MELANCHOLY OCCURRENCE.—It is our painful duty to an-
nounce the sudden and dreadful death of Dr. Thomas H.
Averett, of this place. He was in his library on Saturday
eveping last, reading and writing, surrounded with bocks
and newspapers. A geaﬂeman riding by observed 2 light in
the room, and saspecting that all waz not right, Jumpcd
from his horse and rushed in, and, horrible to tell, discovered
the doctor with all his clothes nearly burnt oﬁ' hia, lle
called for assistance, and medical aid was immediately sent
for. But it was ali over, and he died in absut thicty mninutes,
in great suffering. The doctor beiug alone, as usual with ;
him when in his study, it is impossible to say how the fire
originated. lle had not long before called for five to light
his pipe, and it is conjectured that, having lighted it, he laid

down on his couch, which was considerably burnt, and fili |

asleep, and that, whilat in that gituation, hts pipe fell from

his band and iynited kis clothes, which were very thin aud
light. Itis also supposed, and very reasonably, that he was !
unable to call for help sutlicientii loud to be heavd, as he was 5
laboring under the effccts of a paralytic attack of some‘
wonths’ standing, which affected his'speech very niuch.
[Huh_/a.c Court louse ( Va.) Advocate.
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Dzarx or A¥ Ex-Mxxpgn or Coxaaxss.~The Lynch-
burg Virginian mentiony s rumor that Dr. Avsaxer, of
Uslfax, Va., formerly a member of Congress, went to his
stady, a few dsys ago, with a lighted cigar and 1aid down
on & Jounge, when, probably fallieg to sieep, his cigaraet
fire to a thickly wadded dressing gown which he had on.
He was soon eaveloped in flames, and, either from suffo-
cation or the indaling of flame, expired.

The Daily Intelligencer, Washington, DC
7 July 1855



AVERETT Family Tree

William A. Awerett ----- m.----

,EEBJ Hamlett

_

-Elizabeth Hamlett

Elizabeth Averett

b. 1809

d. Mar. 17, 1891

m. Elisha Betts 6/28/1855

Thomas Hamlett Averett-------=------- m. January 3, 1822---
in Prince Edward Co.

b. July 20, 1800, near Halifax

d. June 29, 1855 lived at "Sedge Hill"

|

William B. Averett

b. Sept. 19, 1803

|

d. ca. 1896, or Nov. 12, 1880

b. 1823
b. Aug. 29, 1824
b. July 2, 1826

1. Edmund Berkeley Averett, Dr.
2. Thomas Hamlett Averett, Jr.
3. Jessie Wootton Averett
4. JOHN TAYLOR AVERETT b. Dec.24, 1827
a. Martha E. “Miss Pattie” Averett b.1853
b. Janie Wootton “Miss Janie” Averett b. 1870
c. William Penick Averett b. Jun. 26, 1859
d. Sue Berkeley Averett b. 1857
e. Thomas H. Averett

f. Edmund C. Averett b. Jul. 11, 1864

5. William Wootton Averett b. 1831

6. Joseph James Averett b. 1832
a. Emma W. Averett

7. Jane Elizabeth Averett b. 1833

8. Martha Bedford Averett b. April 21, 1836

d. ca. 1858
d. July 27, 1826
d. Sept. 21, 1826

BOLD Caps = Presidents
Bold Ic = Teachers / Board

Joseph C. Averett

m. Narcissa Faulkner b. ca. 1806
2 children d. July 27, 1886
m. 1) Margaret B. Carter
m. 2) Sarah A. Taylor
m. 3) Mary 1. B. Young
.......... Martha Coleman Wootton

William Penick

d. 23 Feb 1898
d. Oct. 22, 1916
d. Mar. 20, 1953
d. Mar. 17, 1927
d. Jun. 26, 1939

d. Jun. 16, 1907
d. after 1859

d. 1872

m. Mary Ella Wilson
b. 1862 d. 1941

d. pre-1897------ m. Rosa Celestia Averett

-d. July 31, 1836

9. SAMUEL WOOTTON AVERETT b. March 1, 1838 d. Sept. 20, 1896

a. Mary Averett b.1875

b. Berkeley Averett b.Dec.13, 1877 d. Sept. 21, 1878

c. Elliott Averett
d. Kate
10. Harriett Maria Averett

b.Dec. 13, 1877

b. April 26, 1841

C:\America Online 5.0a\download\AverF Am.doc

d. Sept. 17, 1846

m. NATHAN PENICK-------

m. Janie Russell Miller
b. Jul.21, 1848 d. Mar.17, 1916

m. Louisa Frances Penick-------

----Susan Barksdale Penick
m. WILLIAM A. TYREE
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Virginia Election.
New York Daily Times (1851-1857),; Oct 30, 1851;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers New York Times Cmm_ -2006) w/ Index (1851-1993)

pg. 2 — s
Yirginia Election.
Riciyonp, Wednesday, Oct. 29,

From returns thus far received from ‘the Third
District, there scems little doubt of the election of
q,_,ozsm H. Averett, USSQ& to Cangress.

The Fifteenth Distriet is not yet settled, but re-
turns are now in favor of Georze W, ﬂss_zo:_
Democrat,

By S

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Recent Deaths.

New York Daily Times (1851-1857); Aug 7, 1855,
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b 1“ Wiy ljlieceli Deaths,

r. Tnomas H. Avererr died last we

Halifax, Va,, aged nearly fifty-five years. ek];lrt
AveRETT firét took & prominent part in politics
upon the removal of the deposites by Gen, Jack.
BON, 1n 1832, This messure he ardently advocated,
through the press and before the people ; and.
though opposed by & large portion of the talent and
mfluence of the eountry, he carried it with him by
a decided majority He thern made an impression
on the county, and the Congressional District of
which it is a part, which has never been effaced.
What amount of labor he performed during that
time, both mental and physical. may be estimated
when it is known that this took place while his
immense professional business was at its height.
His habit was to visit his patients during the day
entertain his company until bed-time, and read and
write until 2 or 4 o’clock in the morning. In the
year 1848 the people called for the service of Dr.
Avererr in the Councils of Virginia, and he was
elected to the Senate for the seasion of 1848 and
’49. He madethem a vigilant and faithful repre-
sentative, watching the public treasury, particu-
larly, with the eyes of Argus. During his mem.
hership 3n the State Senate he was invited by a
District Convention to become the candidate of the
Democratic party for Congress. He accepted the
call, and after an arduous canvass, and a three
days’ clection, was returped by a majority of nine
votes, The district had been previously repre-
sented by @ Whig, He was subsequently reélected
by a large majority, staking his election upon an
unyielding apposition to the compromise measures
of 1850. He was afterwards an independent can-
didate, in ogpo.-n,lon to two other gentlemen, but
was defeated. He then retired from public life.
and devoted his time to the peaceful “pursuits of
agriculture,

Mr CHarLEs W, HunT, comedian, died a few
days since in the hospital at Mobile. Mr. Hunt
was an Englishman by birth, but had been connect-

" ed with the American stage duringthe past twenty

years, Hewasa vergexcellent farce actor,and a
ganicular fuvorite in Boston, He was once a mem-

er of the Park Company, and forfseveral seasons.

layed at the St. Charles Theatre, New Orleans.
%isl widow is a teacher of dancingat Providence

Hon. JouN Woons diedat his residence in Ham-
ilten, Ohio, on the 30th ult, Mr. Woops hasbeen
a very active and useful man. He served two terms
in Congress, and held the office of State Auditor
for one term. In both of these positions he acquit-

ted himsell most honorably, lzboring with great en-’

i ergy to promote the inrerests of his constituents

and the State. He has been largely identified with’

the works of publie improvement in the State, and
to his industry they have been lurgely indebted for
their success. )

Captain Francis BrRowNINe, a soldier of the

Revolutien and a former member in the Virginia

Legis'ature from Russell, died on the 18th ult,,
aged 101 years. He voted for the famous resolu-
tion of '98—"99.

Dr. JounN C CALNoUN, third son of the late Hon.

- JoHN C. CaLHOUN, died of consumption at Winnas-

bero’, S, C., on Tuesday last,

DEATH oF AN EpiTorR.—Mr. Jaues B. SyxE,
assistant editor of the Worcester Spy, died in that

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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0LD CITIZEN
PASSES A AY
AT HOSPITAL

Thomas Averett, Son of
Noted Educator, to
Be Buried Today

rl —————
Puneral services will be conducted
at half past three o'clock this after-
noon for Thomas Averett, one of
Daiwille’s oldest citizens who passed
away last night at Edmunds hospital
at cight o'clock after an iliness which
had precluded an active life for the

| past elghteen years. Mr. Averett had

been failing steadily recently and he
bad been removed to the hospital for
treatment in the hope that he could
be partially restored.

He was 72 years of age and had

[{lived in Danville sicce he was a lad
[lof siateen years coming here with

his father, J. T. Averett from Hali-
iax county where iic was born. He
was ihus lineally identified with the
man who with S. M. Averett played
a conspicuous part in the education-
al affairs of this city. It was J. T.
Averett and S M Averett who a gen-
eration ago took over the Roanoke
Female Irstitute on Paston stieel
and did much tsowards 1its develop-
ment. It was in commemolatidon of
this life or service that the name
Roanoke Institute was changed some
years ago to Averett College

Mr. Avereit was in the book and
stationery business [or many years,
later taking up insurance Thenr
came a Stroke of paralysis nearly
twenty yeals since. He oveicame 1t
gradually but never wus active agan
«nd oI recent years he had been a
shut In devoting himself to reading
and the development of a deep phil-
osphy of hfe He suffered his physi-
cal misfortulsess with a broad spiris
o2 resignation.

Deccased was & member of the First
Baptist church and took a continuing
Interest in {ts aftairs. He lived with
his two sisters, Miss Sue Betkeley
Averett and Miss Jane Wooten Aver-
et and was unmarried.

Service at his home on West Main
street will be followed this atiernoor
by inteiment in Green Hill cemetery
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at half past three o'clock this af =
noon for Thomas Aveiretf, ont ’ - ;

away last night at Edmunds hos)
at elght o'clock after an 1liness w
had precluded an active life for
past elghteen years. Mr. Averett
been failing steadily recently ani
had becn removed to the hospita
freatment in the hope that he ¢
be partially restored.

He was 72 years of age and had
Lived in Danville sirce he was a lad
of siateen years coming here with
his father, J. 7. Averett from Hali-
tax county where e was born. He
was thus lineally identified with the
man who with S. M. Averett played
a conspicuous part in the education-
al affairs of this city. It was J. T.
Averett and S M Averett who a gen-
eration ago took over the Roanoke
Female Irstitute on Patiton stieel
and did much tsowards 1ty develop-
ment. It was in commemoiatidn of
this life or service that the name
Roanoke Institute was changed some
years ago to Averett College

Mr. Avereit was in the book and
stationery business [or many years,
later taking up insurance Then
came a stroke of paralysis nearly
twenty yeals since. He overcame 1t
gradually but never wus active agan
«ng ol recent years he had been a
shut In devoting himself to reading
and the development of a deep phil-
osphy of Iife He suffered his physi-
cal misfortuless with a broad spiric
o2 resignation.

Deccased was & member of the First
Baptist church and took a continuing
mterest in {ts aftairs. He lived with
his two sisters, Miss Sue Betkeley
Atverett and Miss Jane Wooten Aver-
et and was unmarried.

Service at his home on West Main
street will be followed this atiernoorn
by Interment in Green Hill cemetery
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DR. THOMAS HAMLETT AVERETT

By Kenneth H. Cook

Few Halifax County families have distinguished themselves
as have the Averetts. Dr. Thomas Hamlett Averett was a prominent
local phyeician, state and federal legislator. His children
carved their individual niches, particularly in the field of
education. Sadly, they are virtually unknown in their native
countye.

Research for this article was accomplished off and on for
nearly two years. The finished product, especially as it relates
to Dr. Averett himself, seems so little for so much work, but to
delay it further at this point seemed unwise.

Thomas Hamlett Averett was born July 20, 1800, near Halifax,
a son of William and Elizabeth Hamlett Averett. Following a
custom of that time, he was named for his mother's father, Thomas
Hamlett.

Little is known of his early life. He had at least one
sister, Elizabeth, and two brothers, William and Joseph (to be
discussed briefly at the end of this article). The family was of
the Baptist faith and always quite active in the church. Young
Thomas is said to have attended the "common schools."

VIAR OF 1812
When he was just past his 1lith birthday, on September 11,

1814, Thomas enlisted in the War of 1812 as a substitute for his



father, William Averett, disabled by illness. He entered service
at Camp Mimms, near Richmond, served not quite three months and
was honorably discharged. His service was that of a drummer boy.

According to application papers he filed years later for a
land warrant, he stated that he was the drummer who served in the
company commanded by Capt. Isaac Medley, afterward by Lt. Allen
P'Pool, in the 4th Virginia Militia Regiment, 2nd Brigade, "in
the War with Great Britain, declared by the United States on
June 18, 1812." He was discharged December 1, 1814, at Elliott's
Mills, Maryland.

The muster roll for Capt. Medley's company states that Thomas
H. Averett was taken on September 30, 1814, and was present until
October 7, and was one of 66 men, including officers, who marched
from the 69th Regiment at Halifax. His service, two months 14
days in duration, netted him $9 per month, for total pay of
$22,93.

For his service in the War of 1812 he received a land warrant
of 160 aéres. He appeared before George C. Holt, a Justice of the
Peace for Halifax County, on March 19, 1855, to make application,

which was approved on May 15, 1855.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Following the War of 1812, Thomas completed his secondary
education and surely attended college, but it is not known where,
Tradition has held that he attended Jefferson Medical College in
Philadelphia; this is so stated in his entry in the BIOGRAPHICAL
DIRECTORY OF THE AMERICAN CONGRESS. However, a search of the
records of Jefferson did not turn up his name.

According to the records of the University of Pennsylvania

-School of Medicine at Philadelphia, Thomas did complete the first



3.

year of medical schodl there, 1820-21, but did not graduate. It
is not known if he transferred elsewhere.

