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Erdng thelr Tife Bme 18 mop
ArivAmeriensd thead it an
‘paople, It in o sl Zrestsr pleant
‘gee that e dlrection of their benst
‘cenea Is largely foward the f{ounding
of public librarles. it has been observ-
-ed that thors Iz md counfry in which
- wealth g so sensibla of ita obligatinaz
'ng ours, As most of onr tich men have]
Irlsen from the ranks this gyapaily Is
| readtly understosd, “and s but tho
i healthy slde ¢f thet good valuve which
true democrpey tonds i foster. -
. Whenever we toad of * » forelgnes’s
'(‘.haI‘&Ctel‘iZ{ltﬁOﬂi%& of Arceoricans wg ak
| WAV 5eo prominently mentloned” their
ganerons giving for pablie neods.
| - Thg,propriety of spanking ‘of M.
| Carnegle's riltato [Fbraries, under tho
"head ‘of meraorial ‘libraries . may he
i questioned, Yel evary one of the thous-
sand, which beni~his name is very do-
. cldedly. & memorial to his wlgdom and
:philanthropy. He 'aud Benjrmin Fronk-
‘Hin ptand together as the two men who
‘in_the history-of .this cbuntry have
‘besn most eminent In ahrywdnesy and
i'practical wiadom -the first feunder ot
ca Hbrary-in Amerlca, and the greateatl
!fornder of 1ibrarles the world has ever
:p_n_}duced. e St S e
7 Most persans will agres that no ono
i{a.a better judge of & good investmant
‘than . Andrew -Carnegie, and he has
"ahown .beyond questlon hig bellef in
i the supreme valne of the public lbre.
‘ry. Ha Goes not require that the 1ibra-
{1les ‘ho aids shail bear his name. The
public {ibrary fn Norfolk in & case in
polint. Up.to 1800 the total amount of
gfm,and bequosts to lbraries in the
-United -Btates amounted to- ninetzen
‘milllon dollars (£19,000,000). Sincs that
woar Mr. Carnegle has glven twenty-
nine milliong to librarles in this coun-
try. Gutslde and .boyond his meénota-
bla benefactlons, it 18 a pleasure 10
note that no ¢fther agent or {nstrument
of .public education bas enjoyed . the
 Blfts-of private peneflcencs to 8o great
_af extent ns the public library.
| [ndeed no‘othir publlc object seems
'ty atiract the glfts and bequests of the
wenlthy as thig does.

.There seems to be a ready parcep-
tlon of the truth that one’s memory
cranot be battepperpetunted than by

N -

‘ument for himself or

develop the clvilization of tho future.

aseoclalion with en institution go POP-

Ing and go malvarnsl In

It iz the only lhstitution thal invilas
11 azes, all classes, to parteke of ita
sdvantéged, withont fee or tax of any
kind, free as the gunlight and the air|
wo breatho. The desira to have cne’a,
pafas held o bonot and gratitnde after
fieall is a grost incentive to Tnoble
Gmodg-——ongs 0f tho greatest implanted
in u8. How csn one build a better. mon-
for some ons
whomio joves than by giving to his
homs town some grand Institation,
which shell Destow increased advan-,
tamons upon  succeeding generations.
Such p memorial constantly rtecslis,
pant wollenesy, constantly serves the|
nregent meedr, and rllently helpa to

it iz not an easy thing to keep one-
golf In remembronce, We fall Into the
great stream that s hurrying our men-
eration Lo the other shore. A little
clrelo of waves 1s made for a moment
The waters become smooth again, and
how many of our fellow-men will
know that we eyer Jived? And yet 4
frr more lmportant question !, how
meny ars made better becanse wWe
hiave llved? He that glves his name
to some great public benefaction, such
as a free !brary has reared for him-
galf a monument that shall endure.
‘Upon this memorial he may confideat-
1y allow the waord “Regurgam’ to be
carved, for through his good deed he
will rise azain in the grteful remem-
brance, and Iin the lifted llves, the
hroadened minds, and forttfled char
acterg of generations to come.

_“The pyramids may forget their
pmilder, but memorials such as thesse
bave longer memories.” |
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