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Fo one has thought of questioning the quantity
of information emanating from Yashington in the past few
years, [owever, many people complain about the auality
of that information. Yhen we reaslize that every Department
and Duresu has o press section consisting of rmuny pudblieity
men, we ¢an easily see why the guantity holds up, Tons of
printed matter pour out of Washington every month, United
States citizens may not be fully infomrmed of the Var situse
tion in the Paoific, but they still cen learn from the
Department of Interior's Tish and Vild-1life Jervice how to
cook planked shad, ,

As an example, the bigrest of ull, is the Depart-
ment of Agrioulture Press Divislon: 711 full tine and
20,543 parte-tine onployees who cost the Unlted States taxe
payers last year $11,887,000.00 for salaries and printed
natter.,

Added to the press seoctions of the regular Depart-
ments and Agencies are whole groups of new ones in the Office
of "mergency lanagenment. To nane a few of the other new
sections we have, the 0ffice of Censorship, the O0ffice of
Gavarnmant'maparza. the Offloe of Covernment Wilgs, the Office
of Coordinator of Tnformation, the Office of Coordinator of
Tnter-Anerican Affairs, the "hite louse Tzecutive Office, the

nretoe of Civilian Defense and finally the Army and Favy

“reas Jeotions. | C
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In spite of this huge publieity persomnnel or possibly
because of 1t, a great deul of erroneocus or nmisleading informa-
tion i3 published, A classic example where the press section
itself was at fault, was the release some months ago of the
story of arrows pointing to important military instellations
supposedly placed by sabateurs,

“hen this story was flnally traced to its sourece,
it was found to have originated in the brain of an officer
in the Army Press Section. As & result of this story, a
large number of offlcers were transferred froa a soft publicity
Job to active service. -

Often times erroneous information is released because
the author of the statenent is so high up in the Covernment
that any statement he makes 1s news, Many of you undoubtedly
remember that lust a few days before Cas Rationing wae put into
effect in the Fast, Harocld Ickes, 011 Coordinator, laughed at
the idea that we would have as little as five gallons a week.

It is possible that no shortege hasg had the aararulv
attention the people have accorded the rubber problem. Just
about the time that the various Pureaus had convinced Americans
that they would have to get along without tires, the President,
in his Press Conference, stated thet things looked brighter and
he expected to see "tires for elvilians in the near future®,

It took weeks to ree-establish the desired feeling of selfl-
saerifice among car users,

Some times erroneous information is published by
aome department due to the desire to carry out thelr assignment

successfully. Instructions to imerican housewives as to
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how to prdparé tin ecans lor salvage caused many & headache to
local salvage committees. The mistake in this case was that
the news broke too soon, before methods of reeclaiming the
cans were worked up.

Exactly the saue situation occourred in the effort
to eolleect household fats. There 1is no commodity more badly
needed for the Var Uffort, but methods of colleecting the fat
should have been worked out before instructions as to how
it wes to be saved were issued,

| Without question more contradictory information
has been published about the draft than any other single
feature of the Government setup., This is easily understand-
able when we reallze that up to the présent time Vashington
has issued no definite instructions to the state or loeal
offices, Every loocazl bourd, at the present time, is a law
unto itself, and in meny communities their rulings are in
direct opposition to the stated policles of the Naticnal
Selective Service Systen,

As an example of the difference in policy nationally
and locally, our Company was recently instructed by the
Fational Board to immedistely request deferment of such of
our employees a&s were essential to the %ar Effert. The Tocal
Draft Board would not glve us the necessary blanks, Vhen we
so advised Vashington, they sent us the blanks imnedistely,
but without comment as to the loecal situation,

¥With these faots before us it is easy to see why
the information regarding when married men with dependents

will be called or whether deferment will be permitted for
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essential war workers varies with the locality., Tt is well

to bear in mind, too, that the formal release from the Fational
Selective Service System cannot be relied upon to inform you
as to the situation in any specific loeality.