The Philadelphia College of Medicine conferred an honorary
M.D. degree on him in 1850. From the records of that time there
is no indication of where or when he received his regular M.D.
degree.

The question that naturally arises is did Thomas Hamlett
Averett actually graduate from medical school? One must assume
that he did, since he was thereafter referred to as "doctor."
Also, he practiced in the most prominent families, including the
Bruces of Berry Hill, and since there were other physicians in
the county, one assumes they would not have used the services of

a non-graduate.

MARRIAGE

On January 3, 1822, Dr. Averett was married, in Prince
Edward County, to Martha Coleman Wootton (also spelled Wooten).
The names of her parents are not known. She was 18 years old.

The ceremony was performed by the Rev. Joel Johns, "a
minister of the gospel,"™ after Dr. Averett and Thomas A. Filbert
posted bond of $150. Miss Wootton's guardian, Elisha Jeffress,
had given his consent to the marriage on February 5, 1821, in a
note to the clerk of Prince Edward County which read:

"Miss Martha C. Wootton has consented to marry Dr. Thomas H.
Averett, and I, as her guardian, do give my consent to the same.

You may therefore issue a license accordingly."



CHILDREN

Ten children were born to Dr. and Mrs. Averett, all in
Halifax County, as follows:

Edmund Berkeley Averett, M.D., born 1823, to be discussed
later.

Thomas Hamlett Averett, Jr., born August 29, 1824, died July
27, 1826, buried in the Averett Square in Halifax Town Cemetery.

Jessie Wootten Averett, born July 2, 1826, died September
21, 1826, buried in the Averett Square, Halifax.

John Taylor Averett, born December 24, 1827, to be discussed
later.

William Wootton Averett, born 1831, to be discussed later.

Joseph James Averett, born 1832, to be discussed later.

Jane Elizabeth Averett, born 1833, to be discussed later.

Martha Bedford Averett, born April 21, 1836, died July 31,
1836, buried in the Averett Square, Halifax.

Samiel Wootton Averett, born March 1, 1838, to be discussed
later.

Harriett Maria Averett, born April 26, 1841, died September
17, 1846, buried in the Averett Square, Halifax.

HOME IN HALIFAX
Dr. and Mrs. Averett and their family made their home in
Halifax on what is present-day Maple Avenue. Their home, a large,
white frame structure, stood on the site now occupied by the Murphy
home, next to the home of Mrs., Will Lacy. According to Mrs. R. C.
Edmunds and others, the Averett home was demolished when the

Murphy home was built.



Dr. Averett purchased the house, "at present occupied by the
said Averett," on October 27, 1835, from William H. Clark of
Banister Lodge for $800. The house and lot were allotted to Mr.
Clark under the will of his father, Col. John Clark.,

OTHER LANDS
Dr. Averett owned considerable property in Halifax County.
His earliest purchase, in 1822, was lot 32 in the town of
Meadsville. Other property included several lots in the town of
Halifax, a tract of land on the Racetrack road, more than 200
acres on Terrible Creek and 302 acres on the ‘erry's Bridge Road.

In all, he purchased over 1600 acres.

MASONIC HALL LOT

Dr. and Mrs. Averett, Thomas G, Coleman and James Young were
the owners of the lot on which the Halifax Masonic Lodge was built
prior to 1828, On April 28 of that year they sold, for $3, that
"certdin lot or piece of ground near the Courthouse ... on which
a hall has been erected for the use and accomodation of the Society
of Free Masons, designated as the Halifax Hiram Lodge No. 96."
No one knows exactly when the handsome Georgian-style Lodge was

built.

DAN RIVER CHURCH
On July 22, 1843, Dr. Averett, his brother Joseph €. Averett
and their wives sold seven-eights (7/8) of an acre, lying
"between the roads leading from Halifax Courthouse to Terry's

Bridge and Torian's Ferry," to John Jennett, James C. Cole, Allen



Willingham, John B. Carrington, Parham Moon and Henry C. Moon,
trustees. The land was "for the use and benefit of the Baptist
Church of Christ, called Dan River, and of the congregation
assembling with said church to worship at Dan River Meeting House
in Halifax County (and for no other use or benefit whatsoever) "

The cost was $1.

MEDICAL PRACTICE

Dr. Averett's medical practice was primarily at Halifax
Courthouse and in the surrounding county, but he is said to have
had patients in Charlotte County and in Person County, N. C., as
well. Possibly so, since physicians in those days traveled
long distances.

In April, 1839, the Court of Halifax County appointed him
county physician, "to attend such prisoners in jail as may require
medical attention."

Dr. Averett was also physician to the Bruce family at Berry
Hill. ﬁe was with Anna Bruce, daughter of James Coles and Eliza
W. Bruce, almost daily during her last illness. She died January
1, 1845,

Mr. Bruce was spending the winter of 1844-45 in New Orleans
and Cuba for his health, leaving Mrs. Bruce alone with their
children at Berry Hill. When she was able, nearly a month later,
to write to her husband about it, she assured him that Dr.

Averett had done everything he could for their daughter.



MASONIC MEMBERSHIP

Dr. Averett was an active member of Halifax Hiram Masonic
§odge No. 96, which was chartered in 1813. He was initiated on
November 24, 1823, passed on February 23, 1824, and raised on
May 24, 1824,

On June 24, 1824, he was elected lodge secretary. Six months
later, on December 27, he was named Senior Warden (Pro-tem). He
was named Junior Warden (acting) on May 23, 1825, and Senior
Warden (elected) November 28, 1825. Dp. Averett was Worshipful
Master of the Lodge from March 26, 1827 to 1839. According to

Masonic records, he was active until 1846,

HALIFAX A CADEMY

In 1836 the Samuel Davies Institute, located at Halifax, was
incorporated by the Virginia General Assembly as Halifax Academy.
Eleven Trustees were initially named, one of them being Dr.
Averett,

It should be noted here that one of Dr. Averett's sons,
Joseph James Averett, called "Joe Jim," served as head of the
Academy after his father's death. He succeeded Meriwether Lewis

and preceeded John Henry Powell, :: - prior to the Civil War,

LEGATEE
Two other Halifax physicians remembered Dr. Averett in their
wills.
Dr. Granville Craddock, in whose home he lived early in his
career, left "to William T. Craddock and Thomas Averett all of

my medical books, surgical instruments, medicine on hand and shop



furniture, to be equally divided between them." His will was
dated December 9, 1819, probated August 25, 1829.

Dr. Jeffrey Palmer, in his will dated September 28, 1835,
proved November 23, 1835, made bequests to Dr. Averett and his
son. "I give unto my friend Dr. Thomas H. Averett, as a small
memento, my case of cupping instruments and my case of pocket
surgical instruments. Also, I give unto Edmund Berkeley Averett,

son of Dr. Thomas H. Averett, my silver watch."

LEGISLATOR

Dr. Averett represented Halifax County in both the Virginia
and U, S. legislatures. In 1846 he was an unsuccessful candidate
for the U, S. House of Representatives. He served in the Virginia
State Senate in 1848 and 1849.

He was elected as a Democrat to the 31lst and 32nd Congresses,
serving from March 4, 1849, to March 3, 1853, During his terms,
probably the two most important pieces of legislation were the
Compromiée of 1850 and the fugitive slave law. He opposed both
measures.

He was an unsuccessful candidate for reelection in 1852, and
after leaving Congress returned to Halifax to resume his medical

practice.

CENSUS OF 1850
The Census of 1850, taken December 19, listed Dr. and Mrs.
Averett and four of their children--Edmund, Joseph, Jane and

Samiel. Real estate owned was valued at $7000. An overseer,



Christopher Avery, age 21, was also listed as a member of the

Averett household.

DEATH

Dr, Averett's health failed him in his last years, despite
his being just in his mid-50s. In a letter to his son John, dated
March, 1854, he wrote in an almost illegible hand:

"41]1 here are well except my dim eyes. They improve too
slowly for comfort, though they are improving somewhat.™ |

Dr. Thomas Hamlett Averett died June 29, 1855, at his home
in Halifax, and was buried in the family square in the town

cemetery. He was just 21 days shy of his 55th birthday.

WILL
The will of Dr. Averett, dated October 11, 1854, with a

codicil dated December 16, follows:

Although it seems that our courts and juries are in the habit
of making wills for dead people, yet presuming that they will not
dare to nullify the law of descents to which I wish to conform so
far as the well being of my family, prudence and propriety will
justify, I, Thomas H. Averett, do make this my last will and
testament.

Clause first. I appoint my long time friend James Young as
the executor of this my last will and testament having instructed
him to burn that now in his possession.,

Clause second. I appoint the said Young trustee for my son

Dr. Edmund Berkeley Averett, it being my will that his share in‘
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my estate be held in trust to be used and enjoyed at the direction
of the said trustee so that the principal shall not be disposed of
during the lifetime of my said son while he shall enjoy the income
or profit therefrom at the discretion of his trustee as aforesaid.

Clause third. I hereby direct that there be deducted from
the share of my said son in my estate the sum of $1500 on account
of the sums which I have expended in the prosecution of his pro-
fessional studies. I have a dvanced to him other monies for which
however I will not hold him accountable, neither for his board
&c. as he has greatly aided me by gratuitous practice in my
family and otherwise.

Clause fourth. It is my will that the share of my said son
shall after his death be disposed of according to his last will and
testament if leave any else to descend to his heirs if he have any
legally begotten of his own body; if he leaves no such heirs then
it is my will that his share shall return to my estate and be dis-
posed of according to the provisions of this my last will and
testament,

Clause fifth. I appoint my brother in law Col. Jesse Wootton
of the county of Henry in this state trustee for my son William
Wootton Averett, with like conditions and provisions as are annexed
to the trusteeship of the said Young for my son E. B. Averett. But,
if the said Wootton shall fail or refuse to act as trustee as
afpresaid it is my wish that another trustee be appointed to act
in his stead by Circuit Superior Court of Law & Chancery for this

county or by such other court or tribunal as my supercede it in
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its jurisdiction and functions under such sureties for fidelity as
the said court may deem necessary and proper. And I do make

the same provisions as to the trusteeship of friend Young in case
he shall fail or refuse to act for my son E, B. Averett.

Clause sixth. I direct that there be deducted from the share
in my estate of my son John Taylor Averett the sum of $2500 on
account of monies which I expended in the completion of his
collegiate education and on account of the property which I have
given him since his marriage.

Clause seventh. I direct that there be deducted from the
share of my son William W. the sum of $800 on account of the monies
expended by me upon him at Emory and Henry College, at the
University of Virginia and otherwise. And as Mr., Ambrose B. Rucker,
grocer of the town of Lynchburg, holds me charged with about $55
for sundries furnished my son William after he had attained the age
of 21 years, which charge I have repudiated from prudential
consideration, it is now my will that the said Rucker be a legatee
in my estate to that amount unless the said William shall himself
pay it, with interest thereon from 1 October 1852. And I do further
direct that the amount of the said debt and interest be a further
deduction from the share of the said William W, in my estate.

Clause eighth. I have orally given my son Joseph James
Averett my negro girl Jinny, daughter of Taner, which gift I hereby
confirm, On account of which gift and on account of the monies
which I have expended on him at the University of Virginia I
direct that there be deducted from his share in my estate the sum

of $1050.
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Clause ninth., I have already given to my daughter Jane
Elizabeth and her husband Nathan Penick my negroes Sam, Sedge, his
wife Jenny, Sally, dauthter of Esther, and Charles, son of Turner,
on which account and on account of the amounts expended in the
completion of her education in Washington City and for her piano,

I direct that the sum of $2300 be deducted from her share in my
estate.

Clause tenth. I freely give to my son Samuel Wootton
Averett the monies which I have expended for his education thus
far and it is my will that his education be completed at my
expense either at the University of Virginia or the University of
Pennsylvania, but the amounts expended for that purpose be deducted
from his share of my estate.

Clause eleventh. I have contracted with Messrs. Kellog & Co.
for marble slabs for the graves of such of my children as have
died, for a marble frontispiece for an enclosure enclosing the
graves of all the Averetts whose remains be buried in the graveyard
atfhalifax Court House; and have obtained from my neighbor N. H.
Poindexter the gift (orally) of a piece of ground at the said grave-
yard 30 feet long and 24 wide. It is my will that my executor have
the same enclosed with a substantial rock wall at least two feet
above the surface ﬁith a strong iron railing fastened thereon
about one foot above the top of the wall with spikes to prevent
the incursion of intruders, and with an iron gate at the entrance
upon plans now in the possession of my said executor who will be
pleased to take the proper deed from Mr. Poindexter s ecuring the

title to the ground.
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Written with my own hand at my own residence at Halifax
C. H., Virginia, with my seal annexed this 1llth day of October

1854,
Thomas H. Averett

A codicil--as I have already given to my son John T. Averett
and my daughter Jane ahd her husband Mathan Penick more than their
equal proportions of my negroes and other pessonal property and
as they have lands it is my will that they have no shares in my
landed property.

16th December 185L4.

Thos. H. Averett

The will was presented at court on October 2, 1855, by James
Young, but was contested by William W, Averett and Edmund B.
Averett; at a continuation on October 4, Joseph J. Averett also
opposed it. Since it was hbt witnessed, several gentlemen were
sworn to verify that it was in Dr., Averett's handwriting.

The court found that the will was proper, that Dr. Averett
was of "sound and disposing mind and memory" and under no undue
influence when he wrote it, and ordered it recorded. Pond was set

at $20,000.

