4 Mavi1906 cont'd

| Untl) 1876 all library instltulions | ™ It I8 the erowning fenture of democ-
{worked along {ndividual llnes, with ng { racy for Its own higher cullure. Froe
thought of co-operation. But In thatjoducntion and freo booky in a fres de-
vear the American Library Associa- { mocraey, that ls the system of an en.
tion was formed at the Ceatennial, {during goclul structure, Iree cdfn in
and the publication of thelr organ, |old Rome bribed a wmob and kept it
“The Library Journal,” was begun. passive, By free books and what goes
Since that date development ia 11- | WD them in modern  Amertea  we
braries and library sclence has been | ¢an 1o erase thoe mob from exist-
indeed wonderful. The whole civilized | €1tce. There liew the . cardinal differ-
world, with hardly enough intelligent | €U between tho civillzation " which
dissent to prove the ri‘”e’ has accapted ! nervishod and o clvillizution that will
the fact that tho lbrary is a neces- Cndure.
sity. :

There Is no insurance of nations so L nehie uvg News
cheap -a8 the enllghtennient of the 24
people. “There is no other hnlwark ] Mar l‘QO(&
of' our democracy 50 potent as the
education of the adult,” £

The public school, ne maiter, how
excellent, cannot accomplish ihe task
of educating citlarng fit to mould and
guida public opinion., They are not
to blame that they cannot ralse man-
kind to even tho most modest {deala
of n well-ordered Democratic sociely,
when {t i3 known that they reach tha
great majorlty only ddring six or clg:ht{
yeary, and that only one and cne-half
per cent. of the children go through
the High School, and that a large Pl
number neyer go to school at all, "1 Magnificent Repository—Uncqualled
. The three great functions of the 1i- (e s
brary, in round robin erder, are: To. In the World as a Place for the

- Scholar to Work,

affprd rest and recreation for- the |
ter to. carry lfe's burdens; . asatn 10 /"' BY MRS, W. M. STROTHER,

i)

s LRI

\BY. QF .CONGRESS AND.ITS,

" -.',»“.‘ Vo .
o Great Matlonal Coliection and Its

tirad and overwoked, to fit them bet-|

afford informeation 'is one of its best| ke v
understood functlons, for by reading. T : ;
ong’, May, stend Japei the shounldera ', A distinguished foreigner speaks of !
@;n}}hm p:_ig—r}e;;ggmﬂw-;_.'_e;.n-@;‘:,'v"ut?;i_lfz.q‘ the reading madness of the American, J
4-Lhelp laborn aod dxpocences, Thi fns »“ta whom, besldes his country and
mulative wisdom'of the. human 'yacu,, . the aimight dollar, nothing is so holy
passed on in books, - makes possible the ﬂ;nf. Ink.” ' ; : ’
the marvels of civillzation, Ancther, » &8 printers lnx.
vital function 18 :thé gliving of inspi- He says, “the dominant f{rails of
ratlon, for though.lesa tangible, it is * pur peoplo are, thelr inventlve and
n strong litter up and buillder up of resourceful power, their desire for

character. A monk of the 16th century
Wwrote on the walls'of the book vunit,
All minds in the world’s. history find.

education, and thelr generous giving
" for public needs. The American 18
their focus in wmy library. This is the constantly Ipcreasing his Kknowledge
plnnacle from which one may see all because It is power, and the royal road
that i=, all that hag been. My. libraty: —3%o -this end {s the fred public Ilb-
shelves nre the nvenues of timo. My rary.” He goes on to say the States
library 13 ehe garden of Immortal fairly teem with publie librartes. But
fruits, withowt the dog and dragon.” alas, ho did not come further south
- { than Washington.

The public lihrary has been found |
the only fustitution that furnishes tho| In selecting three greal Amerienn S
reading which, fn s three-fold forni. 1lbraries to be gstudied In three con- |
information, Insgpiration and recron- | socutive articles, 1t ls the desire 0!!

Hﬂu.li.‘: the gremtest Influence In mod- the writer to select different types, |
ern life. Small - wonder then,  thut each interesting In I's own life-his- |
‘about the libeary cluster naturally the tery, and in its relation to the whole mt‘d

affections auwd the  {nterest  of the

oveomeont.
community, 5 :




