Exterior

South Elevation

Bearing no evidence of porch, chimney, or door, the single most remarkable feature of two-story south-facing elevation of the Baldwin House is its grand fenestration. This elevation has been almost completely stripped of its weatherboards, exposing its timber frame post-and-beam construction. A massive two-story center post divides the south framing into two two-story bays, each centered by a large window on each floor, with a heavy and lengthy lintel articulating deep into significant secondary posts. Centered between the window framing is another noteworthy feature of the timber framing, the pegged dove-tailing of the second floor sills into the center post, with pegged mortise and tenon down braces.  Down braces also anchor the corner posts. Each corner of the south elevation is finessed by another important element, a straight, slender two story corner board decoratively nailed along its inner edges. 

The window opening in the left bay is 79” wide, starts from a point 21” above the sill, and extends upwards for 8’. The right opening begins 20” above the sill, extends for 8’, and is 70 ½” wide. As noted above, the wooden lintels are heavy, long, and deeply imbedded in the jamb posts, appearing to be somewhat overbuilt. Two sash weights 5 ½  x 10 1/4“ were found in the overgrowth and trees a  few yards from the south elevation. 

A strip of weatherboarding with worn white paint runs along the foundation lines. These boards are 7” wide, of c variable length, and carry weathered white paint. The longest at 12 feet is on the southwest corner and is almost free of paint. 
The foundation includes portions of visible brick work in the east and west corners placed in five courses: header, stretcher, stretcher, header, and stretcher. This brickwork was repointed with a later, harder mortar. Portions of the foundation appear to be brick covered by scored, parged cement.

There appears to be an enclosed gutter. A sketch was taken of sections of decorative cornice Under the eaves, horizontality is emphasized by three boards, narrower than the siding boards, two with a beaded edge. At the corners, the boards meet in an attractive miter, giving the impression of quality craftsmanship. The entablature sports three boards, also narrower than the rest of the siding, that also emphasize the horizontality appreciated in Jeffersonian classicism.

. 


South Elevation View from south west, showing post-and-beam construction.
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South Elevation Showing Two-Story Center Post,  Lengthy Lintel Over the Door

And Tenons of Second Story Rafters.

Note the Dovetail of the Second Floor sills into the Center Post  
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South Elevation, from south east corner of first floor showing corner board, down dracing, and partial framing of  one bay of very large window.
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South Elevation showing large windows on both floors
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South Elevation SouthWest Corner Second Floor showing : Corner Board  and enclosed gutter. 

Under the standing seam metal roof, the weather board is narrower, emphasizing horizontality, an aesthetic favored in Greek Revival   
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South Elevation Foundation
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South Exterior Elevation Concrete Facing over Brick
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Concrete Facing Close-up

Room 100

Room 100 is a wide, commodious center hallway running the full length of the house west to east between the front and rear entrance doors. This central hall affords access to Rooms 101 through 104. There is a retrofitted bathroom in the northwest corner adjacent to Room 103. A straight staircase to the second floor begins seventeen and a half feet from the west wall. A closet with a shelving system is present beneath the stairs. (see floor plan, and subsection below discussing the staircase.

Floor: The flooring system apparently remains fully intact.  Approximately six feet of flooring along the north wall east of Doorway D-002 was not visible due to piled, detached railings, baseboard, and wainscoting. The floor is constructed of toe-nailed random-width (3.75 “to 6.5”) tongue-in-groove floorboards running north to south.

Walls: The exterior walls are timber-framed. The interior walls defining the hallway were of early wallboard, probably covering sawn lath visible elsewhere in the house. Sawed lath first appeared around 1825-1835, so this feature of the house precludes an earlier date of construction. The walls are painted light teal green. Wallboard seams are covered with furring strips painted the same color and attached with wire nails.

Wainscoting: Above baseboard, wainscoting 25” tall survives on all walls of the central hall except along the stairwell and a retrofitted bathroom in the northwest corner.  Machine-made half-round and triangular moldings are found on the wainscoting and above the baseboard.  6” high baseboard ran beneath the paneled wainscoting.  The machine-made moldings confirm a date for the house after 1835. (See drawings of wainscoting for details and measurements.) 
Ceiling: The ceiling is covered with light teal-colored early wallboard, defined by light teal furring strips.

Doors:  This room contains Doorways D-001, 002, 003, 004, 005 and 006, as well as a door frame to enter a retrofitted bathroom, and a door to access a closet beneath the stairs.  Doorways D-001 and D-004 provide access to the exterior. D-001 is a double door likely to have been used as the front door. This is also supported by the placement of the staircase. Doorway D-004 (east) is adorned with a transom (8.5”x 32”), a light over the door (both  probably original) and two sidelights (18.5”x 5,” probably added later).  The door itself is wood with nine lights measuring 11”x 7.5” each.  In the door frame for D-004 are ghost marks indicating hinges for the original double doors.  Doorway D-001 (west) has two-panel wood doors (30”x 94”).  Based on measurements of hinge placement on these doors, compared with the ghost marks on D-004, the D-001 double doors present are likely original. Additionally, measurements for double doors discovered in room 203 match the surviving doors in D-001, so the found doors are probably those that originally graced the east doorway before the addition of the sidelights and the present single door. The wooden four panel door for the closet beneath the stairs bears a ghost mark for its original lock.

