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TBTATE NEAR END OF LIST IN
'4.. MATTER OF LIBRARIES. -
:-“'_'s,ﬁggregata Number of ¥Blumes Not
' 8o Great as in One of Boston's LI
brarles—Interesting Mistorical Facts
:t‘l"ln Connection With the Subject.
‘(DY MRS. W, ML STROTHER.

.. An attewpt has been made in these
~fmperfect aketthes to give a bhird's
'{'-'yo view of Murarles amd of Hbrary
'fdeas, As they havo. exlsied from ithe
h-eglnniugil of recorded bistory. From
the anclent sanctuary ol bhooky of
elay,” over whoso ~door was - the in-
'goriptiou, “IHeuling for the Soul,” we

have journeyed westward, naturally, 3

©3 over “‘westward the coursy ol em-
-plre takey its way.” ,
.. We have now como (o our own
ghorea and 40 our own Qtate, after
heving studied three of tho greatest
Mbraries In the Unlted  States, tho
National, of Washinglon, tho Boslon,
end the New York city libraries.
Virginia and Arkansas are “’, the
end of the lipe in the march of Iibra-
jmterests In the States. Massachu-
ecits leads. The city of Boston has
mhore books In onc of her numerouy
Mbraries than thero are in the whole
Btato of Virglnia. statictics  show
. thera are five hundrud th_mmunc} lmu!cs
in tho itbryries of Virginla. \lr.ul_um.
has eigh{ keneral, three neliool, twai-
college,
mﬁf\onn Stnte. one asylum, four Y.
BpL C. A., one Masonic, one scleutitic,
thres historical and one garrison libra-
gies, Tho tolal expenditures of all the
Ubraries for all purposes in 1903 was
Iy $25,330,
m’!‘{h:tx‘or conditioh of lihraries !p the
Gomth, and particulurly 1n Virginia
end Arkansas, Is but too evident, and
44 remaine only to note ihat thero are
only B48 librarics In the South Alh’mtlc
xitvislon, ay agalnst 3,006 in tho North
Atlantic dlivision. ’

five lnw, two theo- |

Lavers fowndad, and this library {s the
s oootipned - pxlatence of two lhiundred
L ond, thirtoen years.,

“MThesns data are humiljaling, bt
facts must Dbo stated before mnany
thogls can bhe made. Thé librarles of
fho Stato can be profitably studlad tn
dhrae’ classey or divisions, The State
fAbrary does not enter into these
seen, and one article will be devat-
@l to that, as the patural center of
fihrary interesis in the State. Privale
ihrarles will be in the first class, In-
siftutional or thoge connected  with
aillegos, unlversities and o «ocleles,
will be the second, and the pablle N-
brarles will constitute tho third class.

< If the present stalus of public educa-
tlom and. public Hbraries in Virginia
in discouraging, we havo the usual
siimulug to our pride and complacen-
ay that we Virglulaug can always turn
toe .2nd be reinstated in our gelfre-
amasi~—that 48 our past history. L.t

i faih ‘enmfort In the fact that the|

#vst Hbrary In the new world was es-
Anblahed in.Virginlta by the London
Commany in 1621, saventeen years be-
fare thE Ndrvard lhrary, and thongh
‘dhe Virginia Hbrary was destroved the
“faext year, the facl'ls none the less 1m-9
woeiant ond {nteresting. The Harvarnd
allege Ubrary e .tho oldest in this
~epuntry, having had a cont!nuous ex-
Lintence gince 1638, Im 1636 tho firet
‘rae school . was establlshed in Vir
ia by Benjfomin Inwns. In #4693 Wil
Hbrary

%

! Yat and Mary Collego ond

cpavond oldest fn the States, having n

Baoon gays: “The first foundation or
efmptriion. Is- of more. nobla dignity
ghan all that followeth.”

Virglnla goll was the “cradle of the
Fopubile,” Hereg was 1lhe first free
gobool, tho first Ibrary, the first trial
By jury, the first leglslative aspembly,
#he frst Engllsh church, the first Eng-
1ol wmrarringe, the first birth of an
“Bmgilvh chlid in the_new world. What
s the matter with Virginin foday.”
Why and how has rhe lost the position
ol are~tminence, which is her histori-
wal and traditional right?

. Ig the “mother of Stafes und states.
ment’” wenk with the birth-throes of her
herolc cbildren? Has ghe pelican-like
given of her l.e-blood that her young
mey lve and thrive In their voung
vouth? Has she added vast emplres to
the Unlon and sent forth her best and
ablest men to the rearing of her pro-
gomy? If we 1ook 4nto tho “\Who's who
fn America” we will find that outside
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