Exterior Description 

East Elevation

The east elevation of this timber-frame dwelling includes a centrally located door on the first floor and a second floor door directly above it. To the right of the doors is an exterior chimney which was balanced by a second identical chimney to the left side of the door. To the right of the existing chimney is beaded lapped weatherboard siding; the door is flanked by flush, face-nailed siding. On the top tympanum there is also flush weatherboard. Beyond the ghost-mark for the chimney on the left is lapped weatherboards. As a refinement, the wall surface between the chimneys, with wide, flush boards, was treated in a better manner as opposed to the regular beaded weatherboards on the outer walls beyond the chimneys. This treatment is similar on the west elevation.

Foundation

The brick foundation is laid in Common Bond courses with two rows of stretchers topped by a row of headers and another row of stretchers. Above the exposed brick foundation is a continuous sill except for in two areas to the right and left of the door where the end of E-W beams are exposed.

Windows/Doors

There are no windows on this elevation. The first floor door is a modern 20C door with nine lights. The bottom of the first floor door is a raised panel “X” pattern.  Three modern rectangular sidelights flank the door. Directly above is a modern light one-paned rectangular transom. Above this is an original transom window with four lights.  This topmost transom is identical to one on the west elevation. Between the first- and the second-floor doors is a wall plate with ten mortises related to the original portico, now missing. The first floor door frame is composed of studs and a large lintel above. The stud on the right side furthest from the door includes five mortises of unknown function that are not mirrored on the opposite side. This was most likely a reused member intended for another location.

The second story door, which opens inward, features six lights in the upper half and two rectangular panels in the bottom half.

Walls

The second story wall between the chimneys is missing its weatherboards, exposing the timber framing. Five rows of replacement weatherboards occur just above this exposed framing in the area where the end gable’s lower cornice ran across forming the bottom of the typanum. Exposed lath is visible between studs and braces. A hand-hewn brace stands juxtaposed with a vertical beam that appears to be sawn. It could not be determined whether the beam was pit-sawn or machine-sawn. There are two down-braces in the center section of the second story wall. On both the first and second stories of this elevation’s left side, the siding has been removed to expose the timbers and plaster from the interior, revealing a channeled corner post.

Chimney

The chimney on this gable wall consists of American bond. Some of the bricks show remnants of penciling, but with no wash, and the lower right side of the chimney has been re-pointed with Portland cement. There are fragments of three lightning rod holders in the center and at the top of the chimney.  The chimney’s top three courses are corbelled.

Ghost marks where the paint is more intact suggest that there was once a second chimney on the left side of this façade. Bricks found on the ground below the paint ghosts do not appear to have been part of the foundation; instead, they further suggest the former presence of a second chimney on this elevation.

A piece of metal embedded in the brickwork suggests that the porch roof included metal sheeting.  A second fragment of metal is affixed to the chimney as possible flashing between the chimney and the porch roof.

Porch

Although no porch is present today on the east elevation, observations and analyses of the façade indicate that a porch once existed.  Ten mortises punched into the beams above the first-story door indicate that joists for a porch roof once protruded from the existing timber framing.  Trenches and indentations in the ground in front of the front door suggest once again that there may have been posts and supports for a porch. 

Five mortises in the vertical post to the right of the first-story door raise questions as to their use.  They could have held joists for a wall that would have bisected the porch or—more likely—the beam was simply reused from the construction of the rest of the house.
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West Elevation

Foundation

The foundation is composed of a Common Bond brick with four exposed courses in a running bond

Walls


The exterior wall of the west elevation is comprised of a number of elements that both raise and answer questions regarding the house’s past. There are multiple applications of face nailed (w/ cut nails) wood siding on the exterior, with the three being:



Flushed Weatherboard @ 11.5” (exposed dimension)



Lapped Weatherboard @ 5” (exposed dimension)



Beaded Weatherboard @ 5.5” (exposed dimension)


Like the east elevation, there was a hierarchy of refined finish on the wall with the better, wide, flush boards occurring on the center wall between the chimneys and with regular beaded weatherboards occurring to the outer sides of the chimneys.  The more modern lapped but unbeaded weatherboards are replacements for the lower part of the cornice that spanned between the chimneys forming the bottom of the gable’s typanum. 
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There is good evidence of white paint on the entire façade, most prominently situated under the eave on the southern side due to minimal sunlight on the surface.


