% Advancement

This century was, by all odds, the most
momentous in the history of mankind. It had
a profoundly beneficial impact upon every phase
of human activity. It surpassed every other
century in the application of the social, economic
and political principles essential to the progres-
sive improvement of national and world affairs,

During this period the Strother Drug Com-
pany has grown from the tiny acorn to the
mighty oak, and today, rightfully ranks among
the outstanding wholesale drug houses of the
country. If there is any wvalidity in looking to
the past as the best assurance of what the future
has in store, the second century of the company’s
career bids fair to be one of superlative achieve-
ment.

When viewed in the light of the vast changes
which have comie about in the field of medical
care, and in the practice of pharmacy, one is
impressed with the fact that this century has
been one of epochal progress.

Indeed, 1853 seems like a period of remote
antiquity when seen against the background of
1953. Note the landmarks in the progress of
medical science since that early period. 1857,
Lister introduces antiseptic surgery; 1859, co-
caine isolated; 1881, carbolic acid disinfection
was first used in obstetrics; 1882, Koch isolates
tuberculosis bacillus; 1890, Behring treated
diptheria with antitoxins; 1895, Roentgen dis-
covered x-rays; 1898, epinephrine isolated; 1905,
novocain made available; 1910, salvarsan (606)
was announced; 1915, Dakin’s Solution used in
surgery.

This progress is eloquently reflected in the
vast changes which have come about in medical
care and public health through the use of sulfa
drugs, the antibiotics, and the scientific chemo-
therapeutic agents which today form the founda-
tion of modern medical practice.

Infant mortality, as is generally known, has
§1€C11n§d so low as to be approaching the vanish-
Mg point. The scourge of typhoid, scarlet fever,
diphtheria, menengitis, pneumonia, to mention
only these, no longer ravage our people, and the
SPan of life has advanced by about 25 years since
the advent of the 20th century.

. One is not unduly optimistic in his con-
viction that cancer, tuberculosis, cardiac dis-
Or_de_FS, and mental ills, may soon be brought
within the contro] of modern science.

“Prepared especially for Strother's Anniver-
Sary Book by Doctor Robert L. Swain, Editor
of Drug Topics, and President for 1953 of the

American Foundation for Pharmaceutical Edu-
cation.
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old. There were only four colleges of pharmacy,
and these were of a very superficial character
when compared with current standards in
pharmaceutical education,

A drug store, with an annual volume of
$2,500; was regarded as unusually good. There
were no adequate pharmacy laws, and the
pharmacists of the country were using the third
revision of the United States Pharmacopoeia.
Little of the pharmacy of that distant time has
survived the impact of scientific medication.
Today, the pharmaceutical profession is fully
matured and superbly developed.

Our system of pharmaceutical education con-
forms to high technical and professional stand-
ards. Pharmacy is recognized as a respected
member of the medical care team. The drug
store has progressed from a yearly volume of
$2,500 in 1853 to more than $80,000 in 1953,
Indeed, retail pharmacy has become big busi-
ness, as it has reached a total sales volume of
more than four billion dollars annually.

Professionally, the drug store has made great
strides. More than 500 million prescriptions are
compounded and dispensed annually in retail
drug stores. Pharmacy and the drug gtore stand
forth as rendering an utterly essential profes-
sional service to our people. £

Pharmacy today is identified with scientific
medication and with the com_poundmg and dis-
pensing of prescriptions which aqtually cure
people. The old polyglot prescription has d1s£
appeared. Now, pharmacy i1s ccgncerned11 w;t
“the wonder drugs.” Prescrxptlons ca 011]'
scientific medication evolygd in the researc
laboratories of the universities and the druglE ":
dustry. In every respect, the retail dni;g t‘ftiz;
has become a treasured nelghborhogd instif of-
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