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"Queen Elizabeth was urged by ReT|nacular.
archbiphop and Sir Humphrey Glibert | zuished
to establish a lbrary to be the Great in the char

Nationa] Library, “after the pattern
of the more clivilized natlons. France,

lGermany and Italy2—Though the-vir—

gin queen had some love of learning,
she waa not destined to add to her
other glorles that of being the foun-
der of a national lbrary. Roger As-
cham was librarian of the Royal l-
brary. - The original foundation of the
Britleh museum was made up eof four
separate collections: The Roynl, tho
Cottonian, the Eanl of Oxford’s and the
Hans Sloano’'s., 8ir Robort Bruce Cot-
ton was an enthusiastic collector of
the smeventeenth century. He npent
hig life in gathering from all parip of
the world materinl for his Hbrary and
museum. After his death It wns ad-
ded {o by his som, and in 1700 it wasg
presented to the nation by his grand-
son. There was no suitable place. for
thig collection until forty years .la-
ter. i :
The books snd manusacripts which
the first Barl of Oxford collected were
among the glories of thelr age and in
tiem the family name wilt never die.
It i known as the Harlelan colleo-
tion. et ;
But not an Fnglish King, nor Rob-

|
|

lods, -

|

ert Cotton, nor the Earl of Oxford
han go good a claim to-be regarded aB
the founder of the Britlgh muscum a3
has 8ir Huns Sloane. ; ‘

He was a successful physician with
a pasalon for collecting rare manu-
seripts, printa, mednls, colns and the
like, . At_hisiidenath he bequeathed

hia collection. the THoSE —utiqwa -nnd |

extenglve private. collection in. the
world, to the netion, on condition thot
Parllament should pay his debts which.

amounted to much leas than the value #:i

of the collection. In his will appeara

a beautiful dedicatlon of the fruits of §

his-liteln work.to-the. publle-good, .~

So the British museum Is founded
in 1767 by ULringing together these
four notable collectlons. It now
ranks in importance before ail the
great librarles of the world, except the
Natfonale. at Parig, and far excels the
latter in its syvstematle arrangement
and the accesslbility of lte resources.

On ita forty miles o hClving arc
more than two million columes. Nine-
teen hundred newsapapers aroe recelv-
ed, filed and bound.

Only two libarles fin the TTnited
States have so fine a collection of our
national history and lHterature,

‘ Then a broadening p

"{t posserses the best libriury in any !
Firopean language outside the terr!-
tory in swhich the language is the ver-

1t hag had a list of distin-
librariang,’ but it was whilo
ge of Bir Andrew Panlzzl
1hat it paszed from the old ways into
the new. :
In 1837 he entered on his duties !
and Begnn nt once a system of mod-
orn administration which revolufionlz-
ed not only the library, but also the
English 1deas of what a library should
be. :

As his name Indicates, he was not
altogether English, or he woeuld never
have admltted, as he did admit, that
his own progressive ideas came to him
from Amerlca. “Englishment teach
the world how to llve,” but the I
brarian of the RBritish museum did
not hesitate to adopt American meth-
He made the English realize
that books were for service.and that the
good of the nation demanded tho dif-
fusion of leerning.

. &ir Thomas Bradley, founder of the
celebrated Bodlelan Library hullded
bettor than he knew, when in 1602 ho
eoncluded -“to set vp his ataff at the .
WMhraty Qoor of Oxon.” He is the (n-
teresting protoype of a large number
of henefactors of the human race.
Wiser than many who bhave followed
him, he began in his lifetlme hia phil-
anthropical work, and at his death left
property for the maintenance and in-
creatne of the library. Tho number of
books and manuscripts 18 half a million,
but this conveys an inadequate ldea
of -the valuablé character of the col-
Yoctlon 5. " 2B :

. Buperlor in
any other lbrary.

Oriental manuscript 10
tts editions in edf-

:i:iqnca'-fﬂmcipeg in Greek and Dalln
1erewell plgbt pricsless. i

i+ 1%e ola.eyrtoms of education wero

frizmudptioly ravolutionlzed by theinven-

5. of prifting 1ate fn the fifteenth

P e SR L e

Cidenie OL Paen pRY Walked hon |
drods of miles, perhaps begging thelr
way, Lo sit within sound-of the volce
of somo chosen teacher, or to read
;mme book sccurely ‘chained to a pll-
ar.

The wisdom and learning which hadt
10 bo sought out with infinite labor,
l» printed and mado accessible to the '
poorest comer. The early librarics wo
havo geen Lo bo but storchouses. To
get and to keep were their chief func-
tions, while to use was subordinate.
rocess began, and
with

the next artiele will have to do

o awakening which began in Amer-
{ lea
1} .
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