An initial glance at the façade would bring a number of key elements into play, most notably the off-center doorways, pediment ghost marks, and large ghost marks of the former chimneys. 
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Doors


There are two doors on the façade (see elevation image), both of which are off-center according to the hip rafter that demarcates the axis along the façade with a vertical weatherboard. Evidence suggests that the doors were initially centered, but as the building evolved, the axis was shifted to the present placement. The second-story door is a pegged door surrounded by a fluted architrave and corner blocks. It has a 3/3 lighting configuration over 2 wooden panels. There is a rimlock located on the door, along with cast iron butt hinges and a knob without an escutcheon plate. This west elevation and doorway was most likely the principal entrance. It looks to have been identical to the east elevation and doorway. The clue as to its being the principal entrance is the fact that the main stairway faces the west, typical in Greek Revival structures, and the principal public room on the first floor is on the west side closest to this doorway. The first floor door is possibly the original door and transom, with the transom containing 4 lights and the doorway comprised of two two-panel doors. 
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West elevation original (front) doorway and original door to portico roof above.

Porch


There is evidence of a porch, a theory most strongly supported by the two pilaster ghost marks located just inside the chimney ghosts. There is a pair of joist pockets located above the pilaster ghosts on each side (two of which have been covered with flashing), along with mortises directly beneath each on ground level and under the doorsill. Fortunately, the pilaster ghosts are almost identical in size, with the north pilaster measuring in at 10.5” in width, and the south pilaster measured in at 11” in width. There is a possibility that there was a second-story deck to service the door, or the decking worked in conjunction with the roofing of the ground-level porch.
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Right hand (southern) west portico pilaster ghost shown on left next to fill from chimney location.


While preliminary site investigations did not produce any evidence of a deck’s connection to the ground, an interesting question is raised in relation to the debate of the façade’s elevation. There are four weatherboards that are newer that those surrounding them, in line with the existing architrave that ends at the outer chimney lines. Two main questions arise as a result of this; either the pediment extended from this point and acted as the roofing for the decking, or the cornice extended between the chimneys thus completing the visual continuity. Because there is no evidence of any type of pediment ghost or roof structure, but rather a horizontal impact on the façade, it would seem more possible that the cornice extended between the chimneys. This theory is supported by mortises with sawn-off tenons hidden behind these newer weatherboards that is identical to those of the existing cornice outriggers still in place elsewhere.

Chimneys

There is a ghost of two chimneys that flank the front door, with the north ghost measuring 11’ wide and the south ghost at 13’-3” wide. There is a change in the weatherboarding on the north ghost, while the lower section of the south ghost is open to room 102 and the present 2x4 framing. There are crudely made ‘plugs’ that are installed directly above the ghosts on the cornice, installed to connect the cornice in full and disassociate the building from the chimneys that used to stand. See photo above.
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Rotten area of modern stove flue that replaced the north chimney on the west elevation.

Roof

The gabled roof is covered with a standing seam metal roof at the present time, held up by the timber frame structural system present in the building.

South Elevation

Foundation

The foundation includes portions of visible brick work in the east and west corners placed in five courses: header, stretcher, stretcher, header, and stretcher. This brickwork was repointed with a later, harder mortar. Portions of the foundation appear to be brick covered by scored, parged cement.

