
Oetober 20, 19)9. 

Gentlemen: 
oe,,,,_":IJ.~ 

It is very difficult to discuss war of war dis-

passionat~ly. It is far too easy to feel that ideas at variance with 

our own are propaganda. Yet unless we .atudy t,he basic cauees of the 

present struggle, we -cannot hope to prevent another war. It is for 

this reason I have the temerity to talk on 

Twenty Y~ars Aft9r th~ Treaty of V2rgaille;. 

On June 28, 19)9, there occurred the twentieth anniversary of 

the si.gning of the Treaty of Versailles. There was no celebration 

anywhere in the world. This was probably due to two factors, first, 

because the Treaty is now mainly inoperative, and second, b$cause many 

people believe that the Treaty is the basic eaus.e of the present war. 

The .reaty of Versailles hss been de~eribed as "~ontradiatory 

mess of American idea~ism and European power politics." Certain 

it is that the Treaty was crushing and severe in the extreme. This 

result we.a partly due to the faet the separate parts were worked out 

by different committees and its cumulative effe,ct was not reeognized 

when they were assembled·. However. the severity was due more parti• 

eularly to the fact that popular pressure was very great on Wilson, 

Loyd George and Clemenceau not to make a lenient peace. 

The first part of the treaty deals with the Covenant of the 

League of Nation1, guaranteeing to the individual members their 

territorial independence and integrity. It is probable t.hat the 

gradual emasculation of the League was to be expected when the United 

States repudiated the promise of its Chief Executive and failed to 

join. 
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For a time. the League functioned very well and the supervision 

of mandated territori~s, as well as the aQntrol of the plebiscites to 

determine the future of·certain areas, were well handled. The guardian;. 

ship or minorities, racial and religious, were placed in the hands of· 

the League, but for some years this ha.a been ignored. 

The most binding obligation of the League is the agreement not 

to go to war until arbitration has failed. Yet in 1932 ,Japan took 

Manchoukuo from China, a member of the group ·and three years later 

Italy destroyed the sovereignty of Abyssinia, another member. The 

League also was to govern t~o pieces of Territory, the Saar Basin 

and the Free City of Danzig. Germany has taken possession of both 

these are·s, the Saar in 1935, after a plebiscite, and Danz:lg by 

·«absorption" on September 1, 1939. 

Only two functions of the League are now operating, i.e., the 

control of health and diseas and the supervision of the International 

Labor Of'fice·ror international co ... operation on labor questions. 

In March. 1933, Japan resigned and Germany followed in October 

of the same year. Chile and Venezuela gave·two years notice of with­

drawal in l93S. Under these circumstances it is not surprising that 

the decision of the League not to meet in September of this year was 

he.rdly'noticed by the newsp pcrs. 

Let us consider some other parts of the Treaty that are no 

longer in fore : 

' flh1P! Valley; 

One elau.se stipulated that the entire left bank of the Ehine 

and the right bank for a distance of•Jl miles from the river were 

to be demilitarized forever. 

How ver, in rlarch, 1936, Gennan troops re-occupied thie ter­

ritory almost without protest on the part of the Allies. Since that 

time the fortification of the old frontier has been pushed as rapidly 

., 



as possible. 

Penalti s: 

Article 2?7 required that Kaiser Wilhelm II be tried for 

"a supreme offense against international morality". As the N ther­

land refused to surrend r the ex Kaiser, this clause wa wholly a 

"dead letter". 

Sub equent articles provided for the trial of over 100 "le ser 

criminals". Extradition was refused by Germany and the Allies d.ropp d 

the matter. It is inter sting to note that one of these "war criminals", 

Fi ld •rarshall Hindenburg, later became President of the German Itepublic. 

Dis rma.me9!,: 

The m,ilitary, naval and air clauses ere intended to destroy 

all German fortifications and m·t ri ls of war and to maint in G rmany 

permanently in a crippled condition as far as armament ent. Th 

stipulations were as follows: 

The German army was limited to 100,000 men. 

Conscription as to be abolished. 

The navy was limited to 6 battleships, 6 crui rs, 12 destroy r, 

12 torp do ·boats and no submarines (Germ ny today has 84 mod rn sub­

marines in servic ). 

The air force was to be entirely eliminat· • 

All fortification and upplies were to bed stroy d and pro­

duction limit d. 