Windows:  There are no windows present in Room 100, apart from the aforementioned door transom, light, and sidelights on D-004 and the transom on D-001, as well as an unimportant small window added in the retrofit bathroom.
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  100-A

Room 100, East Facing

Center Hall
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 100-B

Room 100, West Facing

Center Hall
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 100-C

Retro-fitted bathroom in north west corner of Center Hall.
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 100-D

Room 100, D1

Front Door

[image: image12.jpg]i |



 100-E

Room 100, D4
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 100-F

Ghost mark of original hinges on D4
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  100-G

Ghost mark of Original Hinge on D4
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 100-H

Room 100, Wainscot Profile
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 100-I

Room 100, Wainscot
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 100-J

Room 100, Closet Under Stairs
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 100-K

Room 100, Door for Closet Under Stairs

Stair Case

The straight main staircase ascends from Room 100 to its second level landing in Room 200. Located on the south wall of the hallway, the 52.5” wide staircase contains twenty stained wooden stairs. The bottom stair tread width is 11.5”, the remaining treads are 10 ¾” wide, and the risers are 5” high and painted with a relatively intense teal green pant .  Along the stained and varnished outside stringer, decorative scroll work in a complex curve has been applied under each step. (See photographs below for ornamental details.)  The original newels, balustrade and rails were removed from the staircase and piled together against the north wall in Room 100.  The round wooden top rail measures 12.5’ and is routed on the bottom to receive ¾” face 1 ½” deep slatted banisters and flat-bottomed spacers. The slatted banisters are 3” apart. The ball-headed turned newel measures 4.5 feet tall (see drawings for detailed measurements of the newel post). The auger holes drilled to accommodate attaching the newel show smaller starter holes in the center of larger holes,  evidence of a type of drill that was not in use before 1790. A closet under the stair is entered from the back of the staircase; its door is described above.
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 Stair- A

Room 100, Staircase, Ornamentation Detail
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 Stair- B

Room 100, Staircase, Riser and Tread
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 Stair-C

Room 100, Staircase, Riser
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 Stair-C

Staircase, Newel, Rail, Balustrade




 Stair- D
Auger Holes in Base of Newel showing Center Holes




 Stair-E
Flat shaped board to fasten second floor balustrade to the wall

Room 200

Room 200 is a second level central hallway stretching the full length of the house from east to west. This hallway includes the second story landing for the straight stair from the first floor, and provides access to Rooms 201-204 as well as the exit Doorways D-200 east and D-200 west.

 Floor:  The floorboards are wood, toe-nailed tongue-in-groove boards of variable width running from east to west.  A hole exists in the flooring surrounding the stair landing that indicates the placement of the newel and stair rail. The second story balustrade was removed from the wall but is still present in the house, and featured a round handrail and slatted banisters consistent with the staircase features observed on the first floor. A flat board shaped like the silhouette of the newel served to attach the short section of the second floor balustrade found elsewhere (see photograph above)

Walls:  The exterior walls are timber framed.  The interior wall is comprised of white wallboard, with several areas of exposed sawed lath.  Seams of the wallboard are covered with furring strips and a picture rail remains intact.  Not including a 6 inch baseboard, a  two foot gap at the bottom of the wall is evidence that wainscoting has been removed. A ghost mark on the wall adjacent to the staircase indicates the placement of the newel-shaped flat board that accommodated the attachment of the upstairs balustrade to  the wall.

Ceiling:  The ceiling is covered with the same white early wallboard as the walls, including the furring strips at the seams.

Doors:  This room provides access to rooms through Doorways D-201, 202, 203, 204.  Doorways D-200east and D-200 west (35.5” x 45”) lead to the exterior.  Both exterior doors are wood and have six glass lights measuring 13.5” x 11.5”, as well as a box lock.

Interior Door Architraves: The interior door architraves are 6.5” wide, with components diminishing from the inside of the frame towards the outside in a non-symmetrical proportional rhythm of 3:3:1:1.5:1.25:1:1.25:1:1.  The architraves are anchored with a bulls eye motif carved in a 6.5” square block. 
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 200- A

Staircase, Newel at Second Floor Landing




 200- B

Room 200, Newel Ghost mark on South wall
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 200-C

Room 200, West Facing
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 200-D

Room 200, West Door
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 200-E

Room 200, Picture Rail
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 200-F

Room 200, East Door Architrave Detail

