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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual 
prop!rties anci districts. See instructions in How ta Complete the National 
Regi.;ter of Historic Places Registration For-m (National Register Bulletin 16A). 
Comp-ete each item by marking "xN in the appropriate box or by entering the 
information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A1' for "not applicable." For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and 
subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative 
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form SO-900ai. Use a typewriter, word 
processor, or computer, to complete all items. 

............................................................................... 
1. Name of Property 
--------_-----_---------------=====--------------- .............................. ............................................ 
historic name BEAR MOUNTAIN INDIAN MISSION SCHOOL 

other names/site number -VDHR FILE No. 05-230 -- 
................................................................................ .................................................. 
2. Location 

street & number _SW corner, intersection of Rt , 6 4 3  & Rt. 7 8 0 -  not for ~ublication N / A  
- 
city or town .Smherst vicinity -X- 
state V i r g i n l a  code -VA- county Amherst code -009 
zip cade -24574- 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 
.............................................................................. .............................................................................. 
As the deslgr.ared authority under the National Historic Presrr7:ation Act of 1986, 
as amended, hereby certify that this _X_ nomination request for 
deterrnicatio~: 3f eligibility meets the documentation stanaarjs for registering 
properc~es in the :lational Register of Historic Places and rneets the procedural 
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 6 0 .  In my opinion, the 
property meets __ does not meet the National P.eglster Criteria. I 
recormend ?kz tkis property be considered significart nationally - 
state'2:lae & locaily. ( - See continuation sheet far additionai comments.) 

Signature of zsrtifying officiZY 

V!i  Dept. of Historic * P S " , I T C ~ ~  

State sr Fede-a1 agency and bureau 
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In my opinicr.. -he property meets does not meet the National Register 
criteria. < - See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenEing or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

.............................................................................. 
4. National ;ark Service Certification 
.............................................................................. .............................................................................. 
I, hereby cerrlfy that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

- determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Resister - 
removed from the National Register - 

\- other ?:<plain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

Ownership of ?roperty (Check as many boxes as apply) 
- X- private 

public-local - 
public-State - 
public-Federal 

Categar:; of Fzs3erty (Check only one box) 
:< building (s) ~- - 

district - 
site - 
structure - 
object - 

Number of Reizxrces within Property 

Contrrhutinq Noncontributina - - .- - - o - buildings 
- - 0 - sites 
- ~- -0- structures 
- .- .- 0 - objects - - - .- 0 - Total 

Number of co-:rlbuting resources previously listed in  he rratlonal 
Register -Noza- 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part 
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0 f a m u l t i p l e  p r o p e r t y  l i s t i n g . )  
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Amherst Csunty, 1l:rglnla 

................................................................................ ................................................................................ 
6. Function or Use 
................................................................................. ................................................................................. 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: - EDUCATION Sub: -school 
- RELIGION - religious fasliity 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: -VACPNT/NOT IN USE Sub: 

- EDUCATION - school 
- RELIGION - religious facility 

................................................................................. ................................................................................. 
7. Description ................................................................................. ................................................................................. 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

- OTHER: horizontal log building 
- OTHER 

Materials (Enter cateqories from instructions) 
f oundat lon S T O N E  
roof METAL 
walls WOOD: log 

WOOD: weatherboard 
ccher CONCRETE 

Narrative Description ~3escribe the historic and ci;rr?l?t zcndltion of the 
property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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................................................................................. ---.----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

8. Statemenr zf Significance 
................................................................................. ................................................................................. 
Applicable ?;a::onal Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the 
crit?rla quaLlfying the property for National Register listing) 

- .z 7-aperty is associated with events that h.ave made 3 significant 
22ntribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

- B ;roperty is associated with the lives of persons significant in our 
??.St. 

- C :-operty embodies the distinctive characterlstlcs of a txype, period, - _. .- method of construction or representls tne work of a master, or 
,_ssesses - - high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entitywhose components lack individual distinction. 

D ;roperty has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in - .- ,.-history ~ . =  or history. 