INVENTORY
The following inventory of the personal property of Dr.
Averett was taken December L, 1855, valued at $13,715.13.
China press, 2 divans, 2 half round tables, 10 cane bottom

chairs, rocking chair, parlor carpet and rug, pair brass andirons,
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pair shovel and tongs, 2 spittons, 2 glass bowls and pitchers,
stone pitcher, clock and case, 4 window shades;

Globe lamp, hat rack, side board, writing desk, 16 chairs,
rocking chair, large pine table, small pine table, 11 plain tumblers,
12 tumblers, 2 butter pots, cake mould, coffee mill, 2 pitchers and
piggins, 3 bottles, pail, bucket, wash pan and noggin, pine table,.
brass kettle, ice box, bureau, chest, bowl and pitcher, 2 buckets
and wagh stand and tub;

Looking glass and table, candle stand, 3 window shades,
bedstead and furniture, window shade, looking glass, pitcher and
fwash stand, shovel and poker, old trunk, walnut bureau, wash stand,
bowl and pitcher, walnut table and cover, bureau, looking glass,
towel rack;

Bed and furniture, walnut stand, bowl and pitcher, looking
glass, pair andirons, shovel and tongs, lot of table cloths, lot of
table ware, 8 silver tea spoons, 5 silver table spoons, 4 dozen
silver dessert spoons, % dozen silver tea spoons, 2 sets common
knives and forks, 1 set ivory knives, 2 walnut tables;

Bed, furniture and stead, looking glass, old table, 3 window
shades, wardrobe, bedstead and bedding, pair andirons, wardrobe,
looking glass, old pitcher, bedstead and furniture, "Congressional
Library" ($525), lot of old pamphlets, set of book shelves, medical
journal for 35 years--1 number missing, balance of medical books--
84 volumes, misc. library;

Book case, shelves and drawers in physic room, table, bed and

stead, Buffalo robe, demijohns, pots and ovens, 2 spinning wheels,
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old irons, old bedsteads and furniture, lot of agricultural tools,
lot of old buckets, 2 pots and racks, buggy and harness, horse
cart, ox cart, 15 slaves--$84,00, and piano--$250.

Total value put on inventory--$13,715.13.

DIVISION OF ESTATE

The court at its October, 1855, session named commissioners
to go on the Averett property, with the assistance, if necessary,
of a competent surveyor, and lay off 1/3 of same in value, to
be ssigned to Mrs. Averett as her dower. The remainder was to be
divided into four shares equal in value, to be assigned to Joseph
Jo. Averett, Samuel W, Averett, Dr. Edmund B., Averett and William
W. Averett.

The 15 slaves.were also to be divided, giving Mrs. Averett
so many as to equal 1/3 in value. Those remaining were to be
divided into six parts, taking into consideration the advancements
made to several of the children as stipulated in the will.,

Mrs., Averett was assigned 486 acres on Terrible Creek and 0ld
Mill Road, while the four children received the following: Joseph
J. Averett, 123 acres on the corner of Courthouse and Mountain
Roads, including Dr. Averett's mansion house; Dr. Edmund B.
Averett, 1273 acres plus 10 acres; William W. Averett, 167 acres
plus 11 acres of woodlands; and Samuel W, Averett, 100 acres plus

$600 from Joseph to make his share equal.

DIVISION CONTESTED

Following the division two of the Averett children, John T.

Averett and Elizabeth Averett Penick (with her husband Nathan Penick),
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contested the division, claiming an error in that they were not

made equal with the four other children. Their father intended

to make all his children equal, they said, but that the division
had given the others a joint advantage of about $7000.

John Averett and Jane Penick each received from the estate,
including advancements, $2369 each, they claimed, whilke their
brothers received property valued at $3619, a difference of
$1250 each.

John T. Averett married Louisa Frances Penick, a daughter of
William Penick, while Yane Averett married her breother Nathan
Penick. Mr. Yenick gave his son and daughter each a tract of
land, and it was this land Dr, Averett made reference to in his
codicil when he directed that, inasmuch as John T. and Jane were
each in possession of land, they should not receive land from his
estate. Their lawyers made this statement:

"Dr, Averett did not advance one cent towards the land owned
by John T. Averett and Nathan Penick...Surely Dr. Averett did not
intend to charge his children with property advanced to them by
their father-in-law, William Penick. Dr. Averett did not own a
great deal of land and inasmuch as two of his children owned land
he no doubt thought it best that his land should only be divided
into four lots instead of six, therefore excluded the two owning
land from any share of this land, expecting that their share would
be made up to them in other property."

They asked that the estate be redistributed so as to make John

and Jane equal to the other four children. The plaintiffs
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emphasized they did not want any of the land, but only an
equivilant amount in other property.

All parties agreed that the assets of the estate were
sufficient to pay the debts of Dr. Averett and the cost of
administration without having to resort to the sale of the slaves.

The court found in 1858 that there was no error in the order
of October, 1855, for the division of the estate of Dr. Averett
and overruled the petition.of the plaintiffs. The report of the
commissioners was also upheld.

Final disposition of the estate was made in September, 1866,
when, on the motion of Nathan Penick, it was committed to the hands

of the sheriff for administration.

MRS. AVERETT
Following her husband's death, Mrs. Martha Averett made her

home at Halifax and in Danville. She did not remarry.

1860 CENSUS
Mrs. Averett was listed in the Halifax County Census of
Inhabitants, taken in 1860, as a farmer, age 56. Her real estate
was valued at $4000, personal estate at $4750, and she owned

five slaves,

MILITARY PENSION
In 1878 Mrs. Averett, then 75 and a resident of Danville, made
application for a military pension based on Dr. Averett's service
in the War of 1812, under the provisions of the Act of March 9,

1878, The application was filed in Culpeper County, where she was
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living with the Nathan Penicks (they ran the Culpeper Female
Institute there).

W. S. Penick of Alexandria gave the following affidavit:

"I do hereby certify that, from personal acquaintance with the
family of Thomas H. Averett and Mrs. Martha C. Averett, for several
years prior to the death of Dr. Averett in 1855, they lived to-
gether as husband and wife, and that I never heard ought to the
contrary, not even a suspicion. That the said Thomas H. Averett
was by profession a physician, and practiced in my father's family
for a number of years. ZLater in life he was a member of the U. S.
Congress from Virginia..."

Nathan Penick, her son-in-law, stated that he knew Dr. and
Mrs., Aﬁerett for many years, that he and his wife, Jane E. Penick,
were at the house in Halifax County at the time of Dr. Averett's
death, and that he was at his bedside when he died and saw him die.
He attended the funeral and burial., Mrs. Averett was ill at the
time of his death but attended the services anyhow.

She was awarded a pension of $8 per month, commencing on
November 8, 1878.

The most fascinating thing about Mrs. Averett's pension
application is her description of her husband, especially since no
likeness of him is known to exist:

"He was about five feet eight inches high, brown hair, fair

complection."

MRS. AVERETT'S DEATH
The exact date of Mrs. Martha Coleman Wootton Averett's

death is not known, nor is her place of burial. If she is in the
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Averett Square in the Halifax Lown Cemetery, her grave is not
marked.

On January 30, 1896, on motion of Joseph James Averett in
Halifax County Court, her estate was committed to the sheriff,

C. C, Carrington, for administration.

THE AVERETT CHILDREN

The six Averett children who lived to adulthood all survived
their father. Two are fairly obscure and will by necessity be
treated only lightly; the other four worked together in education
most of their adult lives and so will.be treated more or less
together,

WILLIAM WOOTTEN AVERETT

The fifth child, born in 1831, he was not listed in the 1850
census, but was most likely at Emory and Henry College. He also
studied at the University of Virginia. His profession is not
known, though it is assumed he was in education. He is not known
to have married, and was living in Alexandria in 1859. His date
or place of death are not known,

DR. EDMUND BERKELEY AVERETT

Dr. Averett, the eldest child, was born in 1823, and was
listed in the 1850 census as a physician, age 27._ Where he studied
medicine is not knwwn, but his practice probably was in Halifax.
One a ssumes, because his father in his will appointed a trustee to
manage his share of the estate, that he was a spendthrift. In the
division of the estate he received 137% acres plus slaves. He was

not married.
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Dr. Averett died between September 2, 1857, when his will
was written, and April 26, 1858, when it was presented at court.

After the payment of his just debts, his estate was to be
equally divided between his brother Samuel W, Averett and his
sister Jane Penick. Asking that his books and watch not be sold
unless absolutely necessary, he willed all his medical books ™"to
my friend and kinsman, Leander Faulkner," other books to his
brother Samuel and his watch to his brother-in-law Nathan Penick.

The estate, bonded for $4000, was appraised on July 3, 1858,
by J. T. McLaughlin, William G, Morton and T. C. Carter. Valued
at $2770, it included the following:

Two lots of land, $1400; 1 Negro, Jackson, $1100; saddle,
round pine table, silver watch, walnut bureau, 2 shot guns, 104
volumes medical books--$60, 170 other volumes--$60, old medicine,
syrringes, mortar and slab (porcelain), bay horse, 15 bushels of
corn and a rocking chair.

Dr. Edmund Berkeley Averett's place of burial is not known.

JOHN TAYLOR AVERETT
JOSEPH JAMES AVERETT

JANE AVERETT PENICK
SAMUEL WOOTTON AVERETT

These four children, born fourth, sixth, seventh and ninth,
will be discussed separately, then as a group.

JOHN TAYLOR AVERETT was born December 24, 1827, and was
educated at Emory and Henry College. He married Louisa Frances
Penick of Halifax County, sister of his brother-in-law Nathan

Penick, on September 5, 1852. They first made their home at
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Whitesville, in Halifax County, but by 1859 were living in
Pittsylvania County.

John Taylor was an active Baptist, and during the 1850s was
several times a delegate to meetings of the Dan River Baptist
Association. He was the first lay moderator of the Roanoke
LPittsylvania) Baptist Association, serving 13 years in that
capacity (1874-81, 1883-87).

According to the history of the Pittsylvania Baptist
Association he helped the "good women of First Baptist Church of
Danville, living in North Danville,"™ get a Sunday School organized.
This was functioning as an extension of First Baptist in 1877, and
in 1887 was constituted as Moffett Memorial Baptist Church.

He served on the "Committee of LO" appointed to investigate
and report on the Danville Riot of November 3, 1883, and was a
member of Danville City Council from the first ward in 1885.

John Taylor Averett became a member of Danville's Roman
Eagle Masonic Lodge No. 122 on September 19, 1869, He was junior
warden in 1878, senior warden in 1879 and 1880, and master in
1881-83, In 1885 he was elected District Deputy Grand Master of
Roman Eagle Lodge. On February 8, 1897, "Worshipful Brother John
T, Averett was elected an honorary member of the Lodge."

John Taylor Averett died in 1898 at Danville.

JOSEPH JAMES AVERETT, called "Joe Jim", born in'1832, was like
his brother educated at Emory & Henry College. His wife was Rosa
Celestia, last name not known; they had one child, a daughter,

Emma W, Averett.
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He was principal at Halifax Academy in the mid-1850s, but
moved to Danville in 1859 to become a teacher at Union Female
College. In 1861 he enlisted in the 18th Virginia Regiment, Co. A,
C.S.A., and Was wounded during the war,

Like other family members he was an active member of the
Baptist Church, both in the Dan River and Roanoke (Pittsylvania)
associations. He, too, joined the Roman Eagle Masonic Lodge, on
April 2, 1859.

Late in life he returned to Halifax County and lived at
Sedge Hill, near Halifax. The fact that his wife was then living
in Vance County, North Carolina, leads to the assumption they were
separated.

Joseph James Averett was dead by 1897. His burial place is
not known,

JANE ELIZABETH AVERETT, born in 1833, was educated in music
at home and in Washington, D. C. Her husband, Nathan Penick, whom
she married May 16, 1854, was a teacher. They moved to Danville
from Halifax in 1858. Mr, Penick joined Roman Eagle Masonic Lodge
on March 19, 1859, and was a captain of artillery in the Civil
War. Sometime after the war they operated the Culpeper Female
Institute at Culpeper Court House, Virginia,

SAMUEL WOOTTON AVERETT, youngest of the Averett children, was
born March 1, 1838, Educated in home schools, he was graduated
from the U, S, Naval Academy in 1859. He was assigned to the
sloop of war "Wyoming™ in the Pacific squadron and served there

until the Civil War, Returning to Virginia, he served in the
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Confederate Navy, rising to the rank of Captain. He was imprisoned
at Johnson's Island during the war.

After the war, and after recovering his health, he went to
Culpeper Court House where he joined his brother-in-law and sister,
the Nathan Penicks, at the Culpeper Female Institute.

In August of 1872, Samuel was married to Janie Russell Miller,
a Danville native. They had four children.

That same year the Averetts moved to Danville where he became
associated with Roanoke Feémale College. In 1887 he left to becpme
president of Judson Institute (now Judson College) at Marion,
Alabama,

After he left Danville for Judson he was referred to as
"doctor," but in a sketch of his life published by Judson after
his death, no mention is made of where he received the L1.D. One
assumes it was an honorary degree.

Samuel Wootton Averett died September 20, 1896, while still
serving as president at Judson Institute. His wife lived in

McLean County, Illinois, after his death.

A CAREER IN EDUCATION
In 1854 William J. Berryman established the Baptist Female
Institute in his Patton Street home in Danville. The mame was
changed to Baptist Female Seminary in 1858, at which time Mr. and
Mrs. Nathan Penick (Jane Elizabeth Averett) of Halifax County
joined the school. It opened under the management of the Penicks
on February 1, 1859,

Mr, Penick was the son of the Rev. William S. Penick, a
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Baptist minister and an "eminent patron of education." The school,
which continued to operate from the Berryman home, had the support
of the Baptist churches of Danville and Pittsylvania County. The
Penicks taught classes in English, Latin, French and music.

The name was changed to Union Female College, with its new
charter being granted December 22, 1859. The united support of
the school by the Dan River, Roanoke and Concord Baptist Asso-
ciations gave it its new name.

The Rev. William A. Tyree, a relative of Nathan Penick through
marriage, was named first president. A native of Amherst County,
he was graduated at Columbian College, Washington, in 1851 and
came to Halifax as second pastor of Beth Car Baptist Church in
1853. He served as pastor from October 5 to August 8, 1860, when
he took over at Union Female College. He returned to Beth Car
on January 1, 1867, remaining until September 6, 1873.

