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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {if known) PHYSICAL APEREARANCE

The Western Hotel is a two-story brick building erected in two sections,
The original section has its fifty-foot facade situated on the front edge of
its lot on Madison Street, while the later ell is set back about three feet
from its property line on Fifth Street. The Madison Street front is laid
in five-course American bond, and has simple brick flat arches over the
windows. An interesting architectural detail is the very refined round-arch
center doorway with symmetrically molded trim, turned corner blocks, reeded
soffit, and early stome steps. Early sash survives in all the windows --
the six-over-nine sash on the second floor appears to be original., The first
floor windows to the left of the entrance are set slightly lower than those
on the right, although this does not appear to have been the result of a
later alteration. One of the original window openings on the east end has
been bricked up while another has been lowered.

The building is covered by a shallow hipped roof sheathed with standing-
seam sheet metal. Surrounding the eaves is a simple but refined molded
cornice. A somewhat unusual feature is the two chimney stacks projecting
above the facade cornice, framing the middle three bays.

The two~-story brick ell appears to have been built at least two decades
after the original section, and differs architecturally in only slight de-
tails. Of chief interest is the handsome three-part doorway with its carved
consoles. The doorway is sheltered by a simple Doric porch.

Much of the building's original interior trim is intact, although the
rooms on either side of the central hall in the original section have had
their mantels replaced with mid-nineteenth-century ones of black marble.
Most of the original baseboard, flooring and paneled doors survive. The
gstair newel is later but the rest of the stair is early, if not original.

The second floor rooms are largely unaltered, and twe of them preserve
their handsome Federal mantels. Both mantels have reeded pilasters gnd
molded cornice shelves, o

Although the building is vacant and has had no maintenance in several
years, it generally is in sound structural condition. An exception is the
south wall of the ell which has a serious crack. Also, some unimportant
later rear porches are badly decayed. Plans are underway to have the building
renovated for adaptive use.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Lynchburg's Western Hotel stands as the last of the city's many
ante-bellum taverns and oxdinaries, and is an important example of early
commercial architecture. The refined Federal-style structure has long
been a familiar landmark on what was for many years the western entrance
to the city. It was this geographic location that gave the establisiment

its name.

The building's date of construction is uncertain, but it is known
to have been operated as a tavern as early as 1815 by Joseph Nichols. An
advertisement for a blacksmith shop appearing that year in the Lynchburg
Press states that the shop was located "on Lynchburg Hill on West Street
opposite Joseph Nichols' tavern.” That Joseph Nichols lived there is
confirmed by an 1818 reference stating that he was issued a license to
operate an ordinary "at his house on Cocke Street.” (West Street and Cocke
Street both were early names for Fifth Street.) By 1826 the establishment
was owned and operated by John F, Johnson. The first reference to the
building under its present name appears in 1833 when a license issued to
John Etzler ", . ., to keep a tavern at Western Hotel" was transferred

back to John F. Jéhmson.

In recent decades the building was used for apartments, although
it is now vacant. Consideration currently is being given to its restoratign
and adaptive use.
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