The pro is.a of the Allies that thy would dis rm were not 

carried out. Germ ny therefor demanded t"q,\lality and she has proceed­

ed to re-ann. Today her air force and her army are unsurpassed in 

the world. 



Reparation: 

Among the most widely discussed clauses of the Treaty was that 

on Reparations or the indemnity to be .p id by Germany for the damages 

ahe had occasioned. In addition to the monetary payments, payments 

in kind were specified. Under this head Great Britain received most 
, 

of Germany's vessels, France received heavy deliveries of coal and 

iron and Belgium received livestock. 

In considering tho cash to be paid by Germany, there see to 

have been only two points of view among the Allies in the enrly dis­

eusei.ona, i.e., to get the actual equivalent of·the damages, or to 

get all that could possibly be squeezed out of Germany. Tbe Ropara­

tions Commission set the actual damages at ~64,000,000,000. However, 

exp rts gree t,o ay that the maximum Germany coul pay in the forty­

two years then considered was $16,000,000,000. 

The fixed annuities were set up by the Commission and the first 

payment, 400,000,000, due September 1, 1921, was ectually made, partly 

out or for ign balances which had accumulat d. However, it became 

obvious immediately that Germany could not keep up these·payments. 

Several plans were tried, each reducing the a.mount. du·e in the early 

years. 

But even with greatly·reduced annuities Germany waa unable to 

pay and after defaulting in 1931, the still more lenient arrangement 

known as the Lausanna Agreement was dr&.!ted ·and signed. The allied 

powers refused to ratify this agreement unless the United States 

would correspondingly reduce its war claims against them. And in the 

eantime Germany was permitted to suspend payments under an indefinite 

moratorium. Payments have never been resumed. 



The T'reaty of Versailles and associa.tod treaties were still 

in force up until last year insofar as they defined territorial 

frontiers. Otherwise the position is that Peac Treaties hav ceased· 

to be respected by the great powers. 

The territorial loss to Germany after the' orld iar was at r­

rific blow. In Europe she lost 6.000.000 inhabitants and mot of her 

iron and other minerals. She lost all of her valuable over-seas 

colonic containing 18,000 Gen.ans and 12 1 000,000 natives. Then too, 

she lost exceptionally helpful treaty rights in China, Liberia, Siam, 

Egypt and i~lorrocco. These losses have added materially to t .e economic 

problems facing Germany in the last two decades. 

How highly Germany valued her colonies may be seen in her active 

agitation for their return. ~The New York Times' for October 26, 1938, 
' I 

stated that uunofficial Reich Demands a.r said to include return of 

11 pre-war territories." Obviously the present war in Europe was 
, 

precipitated by the German re-occupation of so. e of these territories. 

The Treaty required a plebiscite'in certain areas and tho major­

ity of these territories voted to remain German. 

The following districts were retained by Germany after a plebi-

scite: 

Allenstoj_.n. Germany 

A trading center with some industries, machinery, cement and 

furniture. 

Awarded to Prussia by a pl~biscite, voting 9g; in favor of 

Germany. 

Marienwerder. Germ ny 

This territory contains saw-mills, sugar refineries, breweries 

and printing work. 

Awarded to Prussia by a plebiscite. i'his area voted 92% in 

favor of Cermany~ 



SchleS\Qg (Southern Section) Holstein Germany 

Shipbuilding ct Kiel, manu etur1ng and commerc. 

Awarded to Germany after a pl biaeite vote. Gennan 248,148, 

Danish 13,029. 

Checks with l ction of 1924, when the Danish representative re ... 

ceived 7,500 votes. 

Poland. 

G rman after a pleb:t,·cite. 

717,J.22 German vot a. 

483,514 Polish votes. 

This total includes the. 

Gr any 

ction of Upper Silesi awarded to 

Tho following district ,as retained by Germany after a pl bis­

Cite in l9J5: 

Industrial d mining ection, producing 13,361,000 ton of 

coal, 1,743,000 tons of i) iron and 1,86;,000 tons of steel (ave. 

1924-27). 

Awarded to France for 15 years as compensation for destruction 

of her northern min sand a$ art payment of reparation. 

A plebiscit .. held January 13, 19J5, voted 90. J7) for re-union 

with G many, 8.Si" or autonomy under the Lea,~uc of • at ions, and i•l+-1 

f or annexation to Fr---~nc • 

Now partially occupied by France. 