However, 1t is not in these flelds that the dlaaaminaﬁian
of erroneous and misleadins Information nay be serious., lost
Americans feel that they should have all information which will
not give ald and comfort to the enemy with regard to the activi-
ties of our Amy and our Havy. This phase of the VWar effort
has been handled very badly up to the present time, It is ny
bellef that no government has ever Judged more erroneously the
tenper of its people and thelr ability to stand bad news than
our present Covernment in this war, It has even been suggested
that the outcome of the recent eleotlon may, in part, be the
result of the resentment of the Anerlcan people against a
ecensorship which does not allow the nation to know, within the
realms of reason, how the War is szoing. BSeventeen candidates
listed sz one cause of thelr defeat, "miatrust of Covernment
“ar news",

Although the excuse always given for nisleading
_information is that the truth would give ald to the enemy,
it reslly appears that it is the result of the Ingralned secrecy
of the Armed Forces.

It will be & long tinme before the people forget
how the story of the Tokyo Rald was handled, Jimy Doolittle's
statement, undoubtedly under instructions from the Var Departe
ment, that, "All plares reanched their oblectives and returned

to their base” was certainly not necessary.



) Pl

The nere @tﬁ@éﬂant that the Raid wes Queaasarully
carried qutvahou;d have been enough, and sart&iniy would not
~ have insplred Japsn to search for grounded fliers. As the
story was handled, the Ameriean people learned of the capture
of some of our fliers from offlclal Jupanese propaganda,

Sinee the start of the “ar, the Japanese releases have
been much more accurate than our own, Let us consider the
various naval battles which have taken place,

Imnedintely after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor
on December 7, 1941, our Navy announced the loss of 1 battleship
and 1 destroyver. The Japanese clalmed the destruction of
28 battleships asnd 4 cruisers. Two weeks later we announced
that the following ships hed been destroyed:

1 battleship « Arizone

1 obsolete battleship - Utah

3 destroyers - Shaw, Caasin, Downes

)l oller - Oglala

As 1t would have been impossible for the Japanese to
mistake destroyers for orulsers, it 1s qulite probable that
there wes an error in translating thelr broadcast on this
subjeot, and that they referred to the loss of 4 deatroyeré.
On thle basis the Japanese report was very acocurate.

It is interesting to note that on ﬁnreh 2, 19423, the
President, in his broadoast, stated that only 3 combatant
ships were lost at Pearl Harbor. This announcement was hard
to understend until we learned, two weeks later, that the
destroyer Shaw, which had had 1ts bow completely shot off,

had been repalred and was agaln 1n service.
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In the battle of the Java Sea which started on
January 23, 1642, we at first claimed that no U, S, Warships
had been sunk, Almost a month later, when the score for the
Allled Fleet was given, 1t was implied that 2 of the crulsers
lost were Amerlcan., 4t that time the iapaneaa claimed the
sinking of 11 Allied warships.
 The setual loss in Allled warships in these engagenents

was as follows:

1T, 8, ships sunk: Alroraft Tender - Langley
Cruiser - Houston
Destroyer - Pope

Eritish ships sunk: Cruiser - ’xeter

Destroyers - Encounter, Struggnold, Jupiter,

and ectra,

Duteh ships sunk: Crulsers - Java and DeRuyter
‘ Destroyers - Hortenaer and Evertsen

Australian ships sunk:Crulser - Perth
8lo0op - Yarra

It iz easy to see that the Japanese were very conservae
tive in their claims in this battle. Our Navy Department did
not release the information on the sinking of the Alreraft
Tender Langley until & month after it had been received fron
Toyko. |

Japan never made any official admission as to their
losses in this battle. The Allies olalmed the sinking of
1 airdrart carrier, 2 cruisers and 2 destroyers.