Eollowing the plans of Mr, Penick, and despite the unsettling
conditions then existing, money was raised and a new college
building erected on a three acre lot on the corner of Patton and
Ridge Streets. Completed in 1860, adjacent to the Berryman home,
it was adequate for many years,

In 1859 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph James Averett left their posts
at Halifax Academy to join the Penicks at Union College. Mr.
Averett and Mr. Penick were professors, Mrs. Averett and Mrs.
Penick instructors in music,

The Civil War brought the school to the brink of financial

disaster, but it was able to survive, due mostly to the work of the



25

Rev. Tyree. During the war the name "Union" became a liability,
and the school's trustees petitioned the General Assembly to
change it to Roanoke Female College. This was done in 1864,

Rev. Tyree had resigned in 1863 to return to the ministry.

His successor as principal, Isaac Lake, noted that the new name
Roanoke "was chosen because of its geographic location (near the
Roanoke River) rather than on account of its being under the special
control of the Roanoke Baptist Association, and that its former nane
of Union was discarded partly because it was liable to be mis-
apprehended to refer to the late political union."

{The name actually given in 1864 was Trustees of Roanoke
Female College. This was shortened to "oanoke Female College in
1893 and to Roanoke College in 1904. In 1910 it became foanoke
Institute.)

After the Civil War the college was managed by co-principals,
two or three at a time. One of these administrations, which took
over in 1872, was composed of Professor A. Proot, J. J. Johnson and
Samuel Wootton Averett. Mr. Averett had just returned from his
position at Culpeper Female Institute.

In 1873 the college was leased to Samuel Wootton Averett and
his brother John Taylor Averett, co-principals who divided the
work between them. It proved to be a most successful arrangement,
lasting 14 years.

"Mr. Jack" taught history, English and Latin and handled the
school's finances. "Mr. Sam" taught mathematics, physics, chemistry

and French. Two of John Taylor's daughters, Martha E. "Miss
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Pattie" Averett and Jane Wootton "Miss Janie" Averett, also taught.
His son, William Penick Averett, was on the Board of Trustees from
1898 to 1910, and a third daughter, Sue Berkeley Averett, taught
in the public schools.

John Taylor Averett had been appointed principal of the
Danville public school in 1871 and promptly merged it with the
private school he had operated in the old Danville Female Academy
building since 1867. His well-known reputation as an educator and
his success as principal did much to establish confidence in
the public school, and enrollment increased throughout his two-
year tenure,

An 1877 report on education to the Dan River Baptist
Association spoke highly of Roanoke College and the Averetts:

",..0f the eight excellent and worthy institutions for the
education of youhg ladies ... we hope it will not seem invidious
for us to commend as specially deserving and worthy the patronage
of our Baptist parents having daughters to educate, the Roanoke
Female College at Danville. Under the superior management of the
Messrs. Averett--men of extensive learning, large experience and
fervent piety--the college has been steadily gaining ground, and
has now an enviable reputation, and is, we are assured, destined
to do a great work for the cause of female education."

The Averetts also exercised considerable influence over the
cultural live of Danville, it is said. It was during their stay
at the college, in 1885, that Frederick Delius, the English com-

poser, taught music there.



27

The Averett partnership was broken in 1887 when Samuel
Wootton Averett left Danville to become president of Judson
Institute, a girl's school in Marion, Alabama. He served there
until his death on September 20, 1896.

When his brother left, John Taylor Averett became the first
to assume the title of president of Roanoke Female College.
Although stricken with paralysis in November, 1889, he ran the
college from his wheelchair until 1892, when his health finally
forced his resignation.

Thus did the Averett family's active association with the
school, an association stretching back to 1858, come to an end.
Jane Gray Hagan, writing in her STORY OF DANVILLE, described them
as "educators of marked ability who had a prominent part in making
Danville an educational center."

The college was moved to a new site on West Main Street when
a new main building was completed in 1911. Here it has continued
to expand and is now a major four-year liberal arts college.

On December 18, 1916, president W, W, Rivers offered a
resolution proposing a change in the college's name. It read in
part:

"Whereas the name Averett is honored in the history of the
school, and revered by numbers of o0ld students throughout this
country, and whereas the school is doing junior college work and
other schools of the same class call themselves colleges, I
recommend that the name be changed to Averett College."

In April, 1917, the name was changed to Danville College for

Young Women. The Alumnae Association passed a resolution May 27
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asking that it be changed to Averett College. Only then was the
name at last changed to Averett, to honor the family who

successfully guided its fortunes for so many years.

BROTHERS AND SISTERS
That Dr. Thomas Hamlett Averett was not an only child is
certain, but how many brothers and sisters he may have had is not
known. He most likely was the oldest son, perhaps the oldest

child.

ELIZABETH AVERETT

Elizabeth Averett was born in 1809, died on March 17, 1891,
and is buried just outside the Averett square in the Halifax Town
Cemetery. She was married June 28, 1855, to Elisha Betts of Snow
Hill, her first marriage, his t hird. There were no children.

She is presumed to have lived in Halifax prior to her marriage,
at Snow Hill from then to his death on October 5, 1872, and then .
to have moved back to Halifax. As a widow she was awarded a pension
of $8 per month for her husband's service in the War of 1812,

During the Civil War years Mrs, Betts was one of the active
leaders of Beth Car Baptist Church. Her work was such that, when
the present church was erected, she was one of four people
honored with memorial windows.

For many years Mrs. Betts taught the infants class. A
faithful church member until her death, it is said she never missed
a service or prayer meeting when in Halifax. Hers was a familiar

figure as she trudged to church, carrying her brass lantern.



29

. '/ The question has been raised as to whether or not Elisha and
Elizabeth Betts may have been separated during their marriage.
The basis for this is her active work in the church at Halifax,
when her husband was similarly active at Black Walnut. Back in
those days it was a good two hours' drive from Halifax to Snow
Hill, quite a trip to make every Sunday and perhaps during the
week as well. Also, even though she received a pension for his
War of 1812 service, why wasn't she buried with him at Snow Hill,
as are his first two wives?

There is no answer to this question of possible separation,
and unless new information comes to light there won't be. The

Betts descendants are as in the dark on it as anyone else,

WILLIAM B. AVERETT
Virtually nothing is known about William B, Averett, including
his dates of birth and death. He was married to Narcissa Faulkner,
and had at least two children, Mattie W, Averett Huht and Nannie
Averett. They were named in the will of their aunt, Elizabeth

Averett Betts, iorea. N

JOSEPH C. AVERETT
Joseph C. Averett was born c. 1806 and was married three
times., His first wife was Margaret B, Carter, daughter of
Nathaniel and Ann Stevens Carter; their marriage license was
issued October 8, 1829, After her death he married Sarah A.
Taylor (license issued February 12, 1868) of Pittsylvania County.
He married thirdly Mary I. B. Young (license issued September 2,

1869) of Campbell County.
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Joseph played the violin and taught his nephew, James Frank
Carter, to play it when he was young. His third wife, Mary, was
called "Aunt Mary"™ by his Carter nieces and nephews.

Joseph Averett was an active and valued member of the Baptist
church, as evidenced by this memorial resolution passed by the
Dan River Baptist Association at the time of his death in 1886:

"Very recently a veteran servant of God, for many years a
true friend of thie association, has fallen asleep. Joseph C.
Averett, in his 80th year, died at his residence. For LO or 50
years this wise, discreet, steadfast Christian and deacon, with
undeviating devotion and fidelity to the cause of Christ, labored
as Sunday School superintendent, and as a wise, prudent counsellor
in the churches. One of the churches of this association had its
origins in a bush Sunday School conducted by Bro. Averett. He
loved his pastors and always gave them his cordial support. His
consistent example, maintained so many years, was a standing proof
of the Christian religion, and a shining example to allure men
towards the path of righteousness. 'Mark the perfect man and
behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace.'" (Passed
July 27, 1886)

—-=THA -=
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ROATOKE PIULIL COLILEE,

Danville, Virginia.

S.W.AVERETT, . ) ——

Graduate U. S. Naval Academy, p Principals. =~ .

JOHN T. AVERETT, =~ ... . ) . . i .
J. T. AVERETT, A

. . N A
ANCIENT LANGUAGES, ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE, HISTORY, MORAL
' : PHILOSOPHY.- «+ -« - - ) Lok

S. W. AVERETT, o
3MODERN LANGUAGES, MATHEMATICS, NATORAL SCIENCES.

. WILLIAM L. JOHNSON, RICRATE
: MUSIC. - : AN AN

- o

MRS, A. E. JOHNSON. =~ |
DRAWING AND PAINTING. | "~ - "~
'MISSPATTIE E.AVERETT, . .. ¢
ASSISTANT IN MUSIC AND ENGLISH. : ST | U i
" MISS LIZZIE C. MILLER, = - (.o es
PRF.PARATORY_ DEPARTMENT, . e asn s g

B

_The next Session begins September 2nd, 1874, and ends June 2nd. 1875. :. _ " .
- Pupils received at any time. during the session, and.charged
from the date at which they enter. :

Charges for the entire session : Primary English Branches,
840 ; Advanced English Branches, 850 ; Ancient and Modern
Languages, each, $20 ; Music, 850 ; Oil Painting, $50; Drawing
825 ; Use of Piano for Practiciag, 810 ; Incidental Expenses, 810;
Board without lights or washing, $150. -

Payments are required strictly in advance—one half at the
opening of the session, the balance on 1st February, unlessother
‘satisfactory arrangements shall have been made.

A discount of 50 percent. on all tuition fees is allowed to minis-
ters and teachers: of 12} per cent. to any patron who sends two
pupils from the same family. ~ :

Address either of the Principals for Catalogues.

(From the Religious Herald]

ROANOKE FEMALE COLLEGE, DANVILLE, VA.—Under thecharge of the two
Averetts, Roanoke Female College, at Danville, Va., will doubtless continue to
osper. They are gifted teachers, and have alsothe gift, we hear, of knowing
10w 10 manage the affairs of the establishment. The Roanoke Female Coll
-has rendered a8 mostimportant service to the influential region from which 1t.
has drawn its pupils. It has awakened an interest in behalf of female educs~ -
tion among thousands who would not have been 8o easily reached by other
schools. Wesincerely hope that this admirable school will enjoy 8 more gener-
ous patronage next session than during any former session. 1t is worthy of the
enthusiastic support of the friends ofeducation in Virginia and North Carolins.

————— e e
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more analyze than we can analyze the fragrance of the
“flowers, or the mmo@ of sunset. "The finer azm_::wm
:r: excite love and- _:.amn reverence ‘and sz:.pso:,
m_:;m zmmo_.;usg Iapzzo_,. be- cza :.8 éo_.@m. _HH_W .mM”v 5
ing 264 exist, all is said that can be. - The character

os_.« to v,vovmoo:.asa W:oé? to ‘cawm:”.o;.oa to mwmmw.wo..,

5&:.




Averett cutlines

3 col. cut line

THE AVERETT SQUARE in the Halifax Town Cemetery is surrounded by
a strong iron fence, now rusted but mx otherwise intact (except
for a gate off its hinges). The marble plaque bearing the words
"The Averetts" was called for in the will of Dr. Thomas H.

Averett,

"SISTER BETTS"--The grave of Mrs. Elizabeth Averett Betts, sister
of Dr. Averett, is located just outside % his family square in
the Halifax *‘own Cemetery. She was married to Elisha Betts of

"Snow Hill."

2 col. cut line

DR. AVERETT--The inscription on the tombstone of Dr. Thomas
Hamlett Averett does not mention his service in the State Senate
or the U. S. House of Representatives; his earned title, "Hr.,"
isn't even there. Besides his name and dates, there is only his

Masonic emblem. (Photo & Camera Shop Photo)

L col. xuE cut line

THE CHILDREN--of Dr. and Mrs. Averet$ who died young xms are
buried with their father in the Averett square in the Halifax
Town Cemetery. From left the# stones are of Harriet Maria
Averett, ## T. H. Averett Jr. and Jesse Wootton Averett (same
stone), and Martha Bedford Averett. Are these the stones

mentioned in Df. Averett's will? (Photo & Camera Shop Photo)



Sedge Hill

Sedge Hill, located north of Halifax on highway 501, is still
known to some older Halifax residents as the Averett place, even
though members of that family have not lived there in this century.

No one is certain when the house was built, or by whom., Dr,
‘homas H. Averett acquired the property, including the house,
in 1838. The 246} acres, on Terrible Creek, were purchased from
James Coles Bruce, executor of the estate of James Bruce, his
father,

Dr. and Mrs. Averett are said to have spent part of the time
here and part at their home in Halifax. After his death in 1855,
the court assigned Mrs. Averett L486 acres on Terrible Creek as her
dower in the estate; Sedge Hill was included. She did not live
there, however, choosing instead to make her home first in Halifax
and then in Danville.,

One of the Averett sons, Joseph dames, took up residence at
Sedge Hill about 1870, having retired from education work in
Danville. He lived here until his death, prior to 1897.

Mrs. Averett's date of death is not known, but after that
time her sons Joseph James and Samuel Wootton Averett became the
owners of the Terrible Creek land. In 1892 they agreed to a
division, in which Samuel got 107.27 acres of the Sedge Hill
tract on she west side of the Houston-Lynchburg Road and Joseph
135.81lacres on the east side, including the Sedge Hill house.

On November 6, 1897, Rosa Celestea Averett, widow of Joseph
J. Averett, and Emma W. Averett, their daughter and only child,
both of Vance Gounty, N. C., sold Sedge Hill, containing 135,81
acres, to John S. Llewellyn for $425.



o

Sedge Hill--2

Mr. Llewellyn died prior to March, 1942, when his wife,
Jeanette, died. Their children, A. C. Llewellyn, Betty Llewellyn
Tate, R. L. Llewellyn, J. S. Llewellyn, Ruth Llewellyn Adams and
Laura Llewellyn Coles, sold the property to Elbridge G. Coles
(husband of Laura).