Walls

Bearing no evidence of porch, chimney, or door, the single most remarkable feature of two-story south-facing elevation of the Baldwin House is its grand fenestration. This elevation has been almost completely stripped of its weatherboards, exposing its timber frame post-and-beam construction. A massive two-story center post divides the south framing into two two-story bays, each centered by a large window on each floor, with a heavy and lengthy girt or intermediate plate dividing the wall horizontally and dove-tailed into the center and end posts. Down braces are found on either side of the center post on each floor and at each corner post on each floor. The corner posts are chanelled as well as the center post. Each exterior corner of the south elevation has a slender two story corner board decoratively nailed along its inner edges that acted as a stop for the weatherboards.

A strip of weatherboarding with worn white paint runs along the foundation lines. These boards are 7” wide, of c variable length, and carry weathered white paint. The longest at 12 feet is on the southwest corner and is almost free of paint.

Windows

The window opening in the left bay is 79” wide, starts from a point 21” above the sill, and extends upwards for 8’. The right opening begins 20” above the sill, extends for 8’, and is 70 ½” wide. As noted above, the wooden lintels are heavy, long, and deeply imbedded in the jamb posts, appearing to be somewhat overbuilt. Two sash weights 5 ½  x 10 1/4“ were found in the overgrowth and trees a  few yards from the south elevation. 

Cornice

There appears to be an enclosed gutter. A sketch was taken of sections of decorative cornice Under the eaves, horizontally is emphasized by three boards, narrower than the siding boards, two with a beaded edge. At the corners, the boards meet in an attractive miter, giving the impression of quality craftsmanship. The cornice consists of three boards, also narrower than the rest of the siding, that also emphasize the horizontally. 

. 
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S-1

South Elevation View showing post-and-beam construction.
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S-2

South Elevation Showing Two-Story Center Post, channeled as a “T,” lengthy Girt to either side

and Tenons of Second Story Rafters.

Note the Dovetail of the Second Floor girts into the Center Post  
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S-3

South Elevation, from south east corner of first floor showing corner board, down bracing, and framing of  large window bays on each floor.
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 S-4

South Elevation showing large windows on both floors
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 S-5

South Elevation SouthWest Corner Second Floor showing : Corner Board  and enclosed gutter. 
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 S-6

South Elevation Foundation
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 S-7

South Exterior Elevation Concrete Facing over Brick

North Elevation

This elevation shows years of neglect, Most of the paint is missing, much of the second story is overgrown by vines and a number of small trees obscures some of the details. The most salient feature is a rectangle of white paint – evidence that a porch once sheltered the paint surrounding an odd pairing of doors here.

There are two balanced upper-story windows. The lower floor has two oddly spaced windows and the aforementioned pair of doors. In addition, there is a pronounced sagging of the structure along the inside edge of the downstairs western window.
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Foundation

A foundation of parged stone covers an earlier failing brick foundation. It measures about 15 inches from the ground to the floor sill. Since the other foundations are brick, this stone might have been an attempt to shore up some settlement.

Walls

The walls are covered with beaded weatherboards attached directly to the studs with exposed cut nails. The boards have an exposure of approximately 5½  inches, with the bead accounting for the last half inch. Small aluminum patches cover small holes in the siding. 

Four feet over from the northwest corner, there is a line of butted weatherboards that lines up with the top and bottom of the window immediately to the east. See photo below.

The weatherboards butt against corner boards at each end of the elevation. On the right, the corner board is one piece, 3¼  inch square, mortised to an L shape to fit over the corner post. On the left, the corner board had apparently been replaced and is made up of two boards joined in an L shape.

The paint has mostly weathered away on this elevation, except for a rectangle of white paint 13’11” wide and 8’0” up from the sill, which suggests that the paint here was once protected by a porch. Further bolstering this theory is the fact that from one to three courses of siding are missing along the top of the paint rectangle.
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Windows

This elevation has four windows, three seeming to be similar and one a later addition. The two upstairs windows are 9/9 double sash, trimmed on the top and three sides with molding that meets at 5 ¾”-square nailing blocks. The first-floor window on the western side has no glass or sash due to its having racked severely from uneven settling of the house in that area. However, it looks similar to the upstairs windows. It measures 5’1” tall and 3’4” wide.