The raid on the Marshall Ielands made Tebruary 1, 19423,
was such & successful foray for the V.3, Fleet that their
first snnouncement, made 3 weeks later, was apparently complete

and sccurate. The Navy Departunent claimed no losses for our
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fleet end the sinking_ofvl Japanese alreruft carrier as well
as 1 ocrulser and 1 desﬁrcyar¢

After the battle of the Coral Sea May 4 to 9, the
Japanese olaimed that they had sunk 2 alreraft carriers and
1 battleship. General oArthur himself said that the Japanese
clains were "fantaestie". IHowever, he was only partially
accurate, Ixactly one month later the FNavy Department announce
ed the sinking of the aireraft carrier Lexington in this bdattle.
However, 't 1s well to note that as the size of the Japanese
flest ¢w1néled, the size of thelr clains inereased,

The battle of Hidway from June 4 to 6 was, without doubt,
a great viectory for the American FTorcesj; and for the first time,
I was unable to find any statement by the Japanese as to our
losses, Aoctually we had the following ships sunk:

Alreraft ocarrier -~ Yorktown

Destroyer - liamman
The Havy Department 41d not immediately release any statenent
on the sinking of the Yorktown but held it up over three months
after the battle took place.

For comparison we might add that the Japanese losses
in this battle, all of which had been fully authanticéted. con-
sisted of 4 alreraft carriers, 2 crulsers, and 3 destroyers as
well as serious damage to 3 battleships, 1 crulser and 3 destroyers,

In the battle for the Solomon Islands which started on
Aucust 7 and 1z still continuing, we find the first evidence of
acourate reporting on the part of the U, 8, Navy and gross
exaggeration on the part of Japan, Ten days after the battle
started, the Jupanese clalmed that thaj had sunk 1 battlaship
and 21 other combatant ships, It is piobable that our losses



during the entire engagement d1d not exceed 19 scubatant ships
of which none were battleships.

It is only in the ocase of the disaster at 8&?@,‘a
part of this battle, that our Navy Department falled to repbr%
promptly what was happening. You may recall that on the night
of August.gth, 4 Allied orulsers were surprised and sunk by
the Japanese. The Auatr&limn& announced the loss of thaii
eruiser Canberra within a weeik., Ilowever, it waa exactly 3
nonths later that the MNavy admitted our loss.

The handling of Yar news becans so unaatiataétory
that in June of 1942 the President oreated the Gfriée of Var
Information and abolished the Office of Facts and Pigures, the
Office of Covernment Reports, the divislon of information of
the Office of “mergency anagenent, and the 0ffice of the
Coordinator of Information, The man he appointed as hesd of
this Bureau wasz Elmer Davis. !Mr. Davis had the confiﬂanoé of
everyone, if he could only get the cooperation of the Army and
Havy the Job would be well done,

During the firast month in office little was accomplishe
ed beyond establishins a set of rules,

1, #ach Covernment agency was to continue to ilssue
{ts own releases that dld not pertain to the War. However, all
news bearing on the Var REffort was to be cleared through the
Office of War Information,

2, The Army and Novy were to have the final say as
to what news wes to he released about the Armmed Oerviceas,

$. The Office of Yar Information undertook to
eoarﬂinéte reports of Covernment projects relating to the Var

for radio broadcusts, motlon pletures, posters, advertising, etc.
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4, The Office of Yar Informetion was to have complete
~eharge of the official news sent oversens except the news to
Central and South America,

The first comprehensive evidence that !y, Davis could
‘help the Ameriean people to know the truth came in his report
on Alreraft issued thie Fall. For months & controversy had been
reging as to whether /merican plenes were inferior to those of
our enemy. Thls argument hed begun to affect the personnel c:
our Alr ¥Yorces, ir, Davis' frenk evaluation settled the question
elmost overniszht, le told in what ways certaln of our planes
were not a2 good as certain of cur eneny plaﬁam, but he showed how
our weaker planes were used against the weaker ones of our enemny.
No controversy was ever dropped more qulekly,

However, the Havy, and $t0 & lesser degree, the Army
continued to suppress unfavorable news, In "Time 'lagazine”
for Hovenber 9, 1942, appeared the followlng swwary of the
situation:

| "Onee, after & hard fight for a sensible, demooratio
censorship, newsmen hud been reassured by the appaintmantvot
Byron Price as head of the Office of canmdrghip. “hen able
Timer Davis took over as hesd of OWI last summer, with executive
powers straigsht from the FPresident, rewsmen belleved that the
military news jam would be dynamited, Yet within the last weeks
have come gome of the war's worst exemples of inept, demoraliz-

ing suppression of war news."