Elbridge G. and Laura L. Coles sold Sedge Hill to Robert
Edward and Charlie H. Chambliss on November 13, 1942. It remains
the property of the Chambliss family.

The land on which Sedge Hill stands can be traced back to
September 20, 1759, when William Powell of Halifax County
patented a tract on the north side of Banister River.

On May 15, 1777, he sold to John Pankey of Cumberland County,
for 4O pounds, "all that Messuage plantation tenement tract,"
containing 150 acres on the north side of Banister River and
embfacing "all houses, outhouses, edifices, buildings, yards,
gardens, fences, orchards, trees, woods, underwoods, ways, waters
and watercourses, profits, commodities, advantages, hereditaments
and appurtenances whatsoever,"

1778--John Pankey, then of Halifax, to Harris Carter of
Dinwiddie County, 180 pounds, 150 acres on Banister River,

1804--Harris Carter, of Sussex County, to Hardaway Chandler
of Halifax County, $600, 150 acres on Banister River.

1830-~-James Adkisson and Samuel Williams, trustees for Hardaway
Chandler, to James Bruce, $300, 120 acres "lying in the fork of
Banister River and Terrible Creek." (Sold November 28, 1829 to
settle debts owed to James Bruce, surviving partner of John

Chappell and Co. and James Easley and Co., by said Chandler.)



An article in the October 5, 1959 issue of the "Danville
Register" dealt with the recollections of alumnae of Averett
College of its past history. One item is of interest here:

"Even as far back as Mrs. Joshua H. (Annie) Flippen can
remember, and at 88 she is Averett's oldest graduate and unfailing
inspiration, some of the girls dared to talk to boys.

"Mihy, I remember one time," said Mrs. Flippen in a hushed
tone after debating whether to repeat such a scandal, "we were
taken to a concert at the beautiful Majestic Theatre, and Capt.
Jack Averett saw a girl talking to a boy. Capt. Jack walked over
there and slapped himi"

"fouldn't that make a scarlet page in Louisa May Alcott?"



According to the book, OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND
CONFEDERATE NAVIES IN THE WAR OF THE REBELLION, Samuel Wootton
Averett was master of the New Orleans naval atation in 1861,
1862 and 1863,

He was also a lieutenant at Jacksom:.station in April, May,

June and September, 1862, and March, 1863.



John T. Averett home

Part of the home of John Taylor Averett is still standing on
the side of county road 603 between Lennig and Whitesville, shaded

by a huge sycamore tree.

The house and farm were given to Mr. Averett by the fev.
William Penick, his father-in-law, on August 5, 1854; he and
Louisa Frances Penick were married September 5, 1852, and were
living here as early as March, 1854.

When the Averetts moved from Vhitesville to Pittsylvania
County is not certain, but is thought to have been about 1859.

The Averetts held the property until February 27, 1884, when
they sold the house and 558 acres to Charles A. Noel of Halifax
County for $850. |

On March 22, 1884, the Noels gave a deed of trust on the property
to William R. .Barksdale, trustee, to secure a $500 debt he owed
John B, McCormick.

The Noels sold the propetty, then containing 255.57 acres, to
R, Holt Easley on February 17, 1887. Mr. Easley in turn sold it
to W. I. and John H. Johnson on June 9, 1888,

W. I. Johnson sold 89.55 acres of the tract to Richard Cabell
Hill on January 7, 1893.

Mr. Hill and his wife, Sallie Birch Hill, were living here as
early as January 14, 1888, when their daughter, Annie Laurie Hill,
was born. She married Phillip Melvin Owen in 1910, and the house
is presently owned by their daughter, Mrs. Maud O. Gwynn of Henderson,

North Carolina.
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ropert - CITY A_\'ls STATE DEPARTMENT. cluding stapages at all the depots on the i
“V"Y 1ot = = | the spave of six hours.and a half.

New | IupROMPTU CELEBRATIWN.-4AN-impromptu cel- . Bl
;";:ut;iz ebration of e f._ﬁ,j&m go{tﬂrﬁp and held by Hox. Tuos. H. AVERETT. — Weregret to learn
ro to | Our citisbdadn Dudiey Hull ou the night of that | that the Hon. Thomas H. Averett died suddenly
lusive | day. which passid off fn a most satisfactory man- | at his residence inHalifux County, on Saturday
m far_| ner. and proved-to be highly intercatig and ered- | eveuing last. ~ -
n con- | jtable. ‘The following was the order of proceed- m— ———

L

—

alifor-

'ty to ings: W ~ On Thurzday 5!-: June ‘in this place, AxNa
apfion 1st. Pra:vor by Rev. Mr. Walker, CORA..‘Il}funf aaugl;tvr of Thomas N. an.d Ad.x
1 ©J. Music by the Lynchburg Orchestru, line Priddy. aged vue yeur aud 22 days. - Suf-
31. Declaration of Independence, hy A.Mo- fer little children to come unto me, and forbid
Donald, ' them nnt.qfnr. of %FJL is the kngdom of Heaven,"
:::xtnp:f 4th. Music by the Orchestra, ”’g':;rm ‘;::::::\ Edward .
, R ’ : . ) e ludward, on Tuesday. : o
of the ___Sth Addl:ﬁss by M"- l‘l'-\ coe of New \Ol;k. Ju‘y' J“snpu. imfmit som of John R. '“"d Cor'
rofess- .| Musio by the Orchestra, nealia Wileon of Lynchburg, aged 6 mg{nhs.
being ddress by Rev. Mr. Walker, ' =N sk € e tl i on ol eeangel s
h h"-:“. . 8th Hdsic by the Orchertra, - e eret b W ths ot o G 1 Ty
‘m cll )) 9th.Y_ddress by Gen’l Nettleton. : T = -
iat the 10th/Wlusic by the Ofchestra. _ ARRIVALS a* the WASHINGTON ROUSHE.
s ope . st UP T 3 O'CLOCK YESITRDAY
sh loss The addresses of the oceasion were intevesting:

b A .. Wu. W, LEFTWICIL (oo enn o Proprietor,
er ]I'"*' eloquent and patrnohc-—brvuthmg a spirit of trur 1 j.. Miler. Promkdae W.E I” Smith, Wythe-
ny fuss R

¢ devotion to the-country, and deep desire for its | ville: R C Janes, W Ferguson, & 2 daughters,
of any - i wi. ‘Fhey werealt | Mizs Bewick PitvRann: Jus W _Taughon Din.
y in his continued prosperity aud reno ey , »

. - nd entire- | widdic; 8 B Camert, I Ficlder. Grayson:  Jas B
eCIS- mad? at scnrcaly: a momeints w'urn.mg 3 ith- Swith, Central Depot:) B MeClelland, Nelson;
errors | lv without previous preparation; ut, notwi WA Helonon, Phitudctphin; E J Early & P

but. ut standing, were of such a character as to reflect Campbell; E A Langhorne, city; J  Alexander,
ne sin | )igh credit upon the orators, as well as prove | Miss Lille Wembish, Miss J E Grsham, G W

im, not |t -interesting and entertaiving to the au- | Thornhill & lady, Cumpbell; R F Harris, Buck-

' - " . . p 2 o rr : 3 . .
oi):z::’?’-" dience. ingham;J M Miller, W T Nell. city; G A Burton,

X ) y : Thos Wilkinson, Bedford! S A Reed.J E Cal-
hime in The Musical Asseciation, who kindly volun- . . care
| eaped theie services, added greatly to tho iner- | 120 0 St S Sunater, Mo Do
oald re- | ,gfof the occasion by their excellent and goul | yon, city: O Austin, -Warren; N-Cr—M-A-Viri- -
:‘:‘s::;)('; stirring music.  The patriotism of the audience :ﬁnt. St Lo]j;is;‘l{ l]‘) Slsam-s. P'ett'r;!mr . JS
B0 raised  roveral degrees by the inspiring | Thurman, Daulel langhorne, (i *C Booth,
| ves af o Tl Columbishreathed forth in ex- | FIRLEL & v Grog oitys 4 A Janes B A Dk
. Y ¢ H ng
|—ubout | quisite strains f rnm.thgs Orchestra. " Bryant, Montgomery; R ‘C Mitchell & lady, Bed-
sh, and Many of the ** fair daughters and brave men™ | furd; A W Womnek. Pitisylvania; N M Rend,

e Com- | ey cneliburg were present, to all of whom the en- | Henry; R A Mays, Donvitle: P Saunders, Frank-
uﬂl':t:nr:lntlu tertainment seemed a source of real enjoyment, lin; Dr J M Shelton, RobtJ Morgan, Nelson;

Thos W Woodin®L C Woodin, 8 E Woadin, I
plicd by Although gotten up entirely on the spur of the Gilbert: 3 Gilbert, M Dews, H Hollund,uT 5

diveetly, | inoment—the creation of a very sudden ebullition | j 00 "B Jones, L Payne, C Gilbert, W Dows,
ses s and | (o patriotizin on the puart of a few gentlemen— | J O Terrell, R F Harris, W E Harris, Pittsylva.

; in ”‘;'l"" e celebration was doubtlexs as appropriate and nis.
‘\"O.L‘llﬂl(:‘r as nuch enjoyed ay though it had been  preceded T ol

Pie Nic. :

‘The Scholars of the Sunday School of St. Paul's
) Church are requested to mect ot the Charch at
ting the | cunstance.” . G4 oeluck Suturday morning, instead of Fri-
weed with — ay moraiig. ’
rawn h‘“\'. . SuNpAY S 10,148..__:-:_111('..,.ﬁ.ll'l!lﬂl_m!ﬂl e S = e —
verspatd beihg prevented by the rain from making their ex- i RELIGIO‘?S, - NOTICES. L

ter, and .. etekran tha fanrth.some of them had their cel The faneral of Captain James Lampkin will bo-

e abad hee Nichan Rarle at Rathlehem. Am.
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by grand prv]mratinns.iunugurut(-d with show anmd
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mt offpace that any viievecoukl -Commi, greaity
ro heinous than defaleatiun or 10bbery,)—~but thyt
¥ had a slight Couservative taing?  Thelr plage,
1 8aid, are (o be Alled Ly veal LocaFocas. . .

D TS SIS SRR

At ‘a meeting held m tlontingdon county,
wusylvania, in which county resides Duvid R.
1e¢, Thé Logo Fueo canddTe Tor Uovernor of

1 State, this sesoluticn was-adeptéds+—Rewotv|

v

that we unu;iinppon David R. Porier for go-
w1, because 10e know him ! A very good reason,
iy be; batceitaluly not a very flattering one.

7= The May No. of the Southern Literary Mes-
ger W regeived—und, judging from the varied and
mingly rich table of conteuts, we think we are
hotiged iu saying that it presents styong evidence
ncrensing exccllence, aad-of additionst —cleimsto]
lic patronage. We nre giad, by the way, to see
angst its list of paying subscribers, the names of
nany of oar distinguished men. It is a testimony
he merits of the work, which cannet be witheuit
influence upon the pnblic mind. It also affords
ploasure to hear that tho subscri t of the
ssengor is rapidly increasing. ’

]

7™ The New York I

xpreas states that titian,
nerously signed, is in eirculation, we Me.
Idle to establish n Bank in that city, under the pro-

ians of the gencral banking law, recently enacted.
¢ Globe's proof of Biddles insulvency seems to
duce but little efleet.  People will bolievo in his
veney, ns woll usin bis sagneity and integrity.

7> The DUELLING REPORT has been
d on the tuble. by a vote 0l 103 10 78~—the ndmins
ration members voting for it, and the friends of
sasrs. (iraves and Wise against it. Do the wma-
ity of the Commutice intend to rest under the 1m-
tation of having garblud, peivertod and suppicesed
3testimony 1

—

87" Thoe Charter eloction in \he city of Troy
- Y. has resulted in the clection of Whig Coun-
men in every Ward.  Reaction! reaction! Only
it ull Y mcat year,”

I On the 10th inst. ngeeably to the imperative
pwirements of Taw, ilie Tanks of Now York,
roughoutthe State, resumed specie payments.

5 ¢ el et an.

(07 The Sir Lionel Smith, steamer, is advertised
sail from New York for London—muhing the
ird steam vessel which lus left that part for Ko-
and in 12 days.