The.following districts were lost to Gcnnany after a plebiscite: 

Up£er Silesia (Southeastern Districts) P land 

The section t en over by Poland contains 75 1 of the m~ teri 1 

wealth of this area. 



'l'he fate of Upper Silesia w. s to b decided by a plebiscite. 

However, after a vote or 717,422 for Germany to 48),514 for Poland. 

the Poles occupied the t rritory with an rmed force. Aft r this 

action the Le guc of :ations awara.ed th, ar,a to Poland. This was 

confirmed by a tr ty betwoen Germany and Poland dated May 15, 1922. 

Lost to Germany without a ~ote: 

French. 
Al ase (Haut-flhin and Bas-Rhin) France 

One of tle ost fertile areas in Europe. Some valuable wood 

land. Also produc s textiles, pota h, chemicals and wine. 

Population. 1,204,968, the majority speak German. 

Se below for history. 

France. 
Lorraine (Moselle) France 

Famous for its vineyards but aloo contains import nt coal and 

iron mines. It is an industrial ce~ter, producing m tals. salt, cement, 

glass and norc 1 in, machinery, chemicals, textiles, tc. 

Population 69),408, th majority of thom speak Franch. 

Alsace-Lorraine were for centuries semi-independent •• rom 1$71 

to 1918 they ere under Orman domination. Sine 1918 this area has 

been a art of France. The people are in transition between Oennan 

and French culture. The ambition or these people seem to be to act 

a.s a connecting link and bring about peace between France and Germany, 

Al ace-Lorraine contain three fourths of Germah produced iron 

and other inerala. 

upen ifld M§lJngdy Belgium 

Contains valuable sections of the Germah Railroad System, 

Population 60,000 - 50,000 German-speaking. All originally 

French, systematically Prussianized from 1815 to 1919, therefore a 

plebiscite as not permitted. However, in the B lgian elections 



a. 
in April of this year these supposedly ardent pro-liaZi district,. voted 

55 ·,, anti-German. 

•1ore§net Belgium 

Famous f'or its forests, 

Population 3.000, 

Overlooked in the Treaty of Vienna (1$15), so this area remain-

ed a neutral territory until 191$. T1en it was awarded to Belgi'-:UTl 

to repay destruction of Belgian woodland. 

Sch};eswig {Northern Section) D~namrk 

Exports consist of grain, cattle and fish. 

Awarded to Denmark after a plebiscite on January 10, 1920. 

Votes for Denmark, 75,431 for Germany 25,329. 

In the Daninh elections of 1924, only 7,700 German votes were 

polled. 

This was to be e>.."'Pected as t.orthern Schleswig had been Danish 

for centuries. It had become a part of Prussi. in 1866 when the 

plebiscite promised in the Treaty of Prague was never held, 

·"lemel Lithuania 

A fine harbor nd Lithu nia's only possible sea.port. This 

port contain foundries, ship-building yards and other manufacturing 

plant~. 

Population 37,523, mainly German in the City and Lithuanian 

in the rural diztricts. 

There was some delay in disponing of this territory after 

the Versailles Treaty. Accordingly, tho Lithuanians seized Mem.el 

on January 15, 1923. Later Memel was constituted a unit within the 

sovereignty of Lithuania. 

Memel was reoccupied by Germany on {arch 22, 1939, 



Upper Sil!tti~- ( Southern District) 

Noted £or its mineral wealth, 

Czechoslovakia. 

Population 672,26$ )9.J~ German 

13,.5;~ P les 

46.J~ Czechoslovaks 

Awarded to Czechoslovakia without a plebiscite. 

Now reoccupied by Ger any. 

Divided between Poland and 
Czechoslovakia 

Important industrial district containing valuable coal mines. 

After some fighting between the two countries, tho Supreme 

Council, on July lB, 1920, divided the district between Poland and 

Czochoslovlkia. The half awarded to Czechoslovakia was reoccupied 

by Gernvmy in 193,;. Poland• s half has more recently been reoccupied. 

Danzi~ Free City 

Sear ort, and_ ori.,inally Poland ts only outlet to the sea. 

Population JS5, 000 of whom 96~1 are Germans. 

This Clty wan included in tl"c Dolish customs frontiers and 

its foreign relations and the protection of its citizens abroad were 

entrusted to Poland. 