Criteria Ccns~derations [Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

:< 4 xned by a religious institution or used for religious :xrposes - - 

B .+noved from its original location. - 

c ~lrthplace or a grave 

-- 3 : zernetery. 

2 - 2 reconstructed building, object,or structure 

z :ommemorative property 

C, 1 - 3 s  than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 
- .  years. 

Areas of S:?r:flcance [Enter categories from lnstructlons) 
ETHNIC HERITAGE: Natlve Amerl-312 - 

EDUCATION - 

Sign;ilcanc ;+-son (Complete if Criterion B is marked anovel 
?/A 

Cult~ral Affiliation -Monacan 
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Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on 
one or more continuation sheets.) 

................................................................................. ................................................................................. 
9. :4a]or Bibl~ographicai References 
............................................................................ -----------------------------------------------------------------------------==== 
(Cite the boo~s, articies, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 
or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous docur,entation on file (NPS) 
preliminary determination of individual listing ( 3 6  CFR 67) has been - 

requested. 
- previously listed in the National Register 

previously determined eligible by the National Register - 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey d 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record A - 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
-X- State Historic Preservation Office 

Other Stace agency - 
Federal agency - 
Local uovernment - 
Universit-:- - 
Other - 

Name of reposlccry: 

Acreage of Property - 3 . 2 5 - 0 . 5 -  

UTM References :Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Eastlng Northing Zone Easting Northlng 
1 17 665380 4 1 5 9 8 6 0  3 - - p~ . . .- 
- .- 

See continuation sheet. 

Verbai Soundar.:. Descristion (Describe the boundaries 2f che property on a 
contlnuatlon sneer. i 

Boundary Justlficatlon (Explain why the boundaries ,were selected on a 
concinl:atlo:1 7hse~. ! 
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................................................................................. ................................................................................. 
11. Form Prepared By 
............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
name, title-:,Tartin C. ?erdue 

street 2 number-105 King William ~ r l v e  telephone-7557) 221-7202- 

city or town-Wllllamsburg state-VA- zlp code -23188-1920- 

............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
Adcltionai Documentation 
............................................................................... ............................................................................... 
Subnut the following items with the complered form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map 17.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
n sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage 
or numerous resources. 

Photagraphs 
Representatlve black and white photographs of the property 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

(Conplete thls item at the request of the S3PO or FPO.) 
name M o n a c a n  Indian Tribal Association c 3 Phyllis iiicks 

street h. number-P. 0. Box 112 telephone-1804) 929.6929- 

c1ry 3r town :13rroe state-5.JA _ :lp cziz - 24574- 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - -==== .......................................................................... 
---- ---- 
Paper:v'ork Reduction Act Statement: This rnformation 1- s2lr.g csllected for 
appllcatlons to the Natlonal Register of Hlstoric Places t.3 :2ominare properties 
for ::sting o r  "etermlne eligibility for ::sting, to list ?ropersies, and to 
amend exlstlng listings. Response to this request is requllxc ro 3uta.m a benefit 
in acc-rdance .dlth the National Historic Preservation Act. ,is amended (16 U.S.C. 
47C it seq. i 
Esc::nated Bur.den Statement: Public rewortlnq burden fsr :.'.IS fcrm is estimated - 
to a:-erage 18.1 hours per response including the time for revlewlng instructions, 
gat5,ering and maintaining data, and completing and rexriewlng the form. Direct 
comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect c; ti-s for- :o the Chief, 
Adrn~n~stratir? Services Division, National Park Servl-e. P . O .  Sox 37127, 
Washington, 33 L3013-7127; and the Office sf Management .,nu 9..:dget, Paperwork 
Reductions Plo]ec~ (1024-0018i, Washingtcn. DC 20503. 
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Architectural Description 