A large business.—The (ollowing ndvertisement,
picd froni the New Orleans Boe. shows thut Sena-
r Walker, of Missiusipi, ducs business voa large
ole ; whother honorubly or net, we h.ve only the
wence of hus debtor, whose testimony may not be
tirely nnprejudiced @

“TAKE NOTICE.—A peraons are hereby for-
wned not to trade for, buy, or receive v uny man-
t whatever, three negotiable notes given by me to
- 3. Walker, of Missisgippr—euch for the suin of
veuteen thousand five huundred dollars, und bear-
g date onor about the the 24th of Auguet, 183G,
d payable atthe Union Bauh Lousiana ; one on
a lstof Muaich, 1839 ; oue on the letof Mareh,

seve

: ,"l’;ﬂtﬂ%&
eparted this lité, on (He ki1h i’g‘h
bh%r«?tht:‘,‘})v. A ;:h‘ll. lz_t( !!@Qﬁf;a ¢
protracted iness of nidtirly uyone, Ny,
ETT, K #%ngnmﬂe woiiths, ﬂt
-mml sard beed a t{ﬁuﬁm of
e was first seisgid with the facal mi
carrled uy edrly grve”

. o Halifon Cous ; -
advantage of medjeal advice Fom P o, SR
there remnined o the duy of his Qma; L
afilicterd with the Scrofula ; and theufl, from (e
hold which the disense had tuké&a v
litlg hispe had been long entertalaed of iy
thongh for months his ftlénds were is e cl‘ﬁrg
that each day would be his last, yet his Gewtli hn
infiicted a pang among his reintives, and his exten-

uve circle of filends unintanced, which (e
will not easily. eradi ;AT gvm.u‘ﬁn,gm_ 48
_rﬂ_{_cmmzlﬂm' o most , s 6
n Debating Soclety in this place, whers, ab  debytér,
Ty wbove the ardlonty stamp, T

m T

mon cenversation, or _1n debate, therd was about hié
wanaer that unfeigued enrneatnces, whick, ¢ven U
ou the most ordinary topics; exoites Yhetoter u{ of
an wadicoce, and Alls them with eoufidence l&‘
sincerity of the speabet; Lut which, upon eubjests
which appenl 1o the Jolty and fder ags of the
homan i‘:cm. and call out the powers 0 Ntvo,l"g
inzination, Is all-lmportant 1o give power a
magic to its creations.  Kunthusinem lo wlmkevﬂ
ciinse he andertwok scemed to ke his distiuguishing
churacteriatic, and whatever dociring or opinion he
embraced he euntered into it whh ol the spintund
ardour of his soul. As nspeaher, his gesture and,
action had  the mustudied air of naturs, and qwed
thelr grace, (if grace hd aspired 10,) mwinly td
the sincerity whigh seeined stamped upon every
word which%‘e uttered.  No vue could tuten to Mr.
Averett while nuga&ed in an wnlwated discussion,
without, to a certuin extent, being moved by the
power of hisnpperis; and however averne they imny
luve beon to side with him in ppinion, all were satin<
ticd that he was couvinced ofthe trinh of the prinei-
ples whiali o muintnined. To .the pewers:of mind
with which ua.ute had-eadowed him, ha united » go-
uerous heart, nn »mwble disposition, and 8 blande

of mauner which won the esteem uud nitachiment
of'ull who cuitivated Lis ncqurintance. But he pes-
seased other qualitivs, in which genius is teo oRReD
lamentubly deficient—quulities wishout the R””.
sion of which the lights of greut minde ure hke the
deceitful and unstendy glare of the igiisfutuus, tond«
ing only ta bewilder theghoholder with a fulve lustre,
and by their vacillating curver, to couduct themselves”
wnd--thove Who—coma withn (heir 1nfusnce 1nto"
fuullal yrinths, where buth become hapeloggly entan-
gied. {lo possessed o charueter (o1 steadifines, mo-
rulity und virtue, which none could ¢nll inquestion,
"I'hene, while they rendered him 8 worthy nud esti-
tablo mewber ofthae community, und « fit example
fur his associates, threw uround his-talents 4 pure

arestness, would have nuule him un orummnent to the
Whost prominent station in secisty. He hus been cut-
off, though, wm the prime of lifs. A young wife has
Leen deprived of an affuctionate and devoted hus-
band, a cumarous circle of {riends and acquaivtan.
ces of one 10 whon they were: nrdently attached,
aud society of one whow nhture seewmed to hsve
murked out fur distiuction.  The (risnd, whe pays
10 his memory this lust tribute of Lis sffection und
rogurd, is eonscious thut whatever remurks sre minde
in complimont 1o the doad, nre by mauy received as:
the reprosentations of partial vesocintes, oo fond of
eulogiging those whoin they have lost; but he leels
fully wesured that nmonget tlivse to whoan the de-
ceused wus known, there yre nons who will not cer-
dially testify to those abilities aml virtues which he
line suainpted willingly, theugh fusbly, to pourtepy.

1O, and ona on thy first of March, 1841. Also
.- - Y . L

he exhibited tafents [/ b f
a stron {:dgmom ha united a frigtful jmugimnhn {, 1be o:‘a%.“‘ "‘ el i
and \vfn_l expressing hiy oplnions, either in com- | ™™ ay 17 e i ded

wud besutifut tustve, anil, unite.lo TR cupacities |
which nature had given im ter the nitulminent of | ™

£

s Liaw and Chanés¥)
anthe Bih duy of Mgy M
pending, of - :

Johs M. w ‘

strd exevntrl

Thomas Stepthe sith W
with the will anneswb-of
Robert C. Supuw.lignﬂ

Thowas Steptoe in hig
William B. Burwell i
_morly Fraoces C, Blepit Fi
Catharine Steptos, e
Among other Thiujw wdjudirs,”
that a colnmissionerolithe entd C
couut uf the cutsinndivig wnd
Lfrown the estnie of the-swhi. S =
Aesignaiing thre grade amil chyrmet
debte, und 10 ennhle ﬂﬁ gy s
commissioner W dirdeted, prewis :
same, to publish,. for twé ¥ Gt ]
some newspaper printed o th ! 5_ i
» notice, requiring the eréditors oFw wedes
exhibit ‘before hin, ‘ut the time ‘dnd phit specih
i aakd notige, the evidence of Aholt velpilitrive.
mands ;" e - mn
Now, therefore, noticeis haraby gives
holding outstaniing & ol
e of the saldt Junres O! Bﬂi\m i
dersigned, comutissioner of il t
FTharsdny e 10th dey-oF July; 1638, ke |
10 o'clock in the me st e oMesyiithh wown
Liberty, Bedfordoounty/procesddunks thenedor
directed by anid devree tasnt-wlioh Siiveniit xh
wll the creditors of vald Jumes-C. Stopsasiides'd. »
vequired to exhibit before him the evidewos of thn
respective demands. -~ INO. A, WHXR -C.
Liberty, May ¥? ™~ L

SPLENDID

Py e

e
LOTTERIES,
TO BE DRA2WW THIN' WEE]

Tarnot's Lovreny axp Excnisag

&

Lynchburg, Muy (10,1658,
1 Grand Capitalefr $30,0001
40 Prizes of 900
VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY
CLASS No, 3. FOR-3888:+
For the Benefitaf the Menongatin Héadtmy, «
To be drawn at Alézandria, on Suturdug, te 10th
May 1838, Drawing receined ab_thip Difice on
Tuesday, the 22 insl. at 12 o’clock, B, &

ammee. 0t Wednesday the 2 inst. MarTagw I,

SPLENDTD SOHE
P'iize of 30,0007 40 Ponesc 24
L oot )0.000] B0, ilm‘f* Y
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more, that the rope s inuu-
yain said to him, befors the
“of Pierrca’s Cabinet reach-
you one man that will be in
U be Mr; Campbell of Peun-
er of the Catbelio ohurch!”
of a bargain with Bishop
st such humiliation that the
” e

ie Fayottoville Ubserver ro-

v most remarkable revela-
yurce which ca ® ques-
ot think that Mr.” Rayner’
aot is at all aver-strained.—
Roman Catholios have been
actions and gther political
ywirs past, led to suspicions
tempered with in the Presi-
| these suspicions appear-to
by the fact stated by Mr.
yman Catholics move togeth-
s will of one man, the head of
country, the same Archbish-
unsorypulous character has
exposed in the late contro--
sks. There is no other de-
Juited States which moves in
eotions. There is no other
mainly of foreigners. And
as why such a strong feeling
n has arisen throughout the
1ey are the reasons also w
has taken them by the hand;

Averett of Halifax

(AN

1, VU o . Tl .82 e, C T
e S LT Holland. 28, Prince Edward,
Charlotte, &o., Wm Farmer. 30. Greenville,

m Williamson.

ocoarred in the following Dis-
glled on the 20th September
to the

Brunswick. &o.. W
Vacancies bave.o
triots, which will be
next. Applioations should be addresse

« Chajrman of the Faoyity.”
District 9. Frederick. Jeffarson and Clarke. 17,
Orange and Rappa-

Muadison, Greene, Calpeper,
hamnook. 20.Caroline, Essex and Spottsyvania.

DEeATH OF DR. AVERETT.—We Dbriefly” an-
nownced, in a recent issue, -the death ofDr.
The Southside Democtat
givas the following particulars of tho melancholy
event : ’

« Dr. A. had gone to his study with a lighted
cigar and luid down on a lounge, when probably
falling to sleep, his cigar set fire to u thickly wad-
ded dressing gown, which-Dr. A. had on. . He

was aoon-enveloped in flamea, and either from

suffocationor the inhgling of flamer-expired.”

e

M. Ottipger & Co., telegraph buildere, bave been

over the route from Richmond to Staunton with
the vierr of ascertaining the practicability of
erecting: a House Printing telegraph line between
the two places. The work has been .decid®d as
practicalile, nnd should stocks enough be taken in

Administration is oconstantly
‘antsto confer offices en mem-
ination; and why we hear eve-
Yidate for office, or politioal
‘ebding” the Roman Catholies.
tism of those good and groat
such as Gaston and Taney,
| well of their country.

. — ‘,,-‘.s*.. e e
NTS DUE IST DAY OF
rom and atter this duteall acrounts
~ome due 1wice 8 year, viz: the lst
the 1 day of Jaly.
ade previous to lwtof Julv, and
| please come fornard and fay
endwnt on collections and cnsh sales
waful prosecution of our business.
wpetied o pay for our purchases
that we ve excuied for requiring
(GBORGB M. RUCKER & CO.

e beg leavg.to remind our custom-
o, we announced to them that our
ue »omi anneully. i. e, on the Ist of
luly of each year. In accordance
ot they swill Le waited on in a few

PK‘HQ’\E & CHRISTIAN.
W CONCERM

| having taken the house formerly
. & N 8.8teptor, ‘wo doors above

an's oll stand. and next dbvor to |

Main street, Lyrchburg Va.. bega
antion of his friends, and the p.biic
w stack of Groceries, Liquors, &e

ve low for cash or in exvhunge fig

All persons -

Staunton and CharlottosnIlg?——'-v"lee'ie‘i’ﬁefé willbe
offices ; it will becommenoced.

5
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ViRGINIAN ARTIST.—The Fredericksburg
News says that Walter a(,‘v}ukk‘bf Virginia, who
isnow in Florence, stands high among the urtists
there. It is informed by a naval officer, that du-
ring the visit of Commodore Mayor of theU. 8. fri-
gate Constitution, to the Grand Duke's palace in
Florence, he was standing befora a picture which
‘he had employed Mr. Gould to ocopy,for 8100,and
mentioned the fact. An Italian , Artist standing
by, said to him ** you could get it copied for $25,
but Mr. Gould wi!l give you a picture well worth

a hunng}doﬂars."
IxpROV - mENT. —The Petérsburg Council hav

appropriated $2,500 to improviug the fair ground
there. : :

P

HarvEsTING.—The Norfolk Herald says, not
a drop of rain has fallen in  that region sinte the
25th ult., and the farmers have a glorious time

for harvesting. .

Mr. Jesse W. Jo has been ehozen Directo
of the Farmers’ BMrlottosﬁllo. 4n the

place of Mr. Wiokliffe Hutchinson, resigned.

s
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TELEGRAPH LINE TO STAUNTON.—Messrs C.™

=
Lan 1et 10 the Uniiea geeees me e oo e
Farrel
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| wa n

entabliched. Address H. G.
panied with good polerence nsto charactes
ty. &c. Jur

I~ this mammon-worshipping age.
find a man pince his usetulness tu the puh
interest. Dluring a lute visit to the *Cinr
we were presonted by a professional frien
brated Chemist, DR J G AYER, whose

perhapa. more tamirier than wny, other, g
of sickness. in this country Knowing
dented pupnlmily of Lis medicines, and
sule of them, we had expecied to find hire
and rolling in wealth.  DButno, we foand
horatory, busy with his laborers, vmong

wlembica, nnd retorts=giving his bext pe
the compounds, on the virtuen ot whickh t
for health. We learnod; that notwithsta
businese, an | ita jrompt retucns in cush
not richs  I'he reasan moigned je, that 1
¢ »tiy, and he purglats in making hig prep
pensively, thut the hett profit iv small.—
mer, Phil.

. THE prevalenoce of incorrect noti
aubject ot medicine, v great cause of ¢
¢l privctice atoutd be-grverned by princ
deduced from the contributions of long:
clnse obeervations, How im wriant. thet
cine shoul 1 be taken by invalids, unless i
the irnnds of men of mlent, judgment, ¥
probity.  Heoflaid's (Gorman Batters, pre
M. Jackso . Philndelphin, ia a prepary
from one «f the mos: celebrated practitin
trnes, and one of the greatest medital w
ever praduced, This article is riuv._ in nh
denemthet the aiticle is prepared cuely
Iy, it is prodacing the «Fawt the criginal
ed. It is used by many of the {ending
Philadelphia in cases ot debility of the «
ant biliary apparatus, and the Jisenses
from. \We theretore recommend thls t
tering invalida,  Sbe adveriisement.

«\WAR with all its horrors,” is
Jexs HR enamy to out 1ace ux thoss fell ¢
in, Syphili-, Rheun.utism,4he impruder
ry, and other affections arsing floma
pure ‘state of the B uod. CarTir's 8¢
is the ouly remedy which wi.l drive the
eases’from the system. Many have |
health, wha but for its timely aidowou
dispmir. Do notaelays bat try it time.

EBASTOPOL NO VT TAK
kS ply th troops in “thes Crimea 1
countiy net WOOLEN SO JKS8 for wh
ket price will be givan. In order to

-have determined to sell the who'e of m:
Diy Good., at  reduced p!'in’@l—Nw-d[
description,_Bibhous, Sitks, Mitte, Kid
dered-Mudlin, S8wiss and Jacenet Co
Lawns, French Coisets. a beantiful art

-

pair, worth $3 0. Pipaye.give me a
1 yourselvesnt . *~ JQHN ABR
july 10-ts T Unsh D

. BALI‘ AT i1he BUFFALL
- 1) = The eubseviber 1akes plewsure
tus (rdemids. and the puiblic generaly, t
for this seasdn will commencn on We
inst., and oontinue four days. He wi
ready at Bethel, on that dey, to meet
at i)‘o'cloek A. M. Fare from Bethe
$1~Ball ‘_Whedneulay n'&hl $2,und.§
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DR. THOMAS HAMLETT AVERETT;
PHYSICIAN, MASON, LEGISLATOR
by
Kenneth H. Cook

Note to reader:

(Each page of newsprint has been cut into four parts.
The article, for the most pPart, cannot be read page
by page but must be read by column. Such as, column
one is continued in column one of the next page. The
original column is completed in two pages.)