pgh s i P o e v

*Few Washington correspondents blame Flmer Davis

for his fsilure to prevent rews suppression. e has tried
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hard, against tough opponents, to relax whet he politely calls

'the ingrained ha%itual reticence of the services,' That he

has not gotten fnrthar ia not for laeck of a liberal charter:

The President himself hed long since declared thet censorship

must be 'in harmony with the best interests of our free institu-
tions,' HNewsmen recnlled that Ceorge Creel, in Yorld War T,

had found himself up against like reticence Iin /‘ray % Yavy.

e won out only partly because of his own forcefulness; more impor-
tant, Creel was able %o thaw out military news because he got the
unequivoeal backing of ¥Woodrow Vilson.

"Hewsmen 1mplicitly accept the need for a wartine
cersorships but do not like the rotion that a tighter oenagrahip
is justified by nilitary defeats., Victories have never oreated
censorship trouble, The test of a sound censorship 1s how it
copes with bad news,”

It was about thia time that !r, Davis stated that,

"all sinkings of major U, 2, Faval vessels have been announced",
e stated at that tine that the gulding principle of the ﬂtribb
of Var Information was, "That the iAmericen people have a right
to know everythins that is known to the emeny, or that would not
give him ald if he found out,”

It was very unfortunate that the next day the Nawvy
anncunced the sinking of en unidentified carrier some days before.
Tt is barely possible that the information had not been recelved
in Washington when ¥r. Davis spoke. In any event no one questions
the aeccuracy of the fanets as far as he knew then,

Whether it is because our Var ¥ffort 1s now more

successful or rfor some other reason, & oareful check leads me
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to make the saane ét&teﬁant now that Mr, Davis made two months
ago=--the American pecple know the extent of our Faval losses
todate, Let's see how they change the balance of Faval power.
The {igures for Decenber 7, 1842, are the most acourate

avallable, and are those used by our Mavy in thelr estinates of

relative power. Only fully suthentioated sinkings heve been

considered.,
1igsione In Service
12-7-41 Reported lost 1-18-43
Hattleships:
United States 17 s 1 18
Tapan R 2 10
Adreraft Carriers:
United Stotes e 4 S
Eépan ‘ 8 _ & 2
Crulsers:
United States 37 L 30
Japan 48 58 8
Destroyers:
United States 172 23 149
Japan 1286 58 67
Submarines:
United “tates 118 ; 5 108
Japan 71 29 42

In looking at the resultineg figures 1t is well to
bear in mind several factors. TVirst, we have not considered
damage to sghips. Owing to the lcaﬁtinﬁ of the battle fronts

far fron our heses, minor damage to one of our ships 1s more

serious than minor damage to & Japanese vessel,
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To offset this, serlous damsge to Japanese ships
is slmost equivalent to a sinking. They are so short on steel,
paiticulariy armor plete, that the use of materlsl for repalrs
must delay new construction.

Our naval force is used in the Atlantlc as vell as
in the Paocific, However, we oan assume that all our alreraft
carriers and most of our Battleships are in the Pacifie, Lighter
warships, curisers, destroyers and submarines are in both Oceans.
Convoy duty in the Atlantie leg a vital jJob in this total war,

In the above discussion we have considered only the
ships known to have been in service on December 7, 1941, To
have & correct comparison in naval strength, we must take into
consideration the ships commiasioned eince that time as well as
such information as is avallable on seoret construction in Tapan
prior to ?éarl Harbor., One authority states thaut every ship
launched in Japan in 1940 and 1941 had a twin ship launched the
sane day, The 1dea being that the news of the launching of a
vwarahip could not be surpressed, but that duel lsunchings were
- not usual and could be denied,

"Janes Fighting Shipas" fer 1941 makes the following
statement in this connection: ,

;Inrormﬂtion on Japan is certainly of a less definite
cheracter than could de desired™, "The actual number of capital
ships under construction is still somewhat doubtful.”

