


Among the many interest-
ing personal reminisences of
one of the hect known and
best loved veterans of the
Confederatie army is the sto-
ry.0fs ayecertain brights night
in Xentucky when a little
troop of Morgan's intrewnid
cavalrymen, being far from
the enemy, took their noc-
turnal expedition at their
exvedition at their ease
and sang as they rode. And
as they passed along the
moon-flooded highway, so
rung the soldier's tale, a
clear,sweet tenor voice,
which was the »nride of tlre
company, broke softly into
the plaintive words arad
melod;> of the love gong

called "lorena". And as




this trooper sang the
verses the wholc company
took up the chorus, and so
singing, they came to the
dark walls of a Trapnist
monastery, rode past those
shadowy confines and out
again into the brilliant
nigh®, still singing the
tender and haunting music
of "Lorena." Nor was the
spell of sadness and
melancholy hroken when the
monastery had been left
behind, for the owner of
the tenor voice answered
the thought in each man's
heart and told the stoxy
of the song. The author
of the words, he said, was
a nonk and wes at that
ver;y time immured hehind
the

7alls they had jnst




just passed, vowed to a
life of service and of si-
lence on hearthroken memo-
ry of his lost Lorena.

The distinguished vete-
ran who paints this poetic
picture is Dr. John A.
Jyeth hirself. He says
that he was so touched hy
the story of the Traj pist
monk and so haunted by the
fender sadness of the song
that when the war was over
and the opportunity came,
he investigated the vague
romance (nud found that
source fTrom which he could
learn the true history of
the songs By his efTort
and through the knowledge
and cordial help of MMr.
James IMiholland, ILir.

John Hoge, and Dr. D. U




!

Brush, All of Zanesville,

che following story was

envloved &and o&D%LuﬂtlabeQ
The song "Lorena' appear-

ed in 1858. IT became popi-

lar over the whole country,

but its romatic sadness

made perhaps, its surest

appeal to the temperament

of Southern people, and thro

throngh the four years of

the war it was sung constant

ly throughout the South,

at home as well as in camp.
The words of fthe eong

were ﬂOU written by a Tra
pist monk, but by 2 ReV .

H. D. L. Jebbtpr a Presby-
terian MLHl“tor Wwho had
heen educated in the Colum-
hian Academical and Colle-
oiate Institute and who

nad been editor of the
college paper.




In 1848, fthis young
man twenty-four years
old, became pastor of a
church in Zanesville,
Ohio. A leading parish-
ioner of his church was
a wealvhy manufacturer,
Henry Blandy of "porta-
hle mill" fame. The
Blandy home was on a hill
made memorahle later ss
"the smoky eminence,™
spoken of in the song.
It hapnpened that a very
lovely of this family
was a sister-in-law of
Mr., Blandy, a lliss Rlla
Blockgony /e gird of nine-
teen who sang in the
young minister's church
choir. She was as fair
ggr g LNt Shern iehronic=
lers say, with blue eyes




’ dnd Sunny brown hair.
The two young vneople fell
deeply in love with each
obher. But tThere was
opposition, Then a separa-
tion, hitter tears, and
a tragic farewell, and
from The girl a heart-
broken letter, the burden
of whose messapge was, 1L
we try, we may“forgeﬁ”

might years after this

the still disconsolate
lover wrote the poem.
Twenty-six years later he
said in a letter to a
friend,; Mt I doubt.if ;all
the dark lines are erased
from my heart yet." In
1856 he met J. R. Webster,
a composer, wno asked
him for some words to go
with a new hit of music
he had just written, and




offer-
own neart-poem which
called "Bertha."
The musician accepted the
poem, but needed for it a
neme of three gyllables,
#ith the accent on the sec-
ond syllahle, and from this
need came the name "Lorena."
"Lorena" herself still |
lives. She is the widow
0f the late Judge Johnson

0f the Supreme Court Ofis Thos
Ohio. 8She lives in H&rlebt%g

l1s almogt ninety years of g%
now, and for some time has
been hlind. Her femily 18
St111 honored in zanesville,

posﬁ"

Where her father was
=) Jalizhe 't' POlko |

master under Presiden
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