The News and Record
South Boston, Virginia

October 6, 1977
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Dr.Thomas Ha

Physician, Ma

Few Halifax County families
have distinguished themselves
as have the Averetts. Dr.
Thomas Hamlett Averett was a
prominent local physician, state
and federal legislator. His
children carved their individual

. niches, particularly in the field
‘of education. Sadly, they are
virtually unknown in their
native county.

Research for this article was
accomplished off and on for
nearly two years. The finished
product, especially as it relates
to Dr. Averett himself, seems so
little for so much work, but to
delay it further at this point
seemed unwise.

Thomas Hamlett Averett was
born July 20, 1800, near Halifax,
a son of William and Elizabeth
Hamlett Averett. Following a
:ustom of that time, he was
1amed for his mother’s father,
Thomas Hamlett.

Little is known of his early
ife. He had at least one sister,
ilizabeth, and two brothers,
Villiam and Joseph (to be
iscussed briefly at the end of
his article). The family was of
he Baptist faith and always
uite active in the church.
‘oung Thomas is said to have
ttended the ‘“‘common
thools.”

arises is did Thomas Hamlett
Averett actually graduate from
medical school? One must
assume that he did, since he
was thereafter referred to as
“doctor.” Also, he practiced in
the most prominent families,
including the Bruces of Berry
Hill, and since there were other
physicians in the county, one
assumes they would not have
used the services of a non-
graduate.

MARRIAGE

On January 3, 1822, Dr.
Averett was married, in Prince
Edward County, to Martha
Coleman Wootton (also spelled
Wooten). The names of her
parents are not known. She was
18 years old.

The ceremony was performed
by the Rev. Joel Johns, “a
minister of the gospel,” after
Dr. Averett and Thomas A.
Filbert posted bond of $150.
Miss Wootton's guardian,
Elisha Jeffress, had given his
consent to the marriage on
February 5, 1821 in a note to the
clerk of Prince Edward County
which read:

‘‘Miss Martha C. Wootton has
consented to marry Dr. Thomas
H. Averett, and I, as her
guardian, do give my consent to
the same. You may therefore
issue a license accordinolv ”

By Kennet!
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1lett Averett

’

H.Cook
SONIC MEMBERSHIP

Averett was an active
ber of Halifax Hiram
nic Lodge No. 96, which
‘hartered in 1813. He was
ted on November 24, 1823,
d February 23, 1824, and
i on May 24, 1824.

June 24, 1824, he was
d lodge secretary. Six
hs later, on December 27,
as named Senior Warden
tem). He was named
r Warden (acting) on May
825, and Senior Warden
ted) November 28, 1825.
Averett was Worshipful
er of the Lodge from
h 26, 1827 to 1839. Ac-
ng to Masonic records, he
active until 1846. )

HALIFAX ACADEMY

1836 the Samuel Davies
tute, located at Halifax,

incorporated by the
nia General Assembly as
fax Academy. Eleven
ees were initially named,
»f them being Dr. Averett.
should be noted here that
of Dr. Averett’s sons,
ph James Averett, called
: Jim,” served as head of
Academy after his father’s
h. He succeeded

iwether Lewis and
aadad Tahn Honrv Pawell

are improving somewhat.”

Dr. Thomas Hamlett Averett
died June 29, 1855, at his home
in Halifax, and was buried in
the family square in the town
cemetery. He was just 21 days
shy of his 55th birthday.

WILL

The will of Dr. Averett, dated
October 11, 1854, with a codicil
dated December 16, follows:

Although it seems that our
courts and juries are in the
habit of making wills for dead
people, yet presuming that they
will not dare to nullify the law of
descents to which I wish to
conform so far as the well being
of my family, prudence and
propriety will justify, I, Thomas
H. Averett, do make this my
last will and testament.

‘Clause first. I appoint my long
time friend James Young as the
executor of this my last will and
testament having instructed
him to burn that now in his
possessian.

Clause second. I appoint the
said Young trustee for my son
Dr. Edmund Berkeley Averett,
it being my will that his share in
my estate be held in trust to be
used and enjoyed at the
direction of the said trustee so
that the principal shall not be
diennced of during the lifetime

on, legislator

Clause fourth. It is my will
that the share of my said son
shall after his death be disposed
of according to his last will and
testament if leave any else to
descend to his heirs if he have
any legally begotten of his own
body; if he leaves no such heirs
then it is my will that his share
shall return to my estate and be
disposed of according to the
provisions of this my last will
and testament.

Clause fifth. I appoint my
brother in law Col. Jesse
Wootton of the county of Henry
in this state trustee for my son
William Wootton Averett, with
like conditions and provisions
as are annexed to the
trusteeship of the said ‘Young
for my son E. B. Averett. But, if
the said Wootton shall fail or
refuse to act as trustee as
aforesaid it is my wish that
another trustee be appointed to
act in his stead by Circuit
Superior Court of Law &
Chancery for this county or by
such other court or tribunal as
may supercede it in its
jurisdiction and functions under
such sureties for fidelity as the
said court may deem necessary
and proper. And I do make the
same provisions as to the
trusteeship of friend Young in
case he shall fail or refuse to act
for my son E. B. Averett.

Clause sixth. I direct that

of the town of Lynchburg, holds
me charged with about $55 fc
sundries furnished my s:
William after he had attain
the age of 21 years, whic
charge I have repudiated from
prudential consideration, it is
now my will that the said
Rucker be a legatee in my
estate to that amount unless the
said William shall himself pay
it, with interest theron from 1
October 1852. And I do further
direct that the amount of the
said debt and interest be a
further deduction from the
share of the said William W. in
my estate.

Clause eighth. I have orally
given my son Joseph James
Averett my negro girl Jinny,
daughter of Taner, which gift I
hereby confirm. On account of
which gift and on account of the
monies which I have expended

on him at the University of -

Virginia I direct that there be
deducted from his share in my
estate the sum of $1050.
Clause ninth. I have already
given to my daughter Jane
Elizabeth and her husband
Nathan Penick my negroes
Sam, Sedge, his wife Jenny,
Sally, daughter of Esther, and
Charles, son of -Turner, on
which account and on account of
the amounts expended in the
completion of her education in
Washington City and for her
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birthday, on Septempoer 11, 1814,
Thomas enlisted in the War of
1812 as a substitute for his
father, William Averett,
disabled by illness. He entered
service at Camp Mimms, near
Richmond, served not quite
three months and was
honorably discharged. His
service was that of a drummer
boy. - '

According to application
papers he filed years later for a
land warrant, he stated that he
was the drummer who served in
the company commanded by
Capt. Isaac Medley, afterward
by Lt. Allen P’Pool, in the 4th
Virginia Militia Regiment, 2nd
Brigade, “in the War with Great
Britain, declared by the United
States on June 18, 1812.”’ He was
discharged December 1, 1814, at
Elliott’s Mills, Maryland.

The muster roll for Capt.
Medley’s company states that
Thomas H. Averett was taken
on September 30, 1814, and was
present until October 7, and was
one of 66. men, including of-
ficers, who marched from the
69th Regiment at Halifax. His
service, two months 14 days in
duration, netted him $9 per
month, for total pay of $22.93.

For his service in the War of
1812 he received a land warrant
of 160 acres. He appeared
before George C. Holt, a Justice
of the Peace for Halifax County,
on March 19, 1855, to make

application, which was ap-

proved on May 15, 1855.
HIGHER EDUCATION

Following the War of 1812,
Thomas completed his
secondary education and surely
attended college, but it is not
known where. Tradition has
held that he attended Jefferson
Medical College in
Philadelphia; this is so stated in
his entry in the
BIOGRAPHICAL DIRECTORY
OF THE AMERICAN
CONGRESS. However, a search
of the records of Jefferson did
not turn up his name.

According to the records of
the University of Pennsylvania
School of Medicine at
Philadelphia, Thomas did
complete the first year of
medical school there, 1820-21,
but did not graduate. It is not
known if he transferred
elsewhere.

The Philadelphia College of
Medicine  conferred an
honorary M.D. degree on him in
1850. From the records of that
time there is no indication of
where or when he received his

wamlaw AN Ao
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and Mrs. Averett, all in Halifax
County, as follows:

Edmund Berkeley Averett,
M.D., born 1823, to be discussed
later. :

Thomas Hamlett Averett Jr.,
born August 29, 1824, died July
27, 1826, buried in the Averett
Square in Halifax Town
Cemetery.

Jessie Wootten Averett, born
July 2, 1826, died September 21,
1826, buried in the Averett
Square, Halifax.

John Taylor Averett, born
December 24, 1827, to be
discussed later.

William Wootton Averett,
born 1831, to be discussed later.

Joseph James Averett, born
1832, to be discussed later.

Jane Elizabeth Averett, born
1833, to be discussed later.

Martha Bedford Averett, born
April 21, 1836, died July 31, 1836,
buried in the Averett Square,
Halifax.

Samuel Wootton Averett,

born March 1, 1838, to be .

discussed later.
Harriett Maria Averett, born

Ten children were born to Dr.

DR. AVERETT-The inscription on the tombstone of Dr.
Thomas Hamlett Averett does not mention his service in the’
Virginia State Senate or the U. S. House of Representatives;
his earned title, ‘‘Doctor,” isn’t even there. Besides his name
and dates there is only his Masonic emblem. (Photo and
Cdmera Shop Photo)

OTHER LANDS

Dr. Averett owned con-
siderable property in Halifax
County. His earliest purchase,
in 1822, was lot 32 in the town of
Meadsville. Other property
included several lats in the town
of Halifax, a tract of land on the
Racetrack road, more than 200
acres on Terrible Creek and 302
acres on the Terry’s Bridge
Road. In all, he purchased over
1600 acres.

MASONIC HALL LOT
Dr.

~and Mrs. Averett,

B. Carrington, Parham Moon
and Henry C. Moon, trustees.
The land was ‘“‘for the use and
benefit of the Baptist Church of
Christ, called Dan River, and of
the congregation assembling
with said church to worship at
Dan River Meeting House in
Halifax County (and for no
other use or benefit what-
soever).”’ The cost was $1.

MEDICAL PRACTICE

Dr. Averett’s medical
practice was primarily at
Halifax Courthouse and in the
surrounding county, but he is
said to have had patients in

April 26, 1841, died September
17, 1846, buried in the Averett
Square, Halifax.

HOME IN HALIFAX

Dr. and Mrs. Averett and
their family made their home in
Halifax on what is present-day
Maple Avenue. Their home, a
large, white frame structure,

stood on the site now occupied
by the Murphy home, next to the
home of Mrs. Will Lacy. Ac-
cording to Mrs. R. C. Edmunds
and others, the Averett home
was demolished when the
Murphy home was built. .

Dr. Averett purchased the
house, “at present occupied by
the said Averett,” on October
27, 1835, from William H. Clark
of Banister Lodge for $800. The
house and lot were allotted to

Thomas G. Coleman and James
Young were the owners of the
lot on which the Halifax
Masonic Lodge was built prior

to 1828. On April 28 of that year -

they sold, for $3, that “certain
lot or piece of ground near the
Courthouse ... on which a hall
has been erected for the use and
accomodation of the Society of
Free Masons, designated as the
Halifax Hiram Lodge No. 96.”
No one knows exactly when the
handsome Georgian-style
Lodge was built.

DAN RIVER CHURCH

On July 22, 1843, Dr. Averett,
his brother Joseph C. Averett
and their wives sold seven-
eights (%) of an acre, lying
“between the roads leading
from Halifax Courthouse to
Terry’s Bridge and Torian’s

Charlotte County ana in Person
County, N. C., as well. Possibly
so, since physicians in those
days traveled long distances.
In April, 1839, the Court of
Halifax County appointed him
county physician, ‘‘to attend
such prisoners in jail as may
require medical attention.”

Dr. Averett was also
physician to the Bruce family at
Berry Hill. He was with Ann
Bruce, daughter of James Coles
and Eliza W. Bruce, almost
daily during her last illness. She
died January 1, 1845.

Mr. Bruce was spending the
winter of 1844-45 in New Orleans
and Cuba for his health, leaving
Mrs. Bruce alone with their
children at Berry Hill. When she
was able, nearly a month later,
to write to her husband about it,
she assured Lim that Dr.
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Two other Halifax physicians

ymembered Dr. Averett in
eir wills.

Dr. Granville Craddock, in
hose home he lived early in his
rreer, left ‘“‘to William T.
raddock and Thomas Averett
1 of my medical books,
rgical instruments, medicine
1 hand and shop furniture, to
> equally divided between
iem.” His will was dated
ecember 9, 1819, probated
ugust 25, 1829.

Dr. Jeffrey Palmer, in his will
ated September 28, 1835,
roved November 23, 1835,
lade bequests to Dr. Averett
ad his son. “I give unto my
iend Dr. Thomas H. Averett,
s a small memento, my case of
upping instruments and my
ase of pocket surgical in-
truments. Also, I give unto
:dmund Berkeley Averett, son
f Dr. Thomas H. Averett, my
ilver watch.”

LEGISLATOR

Dr. Averett represented
‘alifax County in both the
irginia and U. S. legislatures.
11846 he was an unsuccessful
andidate for the U. S. House of
.epresentatives. He served in
1e Virginia State Senate in 1848
nd 1849.

He was elected as a Democrat
) the 31st and 32nd Congresses,
erving from March 4, 1849, to
farch 3, 1853. During his terms,
robably the two most im-
ortant pieces of legislation
rere the Compromise of 1850
nd the fugitive slave law. He
pposed both measures.

He was an unsuccessful
andidate for reelection in 1852,
nd after leaving Congress
eturned to Halifax to resume
is medical practice.

CENSUS OF 1850

The Census of 1850, taken
december 19, listed Dr. and
Ars. Averett and four of their
‘hildren--Edmund, Joseph,
lane and Samuel. Real estate
wned was valued at $7000.
werseer, Christopher Avery,
ige 21, was also listed as a
nember of the Averett
cusehold.

