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Johor Stow, an antiquarian of the
16th century, satd of one ot his at-
tempts: I know the cause requires
the pen of an oxcellent artisan, but
“fearing that none “will attempt 1t I
choose rathem:ta handwe it alter my
plain fashion umn (o leava it unper-
Iormcd 2 «

“1In gluncmg uvnr lhf‘ material, oul uf
.which arti€ie number (wo mnst be,
—wrotght;-the-writer of these sketches

reallzes mote than ever that it re-f
guires a talent far the combination ul‘
extreme brevity and the utmost eleanr;
.ngss to bring an untired reader lucc'
-to face with tha founders, patrons and|
students who for wntu)lms have been
bu.lding tho world's: great  libraries.
Ifrom the embarrassment of riches mi
the slhiupe of historical mutter, we

must be content to: glance: at a few
ol the medineval libraties- which- may;

fn some sort, Barve to bridge over the
vast Interval bhetween the famous Al
exandrian - of anctent times and thh
;modvl of today.
»  Malnly these are -libraries - which
18411 exist, and whose 1{fe historles are
‘lmupd up. with .tho .history of the
time.
During the dark ages of Europe the
, flame of learning was kept allve'in
Ma monasteries and uglversities, and
F tho hook collections of the time rango
themselves almost oxclusively under
these two hoads. Hero librarles of some
thousands of volumes were palnfully
gathered by the patient toll of the copy-
Is(. and who can measure the services
rendered by those priestly scribes In
~thus preserving nnd handing down to
lnter and happler erns, the geme of
ciassle thought and  learnineg, The
monnsteries were far safor reposito-
ries for preclous volumes thon either
~Lalveraity or- Royrl Palace,

-‘ order

| mhnugeripte whioh, are stll to bo seen
in the wmonastary of Monte Cus!nn

Lof the beginning of the
"Library of Italy in Rome. The Blbllo-

‘and Kings,
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Of all
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the mbonastle orders, our I1i-
studies lead us to regord. the
of 8t. Benedlctine as having
rendered the greategt services to man.-
"kind- tn thizs guardianship of .- lptters.
Almost every Furopoan libraty of to-
day Is lndelbted to the medisngval mon.
antories for tho nucleus of Ity book
~colloction, as woll as for its groatest
u'm'mres in mumwcripta of rare value,
"Ag the formor center of clvilization,
Italy iy the country in which the old-
| est e!lullng Ubraries must be looked
for. Benadict ' ¢camo Into Italy In
tha ui \th contury and established tho
fmonnstery, tho prototype of all slmi-
lar {nstitutions in Western Xurope.
“i'Fla Lrought seith . bhim a handfull” of

A contury mf‘]!e\r wa find cvidencs
rreat Natiounl

teca Votienna atnnds today in the
front rank of Ruropean libraries, Un-
dor tho genorous patronage of Popes
It hasg becoma ono af the
‘most’ mugnificent in {tg housing, and
tn its stores of priceless rodlcos and
parly prints, The murgl palntings are
by great artists and are In serles, rop.
FRGREHTE the intertorg- uzmﬁz:irvm"iﬂ"
{man llbrarles, and hlatorie scenes In
the life of "the church., ;Two hundrad
"thousand books on open shalves acces.
sible to the public, and modern c¢ata
loguing g bolng introduced.
Ag early as the twellth
» Ipain had numerous librarles.

century

The Biblloteca Natlonal at ‘\Iadri(l
numbers 600,000 volumes, and in con-
gaequence of the numerous accessions
from librarles of suppressed convents |
and monasteried, the classes.of theol |
ogy. law and higtory are particularly |
complete.

‘France has becn for several cenfuries
well supplled with public Ilibrarles
In Paris the Bibliotheque Natlonale,
«tho most extensive in the world, had
Its orlgin in the manuscript collec-
tions of Charlemagne.

From Its founding‘to the dnwnrnn
of Napoleon it was the pet of each |
successive soverelign. As the Roman |
Varre was tha first to ornament a H-!
brary with the busis and statues ot:
learned men, so Paris set the fashion |
of fine grtistic and expensive bulild-
ings for lfbrarles. Paris has more 11|
brarles than any other clity in 1ho
world. France has a remarkable num- |
ber of provincial libraries, most of:
which were formed hy confiscation at:
the time of the Revolution. i

cont'd