The first-floor window on the east side bears little resemblance to the other three. Like them it is a 9/9 double-hung wooden sash window, but it is only 2’4” wide and is 5’6” tall. It apparently never had the corner blocks that distinguished the other windows. Its panes are 10” tall and 6” wide.
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Doors

Another curious feature of this elevation is the two doors that are only 3’0’ apart. The western most one looks original to the house, with the two-panel door seen elsewhere in the house. It is mounted toward the outside and opens out, with the hinges on the west side of the door.

The other doorway has no door. The trim is modern and the door was mounted on the inside of the wall and opened to the inside. The hinges were on the east side of the door.
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Original door (western opening on north elevation)

Hardware

The door has no hardware, but once had a rim lock.

A 60-amp electrical meter is mounted near the east side of the house.

Porch

A 13’11’-wide-by-8’-high ghost of white paint surrounds the doors and provides evidence that a porch once sheltered the weatherboards here. Additionally, a couple of courses of weatherboard running the length of the paint ghost are missing, suggesting that they were pulled off when the porch collapsed.

In the back yard of the house are two structures that appear to be from two different porches. One is a 11’11”-wide floor made of circular-sawn boards fastened with wire nails. The other is a flattened corrugated-metal hipped roof 25’0” wide.

The floor may have well gone on the north elevation. If its roof overhung its 11’11” width 1’0” on each side, it would fit the 13’11” paint ghost exactly. The 25’0” hipped roof, however, is far too wide to have been responsible for the paint ghost on the north but might be the roof of the east or west porch between the chimneys. 

[image: image19.jpg]



Detached roof structure. Probably for second period east portico.

Cornice

Most of the cornice on this elevation is obscured by vines, though some is visible on the west side. Based on observations in the attic, the cornice is 20” high where it attaches to the wall and protrudes 20” from the wall. The top is pitched slightly away from the house to shed water.
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Cornice
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Cornice

Roof shape and covering

The roof is a simple gable roof with a pitch of about 4/12 and is covered in agricultural-quality metal roofing.
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Interior Description

First Floor

Room 100

Room 100 is a wide, commodious center hallway running the full length of the house west to east between the front and rear entrance doors. It measures 12’ N-S and 43’-8” E-W. This central hall affords access to Rooms 101 through 104. There is a retrofitted bathroom in the northwest corner adjacent to Room 103. A straight staircase to the second floor begins seventeen and a half feet from the west wall. A closet with a shelving system is present beneath the stairs. (see floor plan, and subsection below discussing the staircase.

Floor

The flooring system apparently remains fully intact.  Approximately six feet of flooring along the north wall east of Doorway D-002 was not visible due to piled, detached railings, baseboard, and wainscoting. The floor is constructed of toe-nailed random-width (3.75 “to 6.5”) tongue-in-groove floorboards running north to south.

Walls

The exterior walls are timber-framed. The interior walls defining the hallway were of early wallboard, probably covering riven lath visible elsewhere in the house. The walls are painted light teal green. Wallboard seams are covered with furring strips painted the same color and attached with wire nails.

Wainscoting

Above baseboard, wainscoting 25” tall survives on all walls of the central hall except along the stairwell and a retrofitted bathroom in the northwest corner.  Machine-made half-round and triangular moldings are found on the wainscoting and above the baseboard.  6” high baseboard ran beneath the paneled wainscoting.  The machine-made moldings confirm a date for the house after 1835. (See drawings of wainscoting for details and measurements.) 

Ceiling

The ceiling is covered with light teal-colored early wallboard, defined by light teal furring strips.

