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TiAtany of théin® dre confesnudly cop-
1 es from similar bonka existing In like
‘cofieationa | centuries before. These
“booka of clay*™ lnply an elnborate
1 elvllization and formed the libraty of
olFi Cab L w4 Asaurbanipal, the p.':;en}tnﬂt tl.l’%.‘-'?}’lil.’l?;
PR Ibm s { 4 e atron of lerature. 1t s estimated n
N -Q,E;AI’E;&—.“{ im{wk‘f '?n,rmo %;-'Lnf,l'm, methodieally  arranzed
FAR C;NT*;M”*, Uoiand lsted. A great portlon of these is

Sk e e St oW I the Brltlshemuseam, i s
T ST L Oney of. thie et rilesk Sétrew ibratles
: patirriiie demiplo— alvFopnealbmerErid
B O 1 wras restored. after the’eap-
ity byoNehomlah and: again by, Ju:
- - : dar Mpefnbenn, In Qredee; Plafatratus
Pe%et*zﬂm»',91331‘;7395’::11*:1& the Resulg of | was tho-fivat Lo establish o library at
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Boma of tha More Famoug. Inatitutlons

3. of Which Mooerds Have Been Found
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Long Byglution, 7 - o hy i The mott eelebrated iibrary of an-
2 e o I : o0 e elent thmes wias_tho_Alezandrian, cou-

1 st PR A RO taining 700,600 rollg, founded by Ptol-
As the astronomer eomipiites aROF | sy ang whose destritetion has baen
bit, not by study of- where o - 'body | gynniue hesga wide a gap be
stands -today,- but ol the {rack over| teppan. the lesenlng. of the anclent.and
which it ha=n Just come, so Shﬁ'n\."“’q?7-‘:12-:’)"'9'}3!'}’?{??;;}‘F'VJL‘TZL:!. R ; ;

order botter to underatand our mntuaf rolnge the bpoty of war In Mace-
and predlet our future, To the super-| Tn the timn of Augustus !{bra-
fictal student of {tp modern Amerlean § #f betare ponnlar, snd,men of -cul-|
activity, the library may seem the} tnra hazan to have privaie eollectlons,
trention of the lattor haif ot the 19thi teere swas an  epthuslastic collector
century, but like other social Instifu-1 of hooks. 'One’ of the unfuldiled pro-
tions, the public library is the résult v, Laesar was a free publie i-
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of a long evolution, a normal devel-ji = %
opment from its predecessorn, . 4"
The public Hbrary of all the centi-|
rles before the 18th was an Instrument |
not for the diffusion of knowledge,)
but for its comsérvation—as g store-
house of hooks to prorerve.them from.
destruction and make them' avallablo
only to mcholnrs. This lnstitution: has
such artiquity that its origing almost
defy research, Oue of-the bidest col
lectiong of Whitten doctuménts g aald
lo have been made In Memphis by tho
Egyptlan King Osymandyas. .of ' the
twellth dynasty. - Sl Bl T
Qver thg arched . entrance lo. ihe
apartment where these archives wers
kept were fnscribod the worda: ““The
{ Henling of the Soul,” Religlous and
historle records formed the earliest
' collootions, and ‘these naturally would!
be stored in sacred places, So the earl-
fest llbrarfes were temples "and* thp
earllest librarians were priosts. \
The excavatlons of Layard havo
thrown unexpected 1ght on the anclont
clvilizations. The inscribed bricks or
tablets found in rows and tlers of
‘8pheres, burled undor the sandg of the
Assyrian desert, <eclate themaslveg
‘bart of an extenslve lbrary. . . W
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