It would appear that Japan had only 12 battleships
at the start of the war, Two of these were modern and fest

encuch for offensive actlon as an escort for aireraft earriers,
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It is probable that another fast Dattleship was completed in
1842, Howeveé; Japan's peak rate of Battleship construction
is one a year, end this rate would be seriouély reduced if
mueh repeir work on danaged ships were necessary.

In the Battle of the Coral fea our Navy encountered
two aireraft carriers whose existance had never been admitted.
One of these was reported as of the Thoho elass, There is
little information regarding these ships and they may be cone
verted luxury liners., To be conaervative we should add to the
list of older Japanese flatetops still afloat two Ryukakus and
two or three Shohos,

Japan has used her erulsers to furnish most of the
fire power for the war in the Pacifie. As a result the losses
‘have been high. Crediting all possible construction and cone
sidering her exceptional repalir faecllities, it is doubtful if
she has been ahle to maintain her maximum strength at 26 cruisers.

The construction of a destroyer is not s iajor problen,
flowever, the beat estimete avalladble pgives Japan 85-warahipa
of this type.

The liast of United Ctates Warshipe as of December 7,
1241 was known not only toc our oitizens but also to Japan,
Although lists of newly commissioned ships are no longer availle
able, careful study of the officlal news releases for the last
13 months gives a falrly complete pleture,

During 1942 threellaraa Battleships were added to
our fleet, These were the South Dakota, Indiana and assachusetts.

The Alabama will be commissioned by early summer, All these
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ships are of the Vashington Class and have a standard dis-
placenment of 35,000 tons, These are to'ba followed by 6 huge
PDettleships of the Towa Cless (45,000 tons) to be completed
in two years. Arnd twelve additional Dattleships are under
conastruction,

In Adreraei’t carriers the program has besn slower,
Although some converted merchantmen have been added to our
badly depleted line, no real "flat-top" will be availabdle
until April of this year. Then the pleture should change repidly.
In the next eighteen months 1l cerriers of the Essex Cleas
(25,000 tons) and 10 converted light eruisers (10,000 tons)
will be commissioned. |

Our Cruiser program is the heaviest ever undertaken
by any nution. All we know of the construction todate is
that 6 modern eruisers have been completed durins 1942, This
figure is obviously too conservative.

The Destroyer program contemplated an output of 243
eraft during 1942 and 1¢43. These useful ships are now being
put in service at the rate of at least three a week,

Let us consider how the above factors change the
overall pioture, It is my opinion that as of today the United

Stotes and the Japanese {leats stand about az follows:

ﬂagt;aaﬂ;pg Alroroeft carriers Crulsers Destroyers CSubmarines
1¢ 3 36 200 plus 140 plus

11 7 25 80 70

On December 7, 1942, the Secretary of Navy, Knox, made
the Tollowing statements:
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"@hé enemy's 'maritime strength', has been cut in
one year of way 'to a few thousand tons short of desperately
impairing Hippon's extended lines of communication and supply!.”
"Our own shipyards are launching naval vessels at a
constantly sccelerated rate, which has already provided us
today with & far larger, harderhitting and faster fleet than
we had on December 7, 1941."

Thie we can belleve.



Battleships

Arizona

Alreraft Carriers

Lexington
Yorktown
Wasp
flornet

Crulsers

Houston
Unidentified
Astoria
Suincey
Vineénnes
Atlanta
Juneau
Horthampton

Deatrozerg
Heuben James

Unidentified (Shaw)

Casgin
Downes
Peary
Jacob Jones
Pope
Stewart
Edsall
Pillsbury
Sturtevant
8ims :
Hamman
Hlue