DEATH

Dr. Averett’s health failed

iim in his last years, despite his
)eing just in his mid-50s. In a
etter to his son John, dated
Vlarch, 1854, he wrote in an
most illegible hand:

“All here are well except my

ARG AR SR s iy oS TR S 2y

"Clause third. I hereby direct
that there be deducted from the
share of my said son in my
estate the sum of $1500 on ac-
count of the sums which I have
expended in the prosecution of
his professional studies. I have
advanced to him other monies
for which however I will not
hold him accountable, neither
for his board &c. as he has
greatly aided me by gratuitous
practice in my family and
otherwise.

THE AVERETT SQUARE-in the Halifax

A3 b A SPervndy:

which I expended in the com-
pletion of  his collegiate
education and on account of the
property which I have given
him since his marriage.
Clause seventh. I direct that
there be deducted from the
share of my son William W. the
sum of $800 on account of the
monies expended by me upon
him at Emory and Henry
College, at the University of
Virginia and otherwise. And as
Mr. Ambrose B. Rucker, grocer

Samea bl AL RN AP 0 S

my son Samuel Woowon Averett
the monies which I have ex-
pended for his education thus
far and it is my will that his
education be completed at my
expense either at the University
of Virginia or the University of
Pennsylvania, but the amounts
expended for that purpose be
deducted from his share of my
estate.

Clause eleventh. I have

(Continued on page 2D)

condltlon The marble plaque bearing the

_en_ 3 e__ 2 An .
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THE CHILDREN--of Dr. and Mrs. Averett who died
young are buried with their father in the Averett Square
in the Halifax Town Cemetery. From left they are
Harriet Maria Averett, T. H. Averett Jr. and Jesse

Wootton Averett (same stone), and Martha Bedford
Averett. Are these the stones mentioned in the will of Dr.
Averett? (Photo and Camera Shop Photo)

(Continued from page 1D)
contracted with Messrs. Kellog
& Co. for marble slabs for the
graves of such of my children as
have died, for a marble fron-
tispiece for an enclosure en-
closing the graves of all the
Averetts whose remains be
buried in the graveyard at
Halifax Court House; and have
obtained from my neighbor N.
H. Poindexter the gift (orally)
of a piece of ground at the said
graveyard 30 feet long and 24
wide. It is my will that my
executor have the same en-
closed with a substantial rock
wall at least two feet above the
surface with a strong iron

wall with spikes to prevent the
incursion of intruders, and with
an iron gate at the entrance
upon plans now in the
possession of my said executor
who will be pleased to take the
proper deed from Mr. Poin-
dexter securing title to the
ground.

Written with my own hand at
my own residence at Halifax C.
H., Virginia, with my seal
annexed this 11th day of Oc-
tober 1854.

Thomas H. Averett

A codicil--as I have already

1 ~m

husband Nathan Penick more

than their equal proportions of

my negroes and other personal

property and as they have lands

it is my will that they have no

shares in my landed property.
16th December 1854.

Thos. H. Averett

The will was presented at
court on October 2, 1855, by
James Young, but was con-
tested by William W. Averett
and Edmund B. Averett; at a
continuation on October 4,
Joseph J. Averett also opposed
it. Since it was not witnessed,

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ 1 e llannid cetAma AtsrAma

Averett's handwriting.

The court found that the will
was proper, that Dr. Averett
was of ‘‘sound and disposing
mind and memory’’ and under
no undue influence when he
wrote it, and ordered it
recorded. Bond was set at
$20,000.

INVENTORY

The following inventory of the
personal property of Dr.
Averett was taken December 4,
1855, valued at $13,715.13.

China press, 2 divans, 2 half
round tables, 10 cane bottom

Ahnlan  wanbinae ~hainr  narlar
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andirons, pair shovel and tongs,
2 spittons. 2 glass bowls and
pitchers, stone pitcher, clock
and case, 4 window. shades;

Globe lamp, hat rack, side
board, writing desk, 16 chairs.
rocking chair, large pine table,
small pine table, 11 plain
tumblers. 12 tumblers, 2 butter
pots, cake mould, coffee mill, 2
pitchers and piggins, 3 bottles,
pail. bucket, wash pan and
noggin. pine table, brass kettle,
ice box, bureau, chest, bow] and
pitcher. 2 buckets and wash
stand and tub;

Looking glass and table,
candle stand, 3 window shades,
bedstead and furniture, window
shade. looking glass, pitcher
and wash stand, shovel and
poker, old trunk, walnut
bureau, wash stand, bowl and
pitcher, walnut table and cover,
bureau, looking glass, towel
rack;

Bed and furniture, walnut
stand, bowl and pitcher, looking
glass, pair andirons, shovel and
tongs, lot of table cloths, lot of
table ware, 8 silver tea spoons, 5
silver table spoons, !, dozen
silver dessert spoons, ' dozen

silver tea spoons, 2 sets com- .

mon knives and forks, 1 set
ivory knives, 2 walnut tables;

Bed, furniture and stead,
looking glass, old table, 3
windown shades, .wardrobe,
bedstead and bedding, pair
andirons, wardrobe, looking
glass, old pitcher, bedstead and
furniture, **Congressional
Library” ($525), lot of old
pamphlets, set of book shelves,

medical journal for 35 years-1

number missing, balance of
medical books--84 volumes,
misc. library; -

Book case, shelves and
drawers in physic room, table,
bed and stead, Buffalo robe,
demijohns, pots and ovens, 2
spinning wheels, old irons, old
bedsteads and furniture, lot of
agricultural tools, -lot of old
buckets, 2 pots and racks,
buggy and harness, ‘horse cart,
ox cart, 15 slaves--$8400, and
piano--$250.

Total value put on inventory-
$13.715 12

Edmund B. Averett, 12714 acres
plus 10 acres; William W.
Averett, 167 acres plus 11 acres
of woodlands; and Samual W.
Averett. 100 acres plus $600
from Joseph to make his share
equal.

DIVISION CONTESTED

Following the division two of
the Averett children, John T.
Averett and Elizabeth Averett
Penick (with her husband
Nathan Penick), contested the
division, claiming an error in
that they were not made equal
with the four other children.
Their father intended to make
all his children equal, they said,
but that the division had given
the others a joint advantage of
about $7000.

John Averett and Jane Penick
each received from the estate,
including advancements, $2369
each, they claimed, while their
brothers received property
valued at $3619, a difference of
$1250 each. - :

John T. Averett married
Louisa Frances Penick, a
daughter of William Penick,
while Jane Averett married her
brother Nathan Penick. Mr.
Penick gave .his son and
daughter each a tract of land,
and it was this land Dr. Averett
made reference to in his codicil
when he directed that,
inasmuch as John T. and Jane
were each in possession of land,
they should not receive land

“from his estate. Their lawyers

made this statement:

“Dr. Averett did not advance
one cent towards the land
owned by John T. Averett and
Nathan  Penick...Surely Dr.
Averett did not intend to charge
his children with property
advanced to them by their
father-in-law, William Penick.
Dr. Averett did not own a great
deal of land and inasmuch as
two of his children owned land
he no doubt thought it best that
his land should not be divided
into four lots instead of six,
therefore excluded the two
owning land from any share of

They asked that the estate be
redistributed so as to make
John and Jane equal to the other
four children. The plaintiffs
emphasized they did not want
any of the land, but only an
equivilant amount in other
property.

All parties agreed that the
assets of the estate were suf-
ficient to pay the debts of Dr.
Averett and the cost of ad-
ministration without having to
resort to the sale of the slaves.

Fhe court found in 1858 that
there was no error in the order
of October, 1855, for the division
of the estate of Dr. Averett and
overruled the petition of the
plaintiffs. The report of the
commissioners was also upheld.

Final disposition of the estate
was made in September, 1866,
when, on the motion of Nathan
Penick, it was committed to the
hands of the sheriff for ad-
ministration.

MRS. AVERETT

Following her husband’s
death, Mrs. Martha Averett
made her home at Halifax and
in Danville. She did not
remarry.

1860 CENSUS

-Mrs. Averett was listed in the
Halifax County Census of
Inhabitants, taken in 1860, as a
farmer, age 56. Her real estate
was valued at $4000, personal
estate at $4750, and she owned
five slaves.

MILITARY PENSION

In 1878 Mrs. Averett, then 75
and a resident of Danville,
made application for a military
pension based on Dr. Averett's
service in the War of 1812, under
the provisions of the Act of
March 9, 1878. The application
was filed in Culpeper County,
where she was living with the
Nathan Penicks (they ran the
Culpeper Female Institute
there).

W. S. Penick of Alexandria
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et eight inches high...’

with the family of Thomas H.
Averett and Mrs. Martha C.
Averett, for several years prior
to the death of Dr. Averett in
1855, they lived together as
husband and wife, and that I
never heard ought to the con-
trary, not even a suspicion.
That the said Thomas H.
Averett was by profession ‘a
physician, and practiced in my
father’s family for a number of
years. Later in life he was'a
member of the U. S. Congress
from Virginia...” 3

Nathan Penick, her son-in-
law, stated that he knew Dr. and.
Mrs. Averett for many years,
that he and his wife, Jane E.
Penick, were at the house in
Halifax County at the.time of
Dr. Averett’s death, and that he
was at his bedside when he died
and saw him die. He attended
the funeral and burial. Mrs.
Averett was ill at the time of his
death but attended the services
anyhow.

She was awarded a pension of
$8 per month, commencing on
November 8, 1878.

The most fascinating thing
about Mrs. Averett'’s pension
application is her description of
her husband, especially since no
ikeness of him is known to exist :

““He was about five feet eight
inches high, brown hair, fair
complection.”

MRS. AVERETT'S DEATH

The exact date of Mrs.
Martha Coleman Wootton
Averett's death is not known,
nor is her place of burial. If she
is in the Averett-Square in the
Halifax Town Cemetery, her
grave is not marked.

On January 30, 18%, on
motion of Joseph James Averett
in Halifax County Court, her
estate was committed to the
sheriff, C. C. Carrington, for
administration.

THE AVERETT CHILDREN

The six Averett children who
lived to adulthood all survived
their father. Two are fairly
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four worked together in
, education most of their adult
. lives and so will be treated more
.-or less together.

WILLIAM WOOTTEN
AVERETT

!» The fifth child, born in 1831,
.-he was not listed in the 1850
. ‘cnesus, but was most likely at
.- Emory and Henry College. He
.+ also studied at the University of
.+ Virginia. His profession is not
i+ known, though it is assumed he
»was in education. He is not
- known. to- have married, and
» was living in Alexandria in 1859.
. His date or place of death are
not known.
. DREDMUND BERKELEY
AVERETT

.. Dr. Averett, the eldest child,
-.,was born in 1823, and was listed
. in the 1850 census as a
-physician, age 27. Where he
_.:studied medicine is not known,
. but his practice probably was in
Halifax. One assumes, because
his father in his will appointed a
trustee to manage his share of
the estate, that he was a
. spenthrift. In the division of the
,-.estate he received 137", acres
. plus slaves. He was not
. married.
. Dr. . Averett died between
. September 2, 1857, when his will
was written, and April 26, 1858,
.- when it was presented at court.
. After the payment of his just
. debts, his estate was to be
.. equally divided between his
. brother Samuel W. Averett and
his sister Jane Penick. Asking
that his books and watch not be
sold  unless  absolutely
necessary, he willed all his
medical books ‘‘to my friend
+..and kinsman, Leander
+ Faulkner,” other books to his
+. brother Samuel and his watch to
- his brother-in-law Nathan
Penick.
The estate, bonded for $4000,

JOSEPH JAMES AVERETT,
called ‘“Joe Jim,” born in 1832,
was like his brother educted at
Emory & Henry College. His
wife was Rosa Celestia, last
name not known; they had one

child, a daughter, Emma W.

Averett.

He was principal at.Halifax
Academy in the mid-1850s, but
moved to Danville in 1859 to
become a teacher at Union
Female College. In 1861 he
enlisted in the 18th Virginia
Regiment, Co. A, C.S.A., and
was wounded during the war.

Like other family members
he was an active member of the
Baptist Church, both in the Dan

River and Roanoke (Pitt-
sylvania) associations. He, too,
joined the Roman Eagle
Masonic Lodge, on April 2, 1859.
..Late in life he returned to
Halifax County and lived at
Sedge Hill, near Halifax. The
fact that his wife was then living
in Vance County, North
Carolina, leads to the assump-
tion they were separated.

Joesph James Averett was
dead by 1897. His burial place is
not known.

JANE ELIZABETH
AVERETT, born in 1833, was
educated in music at home and
in Washington, D. C. Her
husband, Nathan Penick, whom

she married May 16, 1854, was a
teacher. They moved to Dan-
ville from Halifax in 1858. Mr.
Penick joined Roman Eagle
Masonic Lodge on March 19,
1859, and was a captain of ar-
tillery in the Civil War.
Sometime after the war they
operated the Culpeper Female
Institute at Culpeper Court
House, Virginia.

SAMUEL WOOTTON
AVERETT, youngest of the
surviving Averett children, was
born March 1, 1838. Educated in
home schools, he was graduated
from the U. S. Naval Academy
in 1859. He was assigned to the

(Continued on page 4D)

S. W. AVERETT,
Graduate U. S. Naval Academy,
JOHXN T. AVERETT,

w@M@KE PEALE COLLEGE,

Danville, Virdinia.

P

J. T. AVERETT,

A\'CIE\T LANGUAGYES, ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE, HISTORY, MORAL

PHILOSOPHY.

S. W. AVERETT,

MODERN LANGUAGES, M. ATHEMATICS, NATURAL SCI1ENCES.

WILLIAM L. JOHNSOX,
MUSIC.

MRS, A. E. JOHNSON.
DRAWING AND PAINTING.

Principals.

MISSPATTIE E. AVERETT,
ASSISTANT IN MUSIC AND ENGLISH.

MISS LIZZIE C. MILLER,
PREVARATORY DEPARTMENT.

. The next Session begins September 2nd, 1874, and ends June 2nd. 1875,
Punils received at any time during the session, and charged




