Exterior Description 

East Elevation

The east elevation of this timber-frame dwelling includes a centrally located door on the first floor and a second floor door directly above it. To the right of the doors is an exterior chimney which was balanced by a second identical chimney to the left side of the door. To the right of the existing chimney is beaded lapped weatherboard siding; the door is flanked by flush, face-nailed siding. On the top tympanum there is also flush weatherboard. Beyond the ghost-mark for the chimney on the left is lapped weatherboards. As a refinement, the wall surface between the chimneys, with wide, flush boards, was treated in a better manner as opposed to the regular beaded weatherboards on the outer walls beyond the chimneys. This treatment is similar on the west elevation.

Foundation

The brick foundation is laid in Common Bond courses with two rows of stretchers topped by a row of headers and another row of stretchers. Above the exposed brick foundation is a continuous sill except for in two areas to the right and left of the door where the end of E-W beams are exposed.

Windows/Doors

There are no windows on this elevation. The first floor door is a modern 20C door with nine lights. The bottom of the first floor door is a raised panel “X” pattern.  Three modern rectangular sidelights flank the door. Directly above is a modern light one-paned rectangular transom. Above this is an original transom window with four lights.  This topmost transom is identical to one on the west elevation. Between the first- and the second-floor doors is a wall plate with ten mortises related to the original portico, now missing. The first floor door frame is composed of studs and a large lintel above. The stud on the right side furthest from the door includes five mortises of unknown function that are not mirrored on the opposite side. This was most likely a reused member intended for another location.

The second story door, which opens inward, features six lights in the upper half and two rectangular panels in the bottom half.

Walls

The second story wall between the chimneys is missing its weatherboards, exposing the timber framing. Five rows of replacement weatherboards occur just above this exposed framing in the area where the end gable’s lower cornice ran across forming the bottom of the typanum. Exposed lath is visible between studs and braces. A hand-hewn brace stands juxtaposed with a vertical beam that appears to be sawn. It could not be determined whether the beam was pit-sawn or machine-sawn. There are two down-braces in the center section of the second story wall. On both the first and second stories of this elevation’s left side, the siding has been removed to expose the timbers and plaster from the interior, revealing a channeled corner post.

Chimney

The chimney on this gable wall consists of American bond. Some of the bricks show remnants of penciling, but with no wash, and the lower right side of the chimney has been re-pointed with Portland cement. There are fragments of three lightning rod holders in the center and at the top of the chimney.  The chimney’s top three courses are corbelled.

Ghost marks where the paint is more intact suggest that there was once a second chimney on the left side of this façade. Bricks found on the ground below the paint ghosts do not appear to have been part of the foundation; instead, they further suggest the former presence of a second chimney on this elevation.

A piece of metal embedded in the brickwork suggests that the porch roof included metal sheeting.  A second fragment of metal is affixed to the chimney as possible flashing between the chimney and the porch roof.

Porch

Although no porch is present today on the east elevation, observations and analyses of the façade indicate that a porch once existed.  Ten mortises punched into the beams above the first-story door indicate that joists for a porch roof once protruded from the existing timber framing.  Trenches and indentations in the ground in front of the front door suggest once again that there may have been posts and supports for a porch. 

Five mortises in the vertical post to the right of the first-story door raise questions as to their use.  They could have held joists for a wall that would have bisected the porch or—more likely—the beam was simply reused from the construction of the rest of the house.
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Room 103
Located in the northwest corner of the house, room 103 opens off the house’s central hallway to the left of the front door.  

Doors

Door 1 opens into the room from the hallway, and door 2 opens from room 104. D103-1 is a solid wood door with two large panels running the length of the door. It is covered with what looks like a dark brown paint or stain. The doorknob appears to be a 20th-century knob and catch, but above the doorknob are several holes which indicate that earlier locks had been placed on the door.  Only further research could determine which types of locks existed earlier.

D103-2 is 2’ 5 ¼” wide and 6’ 7 ¼” tall and is a modern hollow core door.  Paint analysis reveals that the present light gray coat is the only layer on the door.

Floors

Pine floor boards run east-west and are face-nailed with wrought or cut nails. The irregular floor boards vary in width, with an average dimension of 5 ¼”.  Three different layers of patterned linoleum remain partially intact over the surface of the wood floors.