Jarvis
OtErien

Heridith

Porter
Dunecan
Yonessen
Cushing
Benhan
Preston
Yialke
Barton
lLarfey

VWarships Sunk - Present VWar

103141 to 1-10-43

Tonnage

32,600

33,000
16,900
14,700
20,000

9,080

9,400
0,375
6,000
6,000
9,050

1,190
1,500
1,500
1,500
1,180
1,090
1,190
1,190
1,190
1,190
1,570
1,570
1,500

1,500
1,570

1,630
1,850

1,630
1,465
1,500
1,480
1,750
1,700
1,700

Wheg
12«77«41

Heb-52
B=T=42
Gelb=42
10-26-423

ifsrch

Be9=43
Befwdd
Befwd?d
11-13-42
11-13-42
11-30-42

10=3531=41
18«77«41
12=-7=41
18741
Rel10=42
Sedfied?
Selud?
=i
March
Mareh

BG=q2
After

B=22-42

Belwdd
About
10=10-432
AbBut
10-19=42
10=-86-42
10«18«42
1l=13«42
11=13-42
111542
11-135=43
11=18~43
11=15-42
llelb=42

Whegg
Pearl Harbor

Coral Sea
Midway
Solomons -
Solomons

off Java

Solomons
Selomons
Solomons
Solonons
Solonons
Solomons

Atlantie
Peayrl !arbor
Paarl larbor
Pearl Harbor
At Darwin
Atlantie

Off Java

Surabaya Refore

off Jave "
off Java o

Hidway
South Paeific

Solonons
Solomons

Solomons

Solomons
Solomons
Solomons
Solomons
Solomons
Solomons
Solomens
Solonone
Siolonons

Regagﬁeg
12«82«41

| Bel2-42

G142
10=26-42
10-31-42

S=ld=42

10=12=42
10-12=42
10«12=42
11-17-42
11=17=-42
12=4~-42

l2=00-41
12«28«41
12«28«41
4el=4?
Swlmdd
S=ld=42
S=lD=42
Selle=d?l
3=15=42

Gelbd=d
febed?

102242
10=28«48

10=26=42
11-10-42
11=17=42
11-17-42
11-17-42
11-17-42
11-17=-42
11-17-42
11-22-42
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Auxilisry Craft  Type
S=86 Submarine
Shark - Subnmarine
Sealion Submarine
Perch Subnarine
Grunion Submarine
titah Target Ship
Penguin Mineaveeper
Bittern Hinesweeper
Pinch Hinesweeper
Plgeon inesweeper
cuail inesweeper
Tenager Hinegweeper
Ogala {inelayer
Calhoun Transport
Little Transport
Coolidge Transport
Liberty Freighter
Melga Freighter
Geo ¥, Mliott Treighter
Gregory Ereighter
Heches Otler
Pecos Oiler
Feosho Diler
Acacla Coast G.
Cutter
Alexander amilton "
uskeget o
Langley Tender
{Afreraft)
Asheville Gunboat
indanao Gunboat
Yake Gunboat
Oahu Gunboat
Lugzon Gunboat
Unidentified Torpedo
Boat
PT=385 "
el »
Ne-111 -
Q=¥ .
QV 0
Conopus Sub,Tender

¥he
l=24-42

Mareh

12=T7=41

18=8-41
4-0=42

12-7=41

Aftoy
B=l8-42
Oefed?

Gel=d?

Mareh

February
2=2T7=42

In Mareh

127=48

4=0=40

ﬁhozg
Collision
T Panama

lasing
Cavite

Pearl Harbor

Quan
Batan

Pearl Harbor
South Paecific

Solomons
South Paeific

Ofre Javea

Tefore

0ff Tceland

off Java

o Java
At Shanghal

Datan

Before

fefore
Before

Reno
BeT=ds

3-18-42
3-15-42

18-28-~4)

S=]lbedl
Deled?

12-28-41
Gubimd

12«12-42

Bwd=dd
4el=42
B=15-48

DwdBed?
10=0=43

4ed=dd

B=0l=48
12-15-48

Hefore -l1-48



Auxilia

Yapa
Gannet
Beminole

Oythera
YP-389

Craft

Type ¥hen
Tug 4-0=42
Tug

Tug 10=~25=42

Patrol Boat
Patrol Boat

Yhere
Batan

Bolomons

Before

Reporte
fel=dd
10=27=42