The Bear [flour-tain Indian Mission School is a single-story, one-room, 

horizontal icc hililiing. It is situated about 4 miles from the town of 

Amherst, Virginia, on Route 643 (Xenmore Road) in the rural foothills along 

the southeastern base of Bear Mountain. The original mission, consisting of 

Saint Paul's Episcopal Church and the misslan workers' house, occupies a 

quarter-acre plot defined by Route 643 and two converging branches 3f Falling 

Rock Creek. The school building and a newer concrete-block school annex are 

locatsd on a narrozi wedge of land between Falling Rock Creek and Roi!te 780 

(Indlzn l4iss:zn Rcaii. &out 2 D  yards soutkdest of the church, a large 

concrecs-blo:.: bull-lng was recently built ;s the Parlsh IIall and Monacan 

Indian Tr~bal Lssoclation Center. All five buildings are in closz proximity 

tc onL? ar.ot12.?: 111 5:. area of something less than an acr% :~lrrcu::ied by wooded 

hllis an t ! ~ e  3sc :-.orth, and east, and EleAds to the s o u m  

-3.cross :he creek, west of the mission school, lies saint Paul's 

Epis:~pzl C':I::;:~. 2uilt for the mission, tl:e church ~ 3 s  ., zsccann.ular wood 

frame k1.:1lc1:::: palxred white with a hint of gothic detailing in triangular 

lights abo\-e ::ne e;sr and the east window. The three windows in che north 

side :.ere al;: rzc~ed wlth triangular arches. A small dl,itnond shaped window 

was f e d  : .:- ;:e:< of the east gable ana above this a : .  sx-r?sc :all cross 

serve6 2s a :-::la:. According to Peter 1iou;~'s histor:/ ~ 3 f  the Monacans, it 

was 8 +. e t : :  . 1 slxty-two feet, was underpinned with fleld stone down to 

the yzanite a s r .  It would hold two hundred people."- Thls churc-. and the 

Peter Xouck, Indian Island in Amherst County (Lynchburg, Tla.: Lynchburg 
Histor~cal Researck. Company, 1984): 95. 
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adjacent hcuse far mission workers, are contributing resources since they were 

built during :he period of significance. The original chnrch caught fire in 

the wlnter of 1930 and was completely destroyed, taklng w:~n it the nearby 

mission house. The church was immediately rebuilt and the mission workers' 

house was repiaced shortly thereafter, presumably within txo or three years 

after the f;zc?. 

The church, as it appears now, is quite similar In form and style to the 

original strcc:-.-e. It is a long, wood frame building wit.? a gable roof 

covered wlth aschalt or composite shingles. The entrance is through double 

doors  center?:^ 1:; the west gable end. Above the doors is a ~rlangular transom 

and a gabls5 .:::a. Over this hood a circular window, zbour three feet in 

diameter, tai :-::en the place of the diamond-shaped openlnq of the original 

church. The 15s: gable end is lit with three tall, narrow, pointed arch 

windows. .':: :::s north corner of the east snd is a small, ~ ~ b l s  roofed 

vestibule. I: 1; lit with an arched window in the east ;ri. The minister's 

door ro the --+sr:bule is in h e  north side .and, in ketpl!:.: .:;L~!I r:lr vernacular 

gothlc detall-::=, it is also Lopped with a small triangular transom. 

The c:-.+r:-~c m:sslon workers' house 1s a small L-piax, vooc trame 

dwel1:r.g ~-s~r:::c: on a concrete block foundation. It 1s  sheathed illth 

horizonral ::zc- sldlng and the gable roof is covered wlth isphalt or composite 

shinglss. 2.. +::closed porch :?as been added to the norrhea:;: ::~de tnd parts Of 

the hcuse :I, ::-en resheathed with modern synthetic :xat;.r:ils 

; mar? ::zent school building, also ?, sontribuclng resource, was built 

to the SOUL!: :f :he log school. This building appears to .late from the 1930s. 

Is a plain ;ra:ne building, sheathed in weatherboard, with a standing-seam 
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metal roof 

The plan of the log mission school house measures 17'2" by 19'1". 

carried on a low stone foundation. The walls are abou: 5 to 6 inches thick 

and appear to be constructed of pine logs. The logs have been hewn flat on 

the inside and outside surfaces and are joined at the corners with "V" 

notches. The Interstices, or spaces between the logs, are filled with a mud 

and lime chinking. Some of the mortar appears to have been added during later 

repairs. The walls are painted white, presumably over earlier coats of 

whitewash. ?here are a number of places where planks have been nailed over 

the logs, apparently co.JerIng areas of decay and repall The gable roof is 

covered wlth standing-seam metal over boards supportea b : ~  elght rafters. 

