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The Vestern Hotel i s  a trm-story brick building erected i n  two sect ions  
The or ig ina l  sect ion has i t s  f i f ty - foo t  facade s i tua ted  on the f ron t  edge of 
its l o t  on Madison S t r ee t ,  while the l a t e r  e l l  is s e t  back about three f e e t  
from i t s  property l i n e  on F i f t h  Street .  The Madison S t ree t  f ron t  i s  l a i d  
i n  five-course American bond, and has simple brick f l a t  arches over t he  
windows. An in te res t ing  a rch i tec tura l  d e t a i l  is the very refined round-arch 
center doorway with symmetrically molded trim, turned comer blocks, reeded 
s o f f i t ,  and ear ly  stone steps.  Early sash survives in a l l  the windows -- 
the six-over-nine sash on the  second f loor  appears t o  be o r ig ina l .  The f i r s  
f loor  windows t o  the  l e f t  of the  entrance are  s e t  s l i g h t l y  lower than those 
on the r igh t ,  although t h i s  does not appear t o  have been the r e s l l t  of a 
l a t e r  a l te ra t ion .  One of t he  or ig ina l  window openings on the  ea s t  end has 
been bricked up while another has been lowered. 

The building i s  covered by a shallow hipped roof sheathed with standing 
seam sheet metal. Surrounding the eaves i s  a simple but ref ined molded 
cornice. A somewhat unusual feature  i s  the  two chimney s tacks projecting 
above the facade cornice,  framing the middle three bays. 

The two-story br ick  e l l  appears to  have been b u i l t  a t  l e a s t  two decades 
a f t e r  the o r ig ina l  sect ion,  and d i f f e r s  a rch i tec tura l ly  i n  only s l i g h t  de- 
t a i l s .  Of chief i n t e r e s t  i s  t he  handsome three-part  dooxway with i ts  carved 
consoles. The doorway is sheltered by a simple Doric porch. 

Much of the bui lding 's  o r ig ina l  i n t e r i o r  t r im i s  i n t ac t ,  although the 
rooms on e i the r  s ide  of the  cen t r a l  h a l l  i n  the  or ig ina l  sec t ion  have had 
t h e i r  mantels replaced with mid-nineteenth-century ones of black marble. 
Most of the  or ig ina l  baseboard, f looring and paneled doors survive. The 
s t a i r  newel i s  l a t e r  but the r e s t  of the  s t a i r  i s  ear ly ,  i f  not  o r ig ina l .  

The second f loo r  rooms a r e  largely unaltered,  and two of them preserve 
t h e i r  handsome Federal mantels. Both mantels have reeded p i l a s t e r s  and 
molded cornice shelves. 

Although the building i s  vacant and has had no maintenance i n  several  
years,  it generally is i n  sound s t ruc tu ra l  condition. An exception i s  t he  
south wall of the  e l l  which has a serious crack. Also, some unimportant 
l a t e r  rear  porches a r e  badly decayed. Plans a r e  underway t o  have the bui ldin  
renovated f o r  adaptive use. 

C.L. 
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Lynchburg's Western Hotel stands as t he  l a s t  of the c i t y ' s  many 
ante-bellum taverns and ordinar ies ,  and i s  an important example of ear ly  
commercial archi tecture .  The refined Federal-style s t ruc ture  has long 
been a famil iar  landmark on what was f o r  many years t he  western entrance 
t o  the  c i t y .  It was t h i s  geographic location tha t  gave the e s t a b l i s h e n t  
i t s  name. 

The building's  date  of construction is uncertain, but it i s  known 
to  have been operated as  a tavern as ear ly  as 1815 by Joseph Nichols. An 
advertisement fo r  a blacksmith shop appearing tha t  year i n  t he  Lynchburg 
Press s t a t e s  t ha t  the shop was located "on Lynchburg H i l l  on West S t ree t  - 
opposite Joseph Nichols1 tavern." That Joseph Nichols l ived there  i s  
confirmed by an 1818 reference s t a t i ng  tha t  he was issued a l i cense  to  
operate an ordinary "at h i s  house on Cocke S t r ee t , "  (West S t r ee t  and Cocke 
S t r ee t  both were ear ly  names for  F i f t h  S t r ee t . )  By 1826 the establishment 
was owned and operated by John F. Johnson. The f i r s t  reference t o  the 
building under i t s  present name appears i n  1833 when a l icense issued t o  
JohnEtz l e r  ' I i  . to  keep a tavern a t  Western Hotel" was t ransfer red  
back 'to John F. Johnson. 

, , 
I n  recent decades t he  building was used f o r  aparhnents, although 

it i s  now vacant. Consideration current ly  i s  being given t o  i t s  r e s t o r s t i  
and adaptive use. 

C.L. 
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