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of the New England 8States and No
York -Virginia is producing mnrxisn:\dtiz
2inguished men per (uousand nf’ hr.-r‘
population than any other State in the
Urlon, The majority ou these, it {s true
are living outslde the State, und it 1is
srerely the uvablon at large that gzﬁn;
from thelr Inbora and distinctions, - a

In the llght of other dayvy \"l';-:.’”".'\
_hzm much to be proud of and we opti-
miste are hoping as mich from our
futura 28 we have in the past. T.et us
but bave educationsl avalem oT-"lN.--\;.-
“Fngland, and let us find reom for onr
geniumen at home by fwrnishing them
‘h:,m #ih every means and insirament
¥el avceess, and Virginia will be asaln
at the head of the procession.
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VIRGINIA -HAS ONE OF THE BEST

IN THE COUNTRY.

Wag Not, However, the Ploncer In the

Fleld—S8plendid Work Dono by LI
brarian John P, Kennady and Asnslat-

and Librarian Edward 8. Evans,
BY MRS. W. M. ITROTHER.

Whatever may be sald of Virginia's
ntorests, she pos-|
{ and most splen-
o libruries in
Virgin-

undeyveloped Hbrary |
gosses one of the bes
didly administered Stat
the United States. In this fleld

ln wus not the ploncer, howevor. New |~ oble 1lbrary ideals, ndd In his prosent
IHampshire witablished - 1ts State 1i- ‘osition he has boon rapldly and aure-
pravy In 1770. Pennrylvania, Obio and, { Ctualzing those lofty ideals. He
New York followed in rather slow! Yd*‘"hln n‘bln' coadjutor, Arsistant Ll
faghlon. In 1821, both Massachusetts Il\)rxrm‘hm ]Gd\;.'nx'd Btopu')e Lvans (we
and Virginia were aroused to tho DEC | g proud to ndd, he {s n Lynchburg
ceslty of establishing Stato 1ibrarles. boy), were tralncd for thelr present

ecat. Commonwe

Thug tho two £T
and In

slartod together,

purcly historical, ’:\?cy 1»:1]\'0“10\'{-11:- i'(‘)t‘ﬁf\f | Washington. llilt“.re ri-lu.'yu‘ﬁr?:“:;::ﬂgm
Iy tlde by slde. agsachusc ; Y (recly the spint of na
iy the only Stale whose ;nl"'lrlil:-bg(i:;lﬁ)ll e patrlotimn: s hich ?g;fﬁ:,}h&ga;
cstleclions rival those © |1y true basls for a CONR

It wil] alwaye be a matter for regre
that our State Hhrary was not h} '
. position to buy thal precious remunan
of Washlngton's Jellers and
which hi: collateral deveendant

{0 the Boston Athaenen,

et

y 5ol

alths
all matters

hooOK:

The sceveral leglslative aets leading
 to the establishing of the State 1i-
brary, between the years of 1823 and
1828, are unique in library history.
The covolution of an ldea s always
interesting, and from. carcful reading
of the current thought of that day and
time, we find several strong stimulants
to the library ldeca.

Library societlies were bheing char-
tered {n several towns of the State,
Winchester and KFront Royal and Alex-
andria notably. Mr. Jefterson, at Mon- |
ticello, was ordering books for the
University Hbrary.

Ap act authorizing the sale of ex-
tra coples of “Hening's Statutes” and
tho apppopriation of all funds from
{his male) to the purchasing-of books

| for the State library, was the first con-
structive step. The first step was ta-
ken and the act passed January 23vd,
1822. Governor FPleasants In somc |
way, failed to follow the advice of the
Agsembiy, which authorized him to
conduct the matter toward n success-
ful movement, and several years later
Governor Tyler's administration, gave |
to the iden more hospltable sofl nndl
climate, and we read, under date of |
February ,11th, 1528, that “a rcom (n
.the Capitol has been selectedy and a;
book committee appointed.” The ll.bm-!
rlan, whose guardian hand rhall pre-!
sorve the books, was the clerk of the
Council, and hlg salary as watch-dog
i tAEM ot more tnan ona hundrod
doMars pak year, 1d this comfuriable
‘Jocation, and In March, 1828, tho lihra-
‘ry began its careorof sorvice to the
fitnte. 1t has paunod throngh its sev-
enty-olght years with increasing use-
fulnoss, and a8 slated above now
slande In the front rank of Hbraries,

B )

The ndininistration of Mr. John Pen-
dleton Kennedy has béen distinguish-
ed by tha most remarkable evolution
of library ldeas in tho hiatory of tho
gtato. He has Jong boen posses sod of

3

t bost of all history train-

work in tha
the Natlonal Library in

ing schools,
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ody was barn in West
but he can't help that. Had
born o fow ycars carller than
ould not possibly be RNy

pride. Mr. Kenn

Virginla,
he been
he was, he €