There 1s no ridge pole; however, the rafters appear ts oe railed together. 

The maln faczds of the school faces east onto Route 780 !Indian Mission Road) 

The door is roughly in the center of this wall with a .,nndow on e~ther side. 

Both wlndows fire slx-over-slx double-hung sash. The noor and wlndow frames 

and t.riln ar? i i l  painted gray. The north tficade is ;, . x b l ?  e!;d facing Route 

643 (Kenmorc ?;ad). The center of this wai: features ; ilndow, ,also six-over- 

sir double-l1u::g sash. To the east of this window is 5 L--:rich-square 

concrete-bloci: flue chat presumably replaced an earll.:: I'l.~e ar scove-pipe. 

The .Jest slde faces Saint Paul's Episcopal church and is also lit by only One 

window, of 2::; -,:.:er-s~:.: double-hung sash. The foundar :3n :lnder this wall lies 

directl:; oc r i.?~ge granite outcrop above Falling Roc.: :reek. The 

fenestration 3: t!le south end of the log pen is a sincle ce:ltlril door that 

gives access :: LL smali storage area. Attached to the soc~h end of the log 

schoolhouse :s a frame addition consisting of a storaoe room and an open 
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porcn. Thls wlng is sald to have Deen addea by Arthur Gray in 1908. The 

interior walls of the log schoolhouse have been refinished wlth modern 

sheerrock pa~nted a light hlue-green. The floor is l3id wick 2 "  planking. 

The low celllng is covered with board and batten, with the strips running 

parallel to the ridge. Cn either side of the door in the south end there are 

slates and a blackboard. 
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Statement of Significance 

Bear '::,~ntalr. and its vicinity is regarded b:i the Vonacans as their 

historica;, rscial, and spiritual center; one which has been occupled by them 

since prehistory.'   he Bear Mountain Indian Mission School is one of the few 
sur>:iving nlrsion schools for Native Americans in 'Jirginia and it is unique 

for its assz.::ation with the Monacan people. It is an artifact of an era of 

segregated public education following Reconstruction in the South. For these 

reasons, tk .2  sear Mountain Indian Mission School is considered significant at 

the local 15--21 as regards National Register Criterion A for ethnic history as 

Historical 3ackground 

When :..z~pean colonists first set tosc in North .America the Monacans 

lived thrc..:-:-.sut much of the mountains and upper ~iedmont af Virginia. 

Acczrding r :  :eter Houck they were linguist~cally affiliatci ..clth SIOUX from 

the 2hic . - . i ? y .  They were primarily hunters and z=Taulc i r  :::e sense that 

the;- peri;?.' moved their villages according t3 the a-.r,?llabilit.f of game. 

They- often :t:zied along the branches and tributaries of pledmont rlvers above 

the tall :I:-.- The Monacans practiced some agriculture, but not to the extent 

of :swharsr. ilqonquins to the east. The influence sf co:z111::ing Suropeans 

was ;ncreas::~.qiy telt by the Monacans in tnr iate seventeenti: century. The 

mosr slgr.:5:rint result came indirectly, t!~rough escaiat~l~.: r i ~ d s  13). the 

' A :.?:- qooa, recent work on the prei~istoric and contact era Monacans is 
Jeffrey L. X-ntman, "Between Powhatan an3 Quirank: Reconstructing Monacan 
CulSure and :-::story in the Context of Jamestown, " American Anthropologist 92, No. 
3 {Septernbez 1990) : 676-690. 
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Iroquois fr-1 ~ h e  norch. The Iroquois were in part also reactlng to the 

pressures of sxpandlng whlte settlement. According to Houck: 