After a var.;.ed history as a Free City and undor the dominion 

or Poland, Denmark and otl er countries, Danzig became a part of 

Prussia in 1$14, at tho close of the World ''· r it ms the capital 

of Prussia. 

Absorbod by Germany on September 1, 1939. 

Posen. (Poznan) Poland 

A very rich agricultural country producing grain and other 

food products. Locor otives are built in the c~ipital city and other 

industries arc increasing. Lumber and paper are ul~o produced. 
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Populati.on' 2,112, 71 of which 3.1~; are ro1 sand 16.5,., 

Germans. "'his is to be expected s Poznan was Pol sh for centuries. 

lnl772 the country was turned over to Prussia. luring the 150 year 

that followed, every effort was made to fore the inhabitants to 

·becoJ1 Gerr ans. 

Adherence to Poland persisted, however. 

This country has -en reoceu ied by Germany. 

Po*i 2b Corridor oland 

Poland. ~as provided "ith an outlet to the sea b t '1een Bro berg 

row reoccupied by Germany. 

Cameroons German lS 4- - 191.5 

To .ti.ngland - Tigeria 

France - C neroun 

Population 2, 183 ~uropefu.s, 3,337,000 n~tives. 

/llthoush the C meroons were the most bac'..wa.rd of nll the Ger ... 

man colonies in Africa, e :ports in 1913 were valu,d at 6,000,000.00. 

'Ih y co si tcd of rubber, palm oil, cocoa and ivory. 

G German - l $6 - 1916 

Belgium - Belgian ~ust· !fr'ca 

.Portug 1 - :toza .. biqu 

Population cstir;:l'.ted at 10,000 i~uropeano 1(),000,000 n tives. 

rxpo·rts fro this area in 1927 ,1ere valned at 119,000,000.,00. 

T y consi tcd of raw cotton, co.ffoe, sisal and diamonds. 

Ger an - 1 :.'6 - 1915 

To En~land - South iest Africa .., 

Pop lation, estimated at 25,000 '"'uropeans, 200,000 natives. 
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Exports of minerals alone in 1926 W$re valued at $11,700,000. 

The min.eral.i export~ consisted of copper ore, cassiterite (Sn02 ) and 

d.iamondth In addition to iron _ore and other metals, South West Africa 

produdes larg~ quantities of livestock. 

To 

Populat1.on, 555 Europeans. 

German~ l8g~ ~ 1914 

England ... · Gold Coast 

France ... Togoland. 

1,146,971 natives. 

Exports in 1926 were valued at_f,14,540,000.00, consisting 

of raw eotton and cocoa. 

Spanish 

To Germany (1g99.191i) 

To ,Japan 

Population, 86 Europeans, 23,g50 Japanese, 62,120 nat,ives. 

Copra is the chief export. There is an import,ant cable 

station in these Islands. 

These islands were purchased. by Germany from SpJ:tn in 1899• 

German (1885 - 1914} 

To ,Japan 

·Population, 129 »;uropeans, 433 Japanese, 12,068 natives. 

' Export a are copra• tortoi~e shell, mother or 11,u.,.rl, sharks 

f'ins and trepang,. Nauru·has·an important wireless station and has 

extensive phosphate deposits. 

German New GYz+ne~ and the Bi9arck f£hipeligo. 

German ( 1884 ... 19ll}< ) 

To Australia. 



Population, 3,430 Europe n, 450,000 natives. 

\lb.en tak n over by Gennany there w re no white inhabit nts/ 
• 

Exports in 1925 were valued at ~4,000,000.00. They con­

sisted of copra. rubber, cotton and cocoa. 

1tlestern ;'.;.1moa. German (1899 - 1914} 

New Zealand To 

Population, J,017 Europeans, J..9,048 natives. 

Copra is the chief export. 

All of Germany1 s ex-island colonies are strategically 

inportant as Naval and Air Bases. 

Kiaucpow Gernan (1897 1914) 

To Jap n (1914 - 1922) 

China 

-The area around Tsin tao Bay was siezed by Germany in 

1897 after the murder of two missionaries. After negotiation, the 

area. as leased to Germany for 99 years. A ree port was establish­

ed by tho Oermaus in 1e99. The Germ n Government. created education­

al and agricultural institutions in the lensed territory. 