Doors

This room contains Doorways D-001, 002, 003, 004, 005 and 006, as well as a door frame to enter a retrofitted bathroom, and a door to access a closet beneath the stairs.  Doorways D-001 and D-004 provide access to the exterior. D-001 is a double door likely to have been used as the front door. This is also supported by the placement of the staircase. Doorway D-004 (east) is adorned with a transom (8.5”x 32”), a light over the door (both  probably original) and two sidelights (18.5”x 5,” probably added later).  The door itself is wood with nine lights measuring 11”x 7.5” each.  In the door frame for D-004 are ghost marks indicating hinges for the original double doors.  Doorway D-001 (west) has two-panel wood doors (30”x 94”).  Based on measurements of hinge placement on these doors, compared with the ghost marks on D-004, the D-001 double doors present are likely original. Additionally, measurements for double doors discovered in room 203 match the surviving doors in D-001, so the found doors are probably those that originally graced the east doorway before the addition of the sidelights and the present single door. The wooden four panel door for the closet beneath the stairs bears a ghost mark for its original lock.

Windows

There are no windows present in Room 100, apart from the aforementioned door transom, light, and sidelights on D-004 and the transom on D-001, as well as an unimportant small window added in the retrofit bathroom.
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  100-A

Room 100, East Facing

Center Hall
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 100-B

Room 100, West Facing

Center Hall
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 100-C

Retro-fitted bathroom in north west corner of Center Hall.
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 100-D

Room 100, D1

Front Door
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 100-E

Room 100, D4
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 100-F

Ghost mark of original hinges on D4
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  100-G

Ghost mark of Original Hinge on D4
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 100-H

Room 100, Wainscot Profile
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 100-I

Room 100, Wainscot
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 100-J

Room 100, Closet Under Stairs
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 100-K

Room 100, Door for Closet Under Stairs 

Stair Case

The straight main staircase ascends from Room 100 to its second level landing in Room 200. Located on the south wall of the hallway, the 52.5” wide staircase contains twenty stained wooden stairs. The bottom stair tread width is 11.5”, the remaining treads are 10 ¾” wide, and the risers are 5” high and painted with a relatively intense teal green pant .  Along the stained and varnished outside stringer, decorative scroll work in a complex curve has been applied under each step. (See photographs below for ornamental details.)  The original newels, balustrade and rails were removed from the staircase and piled together against the north wall in Room 100.  The round wooden top rail measures 12.5’ and is routed on the bottom to receive ¾” face 1 ½” deep slatted banisters and flat-bottomed spacers. The slatted banisters are 3” apart. The ball-headed turned newel measures 4.5 feet tall (see drawings for detailed measurements of the newel post). The auger holes drilled to accommodate attaching the newel show smaller starter holes in the center of larger holes,  evidence of a type of drill that was not in use before 1790. A closet under the stair is entered from the back of the staircase; its door is described above.
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 Stair- A

Room 100, Staircase, Ornamentation Detail
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 Stair- B

Room 100, Staircase, Riser and Tread
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 Stair-C

Room 100, Staircase, Riser
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 Stair-C

Staircase, Newel, Rail, Balustrade




 Stair- D
Auger Holes in Base of Newel showing Center Holes




 Stair-E
Flat shaped board to fasten second floor balustrade to the wall 

Room 101
Room 101 is in the southeast corner of the first floor, just to the left when entering the east exterior door. It measures 21’-3” E-W and 19’-4” N-S. Due to the rear location, and the staircase in the room, it is assumed that this room was a family parlor or sitting room.

Floors


The floor surface is a tongue and groove wood, edge nailed and more than likely modern, measuring 3’-1/4” wide and running North-to-South. The sub-flooring widths vary between 3” and 6”, running opposite the main flooring in an East-West direction. Timber floor joists support the flooring, 3” wide by 12” deep at 24” on center. There is a section of the flooring that is open due to structural damage that possibly stemmed from a fire in the crawlspace below (see “101 figure.1”). A wood sample of a burnt piece of sub flooring was taken for study.

Base


There is an 8.5” high baseboard that runs around the perimeter of the room. The wainscoting is 29.25” in height and runs along the perimeter of the room similar to the baseboard, although the façade around the closet door below the staircase is a continuance of the wainscoting pattern.

Walls


The walls were formerly plaster and lath, but are currently covered in an early version of wallboard.