Somet::-:r after 1671, rhe Tutelos and Saponis were drl-?en south by the 
Iroquols to join their Monacan kin, the Ocaneechis, who camped on an 
island . . . at the confluence of the Dan and Staunton rivers near 
Clarksvllle. This group was later forced into North Carolina, where 
they had a testy relationship with the neighboring Tuscarora. After ten 
years zf constant agitation, the Saponis, a name the English now applied 
col1ecz;vely to all Monacans, returned north to Virglnia to be given 
protection by the whites at Fort Christiana in Brunswick County. But 
furthey ieterioration in cultural relationships led to the hanging of 
one of :he chiefs. They thus made a reluctant peace wlth their hated 
enemy, :he Iroquois, and joined them in Pennsylvania as their Sixth 
Nation 

During the .;-??-isan Revolutior., the Monacans, along xlth tile ,:tiler Iroquois 

nations, ~-.?z:;ated to Canada. It is beiie-?i that the last ,-cf these Monacans, 

a Tutelo, ii;:.< in 1871. 

Soc L t - l  sf the Monacans ended up in Canada. A handful remained behind 

in the -:;cl::-=-.- . ~ f  Eear I.lountaln In Amherst County. For 3.'er 3 century 

Monacans a::S :li:;.s lnterrarrzed and li-.ec c~gether 5: :  the --=c~::;t>, of Bethel. 

Incorporate5 z 1391 Eethel '<as located 2c :he mouth :f SAL: Cr?ek on the 

James Tlver . 2ut seven :rilles southwest 3: ;?as MOunSJln :I: -T.? site of an 

early tradl::: :3o!;t. By the ild-nineteenth entury 1: ccns1;ted af a mill, 

tavern, stc~e f?rry, a few houses, and faslllties for preparing tobacco for 

water transrz-:. The town disappeared with the advent of Fallroad shipping 

and the d?c-l:e st the Kana.dha Canal 

- . . .  in . .: =-do Monacan slsters had a do,~ble weddlxg ;n Eethel; Nancy Evans 

to Ned Srar.b.=.--:, iild Molly Z'rans to William .Jshns. In 1833 ::~lllam Johns 

' Peter :suck, I n d i a n  I s l a n d  i n  Amherst C o u n t y  ILynchburg, ':a.: Lynchburg 
Historical ?.?search Company, 1984) 27-28. 
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bought 400 acres on Bear Mountain where he moved with his wife, four sons, and 

father-in-law. This tract, which was referred to as che 'Johns Settlement,' 

became the refuge of Monacan descendants with such famlly names as: Johns, 

Evans, Branham, Redcross, and Beverly. When Will Johns died in 1856 the tract 

was subdivided among his sons and heirs. By the end of the nineteenth century 

much of the tract had been sold or lost "through failcre to pay property taxes 

and exploitation by land-hungry neighbors."" 

In the segregated, racially hierarchical society of the South during the 

nineteenth-century Natlve Americans suffered various forms of discrimination. 

According ts Ylrginia law passed in 1823 the product of Natlve American and 

white marrzacqes, as well as the children of white and dfrlcan-American unions, 

were labellid "mulattoes." In other words, Native Atr+ri,zan descendants were 

legally den2.d claim to their heritage as i distinct -rasp. Dr. ?lalter A. 

Plecker, the zlrst regls-rar of the Vlrglnla State Bl.reau ot Vltal Statistics, 

promoted 1egl;latlon wnlch dld further harm to Natlve Arnerlcans. In 1924 he 

helped drarc rhe l?lrgin:a Racial Integrity Law which :-ad, In U J L ~ C ,  that "It 

shall be u:-._,iwEul for a!;!, white person in thls State rs marry save a white 

person, cr a pel-son with no other admixture of blood :ran white or American 

Indian. For .:he purposes cf this act, the term 'whiz.: uzrsor. '  shall apply 

only to t h e  :,erson who ?.as no trace whatsoa-..,er of an:- ~ I a o a  other than 

Caucasian; 2~.:- persons .;;no have one-sixteenth or less ;f t lle blood of an 

Petel- 3ouck. Indian Island in Amherst County (Ll-nchhurg, "a,: Lynchburg 
Historical 'rsearch Coxeany, 1994) 54. 

