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The Religious Society of Friends and Campbell County

(abridged)

Lindley M. Winston

The Quakers brought to this part of Virginia the same hopes as countless
others seeking freedom from religious persecution and political oppression
in Europe. And, as others, they came trying to find a better life for
themselves and their children in the New World.

While Quakerism, as a faith, is gone from the area, the blood of the early
Quakers runs in many county families to this day.

As a religious body, the Quakers' beliefs and ways cut across the grain

of the 0ld South. These members of the Religious Society of Friends,

founded by George Fox in mid-17th Century England, took guidance, indivi-

dually, directly from God. With this philosophy, they were in rebellion

against ecclesiastical establishments, Puritan in New England and Episcopal

. in Virginia. The Friends provided a beacon and an asylum for those re-
volting against all outward restrictions on the practices of religion,

Yet the Quakers grew in numbers and continued to grow in America after
Quakerism's period of initial growth in England had passed. Contributing
to the spread of this faith here were the itinerant Quakers, who "felt a
leading" to travel and preach, roaming the colonies to proclaim a gospel
of man's free direct access to God, speaking in outdoor assemblies and by
cabin fires. Ready to be imprisoned or die for their faith, these Quakers
drew many to their faith and fold.

Also contributing to the growth of Quakerism was its system of meetings,
an orderly system of worship and also of doing business under the peace-
ful guidance of "The Light," In those days, as in many Friends Meetings
today, there was no paid ministry. This way of evangelizing and form of
church government were well suited to the fluid conditions of 18th-Century
America.

The beginning of the Quaker community in what is now Campbell County can

be dated from 1754 when petition was made for the right to establish an
organized public meeting, For several years prior to this, Quakers prob-
ably had been establishing homes and farms in the area between the James
River and the earlier settlements at Flat Creek and New London. The leader
of what was to become South River Meeting was Sarah Clark Lynch, a widow
since the death of her husband, Charles Lynch, the elder, the previous
year. ¢

The daughter of Capt. Christopher Clark of Louisa County, Sarah Lynch,
had joined the Quakers under the vigorous preaching of an itinerant North
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