Walls

Room 103’s original wainscoting remains nailed to the bottom third of each wall.  Including baseboard, datum and chair-rail, the facing measures a height of 2’7”.  A 2” ledge tops the moldings of the chair-rail.  Made of modern material, the walls above the wainscoting consist of simple sheet rock seamed with batten (rather than the traditional spackling).

  Ceiling

The ceiling is covered in a modern sheetrock with battens nailed over the seams. Joists of the second floor are visible through openings of the modern ceiling. They appear to be part of the original timber framing.

Fireplace
A centrally-located fireplace stands on the west wall of the room.  The fireplace bricks were removed and replaced by wooden beams.  Although the beams are old, the wire nails protruding from their faces suggest construction contemporary with the installation of a stove.  A circular hole cut through the wall above also indicates the diameter of a stovepipe. 

Mantel

The mantel is crafted in a simple Greek Revival style, with a recessed panel visible between two elongated capitals. The corresponding columns are missing now from both sides of the mantel. Nail holes on the mantel appear to be in a pattern which may indicate that some type of ornamentation was affixed. 

Paint analysis of the mantel reveals five layers of paint on top of the wood:  a light grayish-blue is topped by strata of glassy forest green, green-gray, white and the topmost coat of blue-gray.

Windows

Two windows with 9” by 12” panes were found on the floor of room 103.  They appear to fit the empty frame in the room’s north side, but their muntins appear to be more recent than the other woodwork in the room. 









Room 202

This room is located in the southwest corner of the house and is 21 ½’ by 19 ½‘. There is a single door opening with evidence of door hardware on the framing. One large window opening faces the south. A small entrance to the attic is located in the northeast corner of the ceiling. Evidence of the fireplace is found on the west wall where the plasterboard was stripped away. The fireplace mantel was found on the floor. 

Door

No door remains, but roughly-hewn framing timbers still stand.  The left timber is chamfered on the frame’s inside edge at a height of about 2 ½’ from the floor, and the right timber is log-hewn and has a peg driven through it.  Two mortises are also cut into the left timber.  Since there seems to be no apparent use for any mortises in this location, this beam may have been reused from another part of the house.  

Floors

The irregular tongue-and-groove floorboards range from 3 ½” to 5 ½” and run from east to west.  No floorboards remain on the southern side of the room.  Fragments of blue and white figured linoleum remain in the room.  

In front of the wall where the fireplace may have stood, the floorboards still run east-west but are more regularly-spaced at a width of 2”.  This could have been the hearth area in front of the fireplace.

Walls

Plasterboard and wainscoting partially cover the walls and are torn away in various places to expose the lath. Most of the nails visible in the room are cut nails. 

A simple green molding on all intact plaster runs the entire circumference of the room at a height of 7’.  Small, beaded wood blocks are nailed to the bottom of the east wall and appear to be scrap lumber reused for unknown purposes.

Ceiling

The ceiling is clad with exposed riven lath and traces of plaster.

Mantel

There is no fireplace, but there is evidence that one may have existed on the west side of the room. A mantel found in the room is flat and unadorned, with simple turned posts on both sides. A wooden thread spool is nailed to the right side of the mantel, the purpose of which is unknown. 

On the west wall, where the fireplace could have been located, there are holes where the mantel might have been attached.  However, they are punched at a height of 5’ 4” while the mantel stands only 4’ 9” tall.  It is therefore unlikely that these holes were used to affix the mantel.

A few fragments of brick found in front of the mantel may linger from a former fireplace.
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East Elevation Second Story Door
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East Elevation Foundation
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East Elevation Chimney
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chimney re-pointed with Portland cement





East Elevation Cornice & Exposed Down-Bracing
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Roman numerals IIII and V visible in down-bracing 
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wooden beams potentially installed when brick fireplace was replaced with a stove
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Room 103 Mantel





D103-2 modern hollow-core door
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Room 103 Floors





3 different layers of linoleum flooring were found





floorboards were various widths, ran from east to west and were face-nailed





Room 103 Window (W-103)





window latch





W-103 fallen from frame





window hardware





hinge





paint ghost





gauging evident





Room 103 Ceiling





mantel is 1’ shorter than the height of nail holes found in wall
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possible location of mantel: boards are newer than adjacent interior boards





mantel found on floor
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