See Helen Rountree, The Powhatan Indians of Virginia (Norman, Ok.: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1989); and Peter Houck, Indian Island in Amberst 
County (Lynchburg, Va.: Lynchburg Historical Researc?. Csmpan:#, 1984). 
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American Indian.". Plecker compiled lists of surnames of fimliies judged to 

be non-white. In 1934 his list to Amherst County of ;?eople -2 r e  banned from 

whice facliities lncluaed the names of Jonr.s, Branhan~, Hici,:c, :;a:n;iton, and 

Adcox. In the vicinity of Bear Mountain there were descendants of Momcam 

who were "phenotypically white . . . who wanted to be identified as white, and 

there were also pnenotypic Indians who were proud of their Indlan pedigree."' 

Plecker's legislation denied the heritage of both groups. He clalmed that 

there .were no descendants of Native Americans in Virginia wl~hou: African- 

American blood, thus they were all classified as "mulattoes." %ether they 

considered themselves white or Monacan, th? descendants cf ti:=. .;shns 

setclement d % ~ e  legally defined as mulat~s 

There was llttle or no access for these people to schools and churches 

in :he late 11i:leteenth and early tj;entiet.i centuries, Some, .-ncse name or 

appearance qualified them as 'white,' caul- attend whzte .sc:-.?ols and colleges, 

but this meant denying their Monacan anccsrry. At tk? Sam% c ~ n e ,  others felt 

thac :he), J i d  not belong in the schools sz7an:zed for .-!f-~c-:~:-.:.-r~cans. The 

early t:<enrleth century was also a time zf ~ztense mlzsiz:7a~-.. :.-:I-.- ,ity, both 

donest-c azd international. Missionaries sfcen filled a gap 1- assisting the 

im~averisned and diseni-anchised overlooeec or neglecced h>!. I ax s  and public 

inszlt,~t~o::s. In 1907 a few well-meaning :-esldents cf Am;:ersz Czunty, John J. 

Ambier III, ,:apta:n Edgar Whitehead, and I;.?... Arthur :Fa-.- :.I,--.--. - . .:em, decided 

2s ouo-ed 1:: Peter Houck, Indian Island in Amherst County ::::..chburg, Va. : 
Lycchburg Historical Research Company, 1533-r 73. 

- Peter Houck, Indian Island in Amherst County (L:;nchburg, a : Lynchburg 
His~orlcal Research Company. 1984) 73-74. 
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to build an Episcopal mission for the Monacan Indians of the Johns Settlement 

on Bear Mnz:lzaln. A young oraduate of tb.e -2niversit.~ ,f 'lil-qlnla, Arthur Gray 

Jr., was o?rsuaded by his father to operace the mlsslrn. 3n January 1, 1908, 

Ambler, with Eiisha Willis, William Adcox, and Richard Lawiess, acquired a 

quarter-acrs parcei of land for the mission. It was a smal; triangular lot 

bounded on the north by Route 643 and on the east and west by the confluence 

of two tributaries of Falling Rock Creek. Later that year, member:: of the 

Bear Mounraln Monacan community, together with Arthur Gray, milt the Saint 

Paul's Mlsslon ch~rch on a large rock outcl-cpping betxeen the two creeks. It 

was also ;:.. 19,J8 =hat Gray, .#ith the ald :f the Monacans, nddcd t.he frame 

extansi;:: :; rile .:chooll~ouse. Gray secur-6 teacher ind i csaconess and the 

work ci ti?? -:issics began in earnest 

The -:?-room log mlsslon school had ~rportedly occup~ed its srte for 

forry !:?arc -rior -3 the advent of the mission.' This would place its date 

of lonstr1:~::on to about 1868. In additlzr ro functl=:11:-~q .;s a school, the 

bu1idi::q : . ;  1se6 as a meetinghouse. It .:.?<: coo snail +--I- . .-;-= ...- 77.:3 ..... riy 350 

people ::: r:.? ;.c!n-unlcy ~t srl.r-sc',. On .ccasior.:;, v11s1: --."a;- . .-.._A ant 

preachers ' s  cczciaczli~g servrces, people .could fii: r!;e ::ma:i school-house, 

