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Collection Number: MS2150 

Creator: Historic Sandusky Foundation 
 
Title: Charles Minor Blackford Business Correspondence 
 
Dates: 1859-1865 
 
Volume of collection: 1 cubic ft 

Language of materials: English 

Collection summary: 378 letters, business correspondence of Charles Minor Blackford. 
 
Organizational history:  
Historic Sandusky, in partnership with the University of Lynchburg, is dedicated to providing 
educational opportunities and career development for students and the public by preserving and 
interpreting the history of the Civil War, slavery, and 19th-century American life. Historic 
Sandusky is a Registered Virginia Historic Landmark and is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Sandusky is recognized as a 501C3 non-profit entity. 
 
Collection description: 
Physical letters and digital scans of Charles Minor Blackford's business correspondence from 
before and after the American Civil War. Letters came from the Blackford family to Alvin 
Gerhardt, Jr. to the Historic Sandusky Foundation.  (See also JML.MS1793 Blackford Family 
Collection.) 
 
Arrangement:  
Original order of the letters as they were organized by the Historic Sandusky Foundation has 
been maintained. Each letter is encapsulated and numbered 1-378.   
 
Alternative formats:  
Digital scans of these letters have been placed on a usb drive which is in box one of the 
collection. They also can be accessed online at 
https://digital.jmlibrary.org/s/collections/item/77808#lg=1&slide=0 
 
 

 

https://digital.jmlibrary.org/s/collections/item/77808#lg=1&slide=0


 

Digitized Copies:  
This collection was digitized by the Historic Sandusky Foundation before donation to Jones 
Memorial Library. For information about obtaining digital copies please contact the Jones 
Memorial Library reference desk at refdesk@jmlibrary.org. 
 
Access restrictions: 
Original documents are fragile and have been individually encapsulated and digitized. Please 
access digital copies for research. 
 
Use Restrictions:  
Access to this collection is open, but some materials may be restricted under data protection 
laws. Some materials may contain sensitive or confidential information protected under federal 
and/or state privacy laws and regulations. JML takes steps to identify and in some cases 
remove this kind of information. Therefore, materials may need to be reviewed by staff prior to 
access.  
 
Patrons are advised that the disclosure of certain information pertaining to living individuals may 
have legal implications. Patrons who find sensitive or confidential information in any 
collection agree to immediately notify a JML staff member. Patrons also agree to make no 
notes or other record of privacy protected information if found within the collections and further 
agree not to publish, publicize, or disclose such information to any other party. Users assume all 
responsibility for infringement of right to privacy in use of these materials and agree to indemnify 
and hold harmless Jones Memorial Library and agents against all claims, demands, costs, and 
expenses arising from the use of JML materials. 
 
Rights note:  
Library patrons are responsible for proper citation of library materials.   
The Library operates as a fair use educational institution. Patrons are responsible for ensuring 
that their use of library materials conforms with U.S. copyright laws, donor restrictions, and other 
applicable regulations or laws. Requests to reprint or reproduce materials, in part or in whole, 
must be made in writing to the library director (director@jmlibrary.org). Requests should include 
citations for the exact resource(s). Permission is granted on a case-by-case basis. 

Preferred Citation:  
George M. Jones Library Association (Lynchburg, Va.), Finding aid to the Charles Minor 
Blackford Business Correspondence.  
 
Works used in preparation of inventory:  
Information provided by the Historic Sandusky Foundation was used to prepare biographical 
information about this accrual to the collection. 
 
Custodial history:  
This collection of correspondence was gifted September 27, 2025 to Jones Memorial Library 
from the Historic Sandusky foundation which acquired the materials from Alvin Gerrhardt, Jr.  
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Related materials: MS1793, Blackford Family Collection. 

Acquisition note:  
This collection was presented to the Jones Memorial Library by Greg Starbuck, Director, and on 
behalf of the Sandusky Foundation, with a deed of gift signed by Greg Starbuck on September 
27, 2025. 
 
Processing information:  
This collection was described by JML archivist Gwen Wells in October of 2025.  Before the 
collection was donated to Jones Memorial Library, Michaela White and Maya Taylor of Historic 
Sandusky Foundation scanned, encapsulated, and numbered each letter. These encapsulated 
letters were bound in 4 3-ring binders. Gwen removed the encapsulated materials- maintaining 
the Sandusky- imposed order- and rehoused them in packs of 50 per folder, into Hollinger 
boxes.  
 
Container list:  
A complete container list for the collection is kept in the first box of the collection, and is 
attached separately with the finding aid in the JML Digital Finding Aid collection.  