During the World. War it wns·of great importance as a base 

for German raiders. Japanese forces took the place in 1914 and 

held it until 1922, ,-1hen it was re.turned to China under' the V'ashing­

ton agreement. 

In each of the cases v1he:re Germ£my lo~t terr·itory in 

Europ<~, I have tried to point out, by giving tbe. p ,:re ntage of 

Ger~an population or the general backgroun, wh ther or not separ -

tion fro Germany wao justified. In th<:· case of the oversoas 

Colonies, all the area.;;i were rightfully German. Her cl ims wer 
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based 0-n exploration, -colonization and development. The only excep ... 

tions were Samoa and the Mariannas, obtained by purchase from Spain. 

Obviously mandating these overseas Colonies was punitive, and not 

based on just claims. Few deny that Germany's colonial policy and 

her relations with the natives we:re better than found in the colonies 

of other great powers. 

So we find Oe,rraany at the end of the World War and after 

the Treaty or Versailles., ve,ry much weakened .. She had lost: 

1,700,000 killed in battle; 4;200,000 WQtmded, 1, 150.,000 

missing. 

Alsace--Lorraine, most of Posen and ·,vest Prussia, all her 

colonies, other territorial concessions .. 

lS,000,000 of her population, over· 1,000,000 square miles 

of her territory, 45; of her coal, 65; of her iron ore, 15% of her 

arable lands, 10;; of her factories, 5,100,000 tcma of her morohant 

fleet. 

To Franc she agreed to doli.ver 105,000 tons of benzol, 

1.50,000 tons o.f coal tar, 90,000 tons of' sulfate of ammonia, 500 

st&lli~ns, ;0,000 mares• 2,000 bulls, 90,000 cows, 1,000 :rams, 100,000 

sheep 1 10,000 goats, and ~he agreed to pay (but only puid in part) 

$5,000.000JOOO reparations bcf(:>re Hay, 1921. 

Still Germany mi·ht have survived e.s a democracy but for 

the mistake~1 of the politicitms of the decade following the war. 

These mistakes slowly reduced Gerr11ans to the final step of taking 

Adolf Hitler as a leader. 

Defeat hlad ruined the German economic structure. She 

had lost colonies, working capital,, merchant .r.iarine, chattels 

and domestic animals-
• 

And in the year after the War when Germany could get no 

credit, her gold reserve was used up. rrhe shock of the French 



occupation of the huhr logicaily threw Germany into inflation. 

When this was finally brought under control in November, 1923, 

it had completely ruined Germany•s middle classes, the backbone 

of the country. A dictatorship might have followed it1mediately, 

but ior the Dawes Plan, temporarily reducing Reparations and offer­

ing loano to Germany. These loans, totaling ~J,750,000.00 bought 

·5 years of prosperity for tho weakened country. 

The depression called a halt to all that. And with other 

nations holding up their internal price levels by prohibitive 

tariffs, import quotas and preference systems, tho German exporter 

began to lose hope that he would ever recover. Currency devalua, 

tion in England, Japan and the u. s. compounded the difficulties, 

for changed relations in the value of money left the German price 

level too high to appeal to the foreign buyer. 1nd the Germans 

themselves did not daro tinker with the mark to meet tho co.pe­

tition in depreciation. 1iemories of the 1923 inflation were too 

strong. 

Unable to compete abroad, even German busin€ssmen were 

ready to accept a dictator.· 'i'he Forld wan unfortunate that Hitler 

was the ... nn to take the ,job. However a Dictatorship uas inevitable. 

David Lawrence has expressed very clc-n.rly lthat errors 

could have been avoided in the past: 

I quote from one of his recent editorials: 

m.v'ho.t could the British and French have done':' 'l'hey 

could have publicly acknowledged the errors of the ·en ailles 

Treaty and, sometime between 1919 and 1933, they could have set 

about to alt r the territorial boundaries of various European 

Countries by eace.ful means. They could have arranged for the 

re-examination of the problem of the German colonies. They could 
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have planned an economic program for Europe in which trade friction 

would have been reduced to th~ minimum and in which capital would 

have bean forthcoming for the German people even as they agreed to 

reduoe armament and rebuild democracy. America could have contri­

buted helpful economic elements to such a program had we, too, 

not been self-centered." 

Now its too late. 


