintain  the
freq reference Jibrary which bore hid
name.  This. will 1s an interesting
documentary “evidénes of the great-
nesg of Mr., Astor's huslness mind and
hils prophetic’ viston, . He muade it a
condition " that W‘mhingmn Irving
ahould bp . president of thg Lihrary

Ronrd. Ho. wan nlsg one of the execu-
tors of Mr. Astows will and chief
adviger o hlﬁ son, who pave . lnrge

amounta hinmnl[ la tho Phrary, With
what the gon-and grantsen added. o
the . a.uu:,wuwnt, tho rnund sum of tv-o
u!”llf&n‘i A% m; rmfh"ch Ut

A\ r;-\

her- mem ‘,l }hlm WS osu\blishcd
{n 1870:hy Meo James Lenox.  He was)
dtseholip: cand Lu philanthropist whn
hnd “the pleasuro of, aceumulating "2
dargd avd valuable collection of honlch
and:then of-pr eronting thehr to-the-
oty of Mew, York, ..In additlon to tho
books, he gave & millon angd o quats |
ter “dollurs. for the bullding and eon- |
owment. o Tho library, though it does
41 Seraie-high.dn polnt of Jumbers, 14
uwndmrl‘ rlith dn cAmeridana. TH
Aibles, in & 7"11\0.”‘"3“3!1(1 ﬂml in Eliz:
uhethan pastry,” s f

His was the -enviablo pleuﬂum r;r’

lh‘lnr to, ses his Ubrary giving .ood1
and Mght'to him ‘fellowmen. In mls,
he displaved great’ wisdom as well as |
FHabIIE BpIRIL TOP Tad he defdrred -tha'
‘zift till bis.death it might have been
ar. the—risk--of -that " thwarling of In-!
tention “through- 16gal complications, |
so often happe‘ning and no' ably fn

the case of the Tllden hoqua;t to

of Washington.” This he found to be
impos {'ble, without a reference I
brary. This Ted him to thinking of
‘the needs of the new country. He Is
rald a8 a wrlter, to have lacked im-.
agioation, but he at least possessed
Insight and foreslght and as o ‘prac-
tica, publicspirited citizen, por-
sunded his Inilmate friend, John Ja-
cab Astor, to endow a Mbrary. My

New Yoz_'k Clty.

‘——‘Phe-Han_._Samup_meen—ee%ml ar,

lawyer and statesman, dying In 1886,
left a will, dated a few years before,
leaving the bulk of an Immense es
tnte, estimated at elght mlllons of
do]lars. to trustees, for the purpose of
founding a free public library, At
the sult of a nephew, an heirat-law,
thlis provision of the will was de-
featod in the courts, being final 13 de-
clared invalld, by the Supremo Court

of Appeals of New York.
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