. . -  iti wir:ao:-:: ;:lc ZL- aisund it ~,;tslde. :::::i Arthul :ri?.- ,~:.-:id, teachers 

were prc-lczc 3y :.?e councy sporadically, end sometimes cnl.:, 3n part-time 

basis. Ti-.:s-gh h;s successful persuasion and lobbying  eft?^-t~, ;ray managed 

to seccl.? --cendable teachers fcr che sce.3: 1 .  The schioi i,::l;cilng actually 

. . 
lay outsla? rhe boundaries of the missior. r:r.ril July, 1924 .when CI deed was 

Peter Houck, Indian Island in Amherst county !Lynchburg, ':a.: Lynchburg 
Historical 'ssearc3 Company, 19841: 87. 
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made conveying rle scnool tract to the misslon trustess, perhaps in response 

to the ~~~~~~~~~a Raclal Integrity Law. This ;;as the f:rsr time that the school 

was mentioned In the ~ e e a  boo~s, and it was :aguely n.:teci z-at it had "been 

used for a number of years by the School Board of Amherst for a school." The 

school building and property belonged to the Episcopal Diocese of Southwestern 

Virglnla: w e e s  the teachers were, at least in the later years, employees 

of the courcy school board. This arrangement suffices to prov~de education to 

members of Ehe aear Mountain Monacan communlcy for nearly a century. The 

little school finally closed its doors in 1964 when Integration laws made it 

obsolete. Xh:ls the nlssion school may represent a p a ~ n r x ; ,  r s c l s t  past it is 

also rega~asd =.s a s,:cbol of community, cer:traiity, a :  ::nesion by the people 

who were ;c-nclei there. Apart from the rebuilt chur:.!?. ,?ni mlsslon house, it 

is also : s sur.::.:ing remnant of arch;~.::tural i: rl-.I.-:? ..~,hlc.l: can be 
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Verbal Boundary Description. 

The nominated property consists of a triangular plot sf about 0,;s to 0.5 

acres accsrdlng to Amherst County, Virginia, Deed Book 60, pp. i0:-303 and 

amended in Deed Book 93. p. 373. The eastern boundary begins at the 

intersection of Route 643 (Kenmore Road1 and Route 7RC :Indian Mission Road-- 

formerly Coleman Road) and proceeds south along Route 780 for a length of 217 

feet. At this point the boundary continues for a distance of 136 feet 

northwest t c l  the intersection of the wesLern fork of Falling Rocii Creek and 

Route 643. From here the northern boundary follows Ronte 643 east for about 

190 feet r 3  z t a  !stJ.rt~ng point at the intersection wirh Koute 7 3 0  

Boundary Justification. 

The Monaci;? Indian Tribal .'issociation now owns the se--?n acres sf Land 

surroundirq the tnission on the south and Fast and are soon to be ceded the 

Bear Ilour!tal!l Zndian Mission School building by the Ec~scopal DlDcese of 

Southuesrer? ' : ~ r g ~ : ? . ~ a .  Xowever, the 0.2: to 0.5 acre nropeit: lescribed in 

Sect1011 1 3 .  _ ~ - b a L  3ou::dary Description," represenns . i s :  lnlssion 

proper;;. 7.3 . ;as firs: defined for the rhurch and 1::;slo:l I:I .,;r.uary 1, 1908 

(Amherst :;l::t;, '::.;glr-:a, Deed Book 60, pp. 332-303' ~s!I* .'::1*?::ci?m in July 19, 

1924 I ':;11;:--, '::rglnia, Deed Book 93, p. 3731 :a ret~ci:r;-:ely include 

the sc:..s:,i :;A: -ci;ng 
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A11 photograpns are of: 

Bear Mountain Indian Mission School and Vicinity 
.Xmhers~ County, -;irglnia 
VDHR File Number: 0 5 - 2 3 0  

PhoLographed by Martin C. Perdue in September, 

All negatives are stored with the Department of Historic Resources collection 
at the Virqlnia Staze Library and Archives. 

