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hotislng of books. It hag nmow a mll
ctlon, with ecapaclty for several mil-
llons, of books. s

‘or ocourse it {8 not comparable to
Laé many-slded and complete collec-
tiong of the British Museum or the
| Natlionale at Parls, and whiie we can
(ot clalm the valuable ancient col
icctions of the libraries of the .older
countries, =till it i~ our Natlonal de
pository of archives. We can at least
comfort cursetves with knowing that,
vhile the early history of the older
natfons s uncertmin and Iargely tri
ditjonal, we have our national histor:
in clenr and distinct documents from
tho beginning. From our rapid rur
vey of the libraries of othor countrios,

we learn that our own podstssos some
decldedly superior features. In con
trast to the Britlsh Museum and Na i
tlonale, Mr. Muensterhurg says: “Asr!
a place Lo work the bullding s wal
nlgh perfect. 1L Is large, 1ight, con-
venfent, and well provided with at-
tendants. In Paris and  lLondon one
hour; and in Washlngton, five wminu-
tes.”

Architecturally it {8 Indeed a paiace
heantiful, It 18 an argregation of
beauifully expressed ldeas, of artls
tlc ¢ffects in color, in form, In all
thut wuppoals to the best in human
naturc. ;

It stands unrivalled in any land,
the apotheosls of books by culture-
loving Americans,

-a

ces the remmant of George Woashdng-

Librarvy. It jy  sltuated fu

Lthe moxt beantiial chureh I Ametd

fven from the floors amd farniture
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BOSTON GLORIES IN ITB GREAT
7 puBLIC LIBRARYS ‘

i

Largest In This Country With the 8in-
gle Exception of the Congresalonal.

,.Its Beglnnings and Its Present. No-
hle Proportions.

The oldest lbrary In New England
is the Harvard College 1dbravy which
was establlshed In 1622, It began with,
2 handful of hooks on theological rub-
joects malnly, but now there aro al-
most a million volumes fn the beautd-
tul Gore Memortal Hall, There are
in Boston (he State Librarvy of Law,
the extensive sclentifie collection ot
ihe Magsachusetts ITnsthinte of Tech-
nology, the Alhcnaeum, swhich posess

i
|
|

ton's lbrary. The largest llbrury fn
Boston, and second only to the Ldbiva- |

ry. of Congress, s the Voston I'nblic
Copley

Square, in @ Renalssance palie, near
{he Art Muscum, apd glrectly oppos:te

ca. This Iy Trinlly, wheve I'hilips
Brooks preached.

Once (neide the massive deors, the
aplrit and atmosphere of weleone and
hospiinlity abound. The celor effeet:s
wre such that Hght geemsy to radiate

Tho masgstve yellow muarble sLalrways,
thy lnviting Inner coutt, the sun-lit

Challs, tho womderful witll palntings!
fand higtorie statuary ate indeed hean

titul. 1L {5 cathmated there ace 10,00

students bonrdime In Boston every
yoenr, and to g cliss thy libravy fs
tho mosat atteaetlve foptury in the eity,
I and out, from eacly morn 1 ten at
niphd, woek dayi nid -Saaday 8, LIk 011y,
the muasses of people.
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