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Our National Library, tho libmry
of Congress, comua frst of course,
and its history ag traced In a volumo
just tmsued I8 extremely interesting.
It appears asitho first of a series on
American Llbraries, All lotterg and !
apeacheg which relate to the founding |
4n 1800, many picturesgque Incldents,
many ontgnarian detalls, many ¢x-| ¢
.preastons of contemporary opinlon, 80 |
interesting In the light of Its present
status, are given in full

It had reached only
size and {mportance w
gtroyed by tho British [n 1‘11" Tho
private library of Thomag Jeflerson
et Monticello wus at that time the

Ihest and wmost— fmportanl  private
fihrary In tho States, and he offered
to sell it to Congress for $23,000. It
 ¢onsisted of ‘about 7,000 volumes.
__After much discusslon it was hought
't form the foundation ol the new

Congressional Library.

. The speeches and correspondences
~en this subject are of general interest
aa iltustrative of tho political

v m) modost.

©f particular interest to Virgimianas
.arp eome specimens ol the spirit of
. ¢he pross, in advanclng reasons why
-Cﬂngrms should buy the library of
i Mr. Jeflerson.
» The Petersburg Courler,
i« “'5%1&, 1814, says:
- *Anpther great objection is that Mr.
'+ Joflorgon's 1ibrary contning the works
of Voitalre—what a pltiful observa.
© fleml Wi {t be sald that the works |
g;.n!'an anthor, which hold the front

> Fapk on tho shelves of all the lbrartes T

M Burope, and which may be found
% fm "the libraries of Oxford and Cam-
'kn‘ﬂ!gre, end in the four Scotéh uni
?@:ﬁttﬁea should be prohibited & placa

a 4n the Library of Congress? Will the [

% fores -of. Fedoral prejudico and super-
hfﬂi‘.ﬁnn bo so powerrul ag to eirect
rAin

12" The National Intelligencer of samo
- @ale eays: ‘It {8 strange that the

FoyEmer-adarty should pepetaia.evensiF

7 the temple of science, and that an ob-
jm:f.lon 8 made to the purchase of a

antl '
: Mimrary condition of that period. But .

of October |

“®urope would be proud to own. For
peeh s library the British Parliament
“woald give 50,000 pounds.” Mr. George
-lm’mnr, one of those cholce spirits
nehio made New England the center
of rearalng, visited Mr. Jefferson at
Fionticello, spent several delightful
2nd memorable days, and heartlly ap-
proved tha collection. Pardon is ask-
w1 for n dlgresslon here to say that,
‘4m mo hilstory or blographical skeich
fa_thers to he found a more intimato

or thoroughly degmatlul study of —thm
“Boge of Mnntlcﬁ"lﬂ" than in Tlick-
| .mor's “Life ang Letters,” by his wife,
®ir. Jafferson seemed to form qulite
an affection {for the young Federallst
grem New England, for not long after-
‘ward he writes him a letter from
‘"Poplar Foreet, wnear Lynchburg”
‘Bt may not be inappropriate to digress
im Bt further and to quote one sen-
'¢snce Trom the letter, in which his
.homg-cherished plang for the Virglinia
Jj,'ﬁ’n.’ivrzrs!ty are ret forth: “My hopes
vfor the appropriation are kept In!
bomhoeck by the character of the Legls- |
“Esture, whose members do not gener- !
¥y possess informatlon enough (o)}
wweelve, that knowledge is  power,
wrawledes 18 malely and knowiedge
happiness.” The superiority of our;
wmiplature of 1306 Is shown in their .
wi’“mm provisions for the edncational ;
gnstitutions made In the passing ses |
1\:’2@@. :

————

«. B9 we gay, without any great
igtreiich of the truth, that the Jeffer-
= collaction formed the corner-
one of the great Natlonal ITdbrary.
¢ fdnd though the Ubrary has had its
't"«l"‘(?fﬂd borning, there is still preserv-
uﬂ'.’xi &8 lte most precious remnant the

i~

“ghhrary of the distingulshed Virginlan.
?i‘%,a bookas were systematically cata

Remwed by Mr.  Jefferson, -and  his
a.,@‘u‘:*me ‘i3 the basis of the preaent
Fiapetyalied: system of that great sl
"“fﬁgw. Bince Ita second destruction
‘fire ia 1861, it has grown rapidly.
"486%. the great 8mlithsonlan Ingti-

Pk

{g,mg library of 40,000 vo umes .- was
vg,-meik,»gv?‘mrffﬂ to the library of Con-
_.-ﬁi"ﬂﬂs time an Increased appro-

j-":zztsférat!'m was asked for, and on the
\“‘z‘*’i';;‘ﬂmmg, apeeches were made which

l@ﬂ,f.ﬂ!etﬂ.!tm that any Monarch In |}

iy FeTng of logic and oratory, Since
At by the copyr.ght la®. one copy
gi #¥ary . publication  which claims
{dght. I2 required to be depoalt-
,.:awt.hiﬂ Hbrery, and from this
oo elone mearly 25000 articles
wm,m recetved, . The Amerl |
/eople, in its love for books, h'w
stail g butlding apch as the world
{ nver helove seen devoted to.the