VIEW OF: mission school srte. The 
new mlssion school building is to 
the iefc (south) and the mission 
worker's house and church are seen 
on the right (west); view looking 
south-:+st. 
NEG. : : 5  : :482-~--, - -  
PHOT I O F  16 

VIEW C F :  east, :?aln, elevation; 
view iooking southwest. 
NEG. 0 .  : I:8L712 
PHOTZ 2 0-r .'i 

VIEV CF: east, .-laln, elevation: 
vie:..; :.coi:lng ;c,.lch:n,est 
NEG. :3.: l4819-33 
PHOTO : OF lG 

' I  . .;;uc!: ;;:;ie end wlth _J3!ls 
frar,% OO~C?. ~ n d  stnrase room:  vie.^ 
look::-.q n c r t h ~ . ~ ~ e s r  
NEG. IT'3. : L4827-5 
PHOTZ 4 CP i :: 

VIE:.; :?: ,+ . i i : t .  ':,::I, elevat~o~~: 
. . 

vie:$ -ccb:i::c~ ,:c::::.:>est - . ,- NEG. :;5. : . . > b - S - Y  
PHOTC 5 3F -5 

VIE:.) ?F: n c r ~ h  cjaule end of mlssion 

VIEW OF: west e1evat:sn of mission 
schooi; view loo~isc --st. 
NEG. NO.: 1*827-32 
PHOTO 7 OF 15 

VIEW OF: interior of ::~lssion 
school; vie,.,. looking szuth. 
NEG. NO.: 14829-1e 
PHOTO 8 OF 1- 

VIEW OF: i:izerior '.era11 of roof 
Eratnins in -.le ,.iss: ::: ::hool. 

11~i.1 OF: :$.+st e~el:ilz::::, detail of 
,window; viei lco:,::nc --st 
:JEG. NO. : ' L839--. :  

,I:.v OF: w e : ,  detail of 
nodern repa.: ::-!lsl-::::: of a plank 
pa:cil over ~?te:-lil:ci=+.: logs; view 
:csking easc. 
:JEG. NO.: . 1 9 2 5 t i  
5 '  11 OF , J  

. F :  : :  . ::%I-, detail . ~ s f  . -notch : r  i view 

school; 1 G O :  southeast PHOTO 12 O F  I6 
NEG. :TO.: -4827-24 
~ ~ 0 7 3  e, 07 -6 
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VIEW OF: mission school site from 
Kenmare Road incl:"llng the west side 
of the schcci anz :k.e eastern ;:ld of 
Sain~ Paul'z Zplszspal church in the 
right ;n;ddle-jrs::.:: view iook;;lg 
east. 
NEG. NO.: 1 4 8 2 7 - 3 5  
PHOTO 13 OF 16 

VIEW OF: west gable end of Saint 
Paul's Episcopal ciurch, note the 
mission school in zne left 
background; siew l2oking northeast 
NEG. NO. : ; 4 @ 2 8 - E  
PHOTO 14 OF 16 

VIEW OF: n!l;s~c:-. :zhool slte. From 
left t3 ~193: ':a:: ;z.z seen: the 
misslsIl t,.c:r:-;,:.* . se; a smali 
bridge oxr?:- : FOCI< Creek; Sear 
Mouncsin : : i n  zchool ; ind 
the new miss:;:-, i:.zol bulldlng; 
view looklcq :-.,zr:r;ast. 
PIEG. NO.: : L R 2 8 - Y  
!'HOT0 ;5 OF I J  

VIEW CF: .. - ..-.. . _.., .~.-- . ,.-le front of the 
.. 

Parlsil Hal: : a Csnter; --lew 
look~xq sou:-. n n r  .n the nominated 
area j 
NEG. :::. : - .  

~ .. . 
PHC'r: . S :.' 



BEAR MOUNTAIN INDIAN MISSION SCHOOL 
Amherst, Virginia 

Sketch Site Plan - Martin C. Perdue - September, 1994 