Ceiling


Similar to the walls, there is evidence of plaster and lath existing before the current wallboard. There is also a wiring box centered in the ceiling, more than likely intended to service a chandelier.

Doors


Door 1 is a two-paneled interior door (42.25” wide by 78.5” tall), with cast-butt hinge screws dating the door before 1846. There is evidence of multiple door locks on the door, with ghost marks, keyholes, and shims built into the door to provide surface area. The existing lock is a rimlock located 39.75” from the top of the door, while there is evidence of a rimlock’s presence predating the current rimlock. The hinges on the door, one of which is sheared in two, contains the makers mark (see “101 figure.2”) and reads;

T&C Clark’s Tariff No. 200

4 x 4

Door 2 encloses the closet that sits underneath the stairway in the room. The door is notably smaller than D1, yet similar in design. Also a two-panel door, the door was seemingly altered to counter an error in the surrounding structure. While the lock side is 64” tall, the hinge side is 64.5” tall. Again, similar to D1, the hinges to D2 contain the maker’s mark, although there is a small difference:

T Clark (top hinge)

Broad (bottom hinge)

Windows

The south wall of the roof has the only window. Despite the fact that the windows are missing, there is a large amount of remaining evidence to help portray the former appearance. The window, itself, is missing, yet there is evidence of a fixed sash over a single hung window. The sash pulleys were found intact and functional. The weight pockets are evident, with the weights located onsite as well as functioning weight pocket doors. The molding around the perimeter of the window seems to be consistent with that surrounding D1, bounded by corner blocks at the top. A window sash found loose in the house with twelve lights might have come from one of the south elevation windows, most likely a 12-over-12 double sash.

Fireplace


The wall space formerly occupied by the fireplace and chimney has been filled with modern 2x4 framing and wallboard, yet the mantel still remains in the room. The wooden mantel is 90.25” wide on the top surface and 76.5” wide through the remainder, standing 59” tall. There are simplistic Tuscan columns on either side, standing 41” high on an equally simplistic plinth.

Staircase


The stairs, themselves, vary in orientation and dimension throughout (see “101 figure.3”). With a typical 11” run and 8” rise in the bottom portion of the staircase, the level and dimensions become skewed as the stairs turn the corner due to structural inadequacies below. The stairs steadily angle further and further downwards (at the inner end) while the rise dips to 7” and the run to 10”. More than likely used as food storage, the closet below the staircase contains good evidentiary support for the building practices within the structure. A good amount of plaster and riven lath remain on the closet’s interior walls (see “101 figure.4”), as well as shelving and poured plaster migratory stops within the walls to keep rats out. 

Room 102
Room 102 is in the southwest corner of the house, just to the right when entering the west front door. It measures 21’-8” E-W by 19’-3” N-S. This was most likely the parlor due to its size, finish, and proximity.

Floors

The original wooden floor boards have been replaced.  These are laid in a tongue and groove construction.  The new boards measure 2 1/8” wide and are in relatively good condition with the exception of two holes in the floor along the south wall.  

Base

A frame and panel wainscot measures 19” tall and previously ran along the bottom of the wall all the way around the room.  Currently, none are fastened in their original locations, but instead are lying on the floor or leaning close to their original locations.  They are painted a light blue color.  
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Walls

Four-foot wide wallboards cover the walls down to the where the wainscot was originally hung.  The wallboards are painted white, yet most of the nails are still visible.  
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Ceiling

The 10’9” ceiling is covered by a similar white-painted wallboard similar to that which hangs on the walls. There is a 2’ hole in the wall near the Southwest corner and a large stain appears on the ceiling above the doorway.  Wiring for an electrical light fixture has ripped about a foot and a half through the ceiling boards. 
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Doors

No door remains but there is a wide floor to ceiling opening directly across from the window.  Mortise holes can be found in the joist above the door for a header.  There is no evidence of trim or a doorjamb and therefore one can only speculate about the size of the door.  
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Windows

There was a single window on the south wall but the frame and sash have been removed.  The opening for window is 6’-7” tall by 8’ wide.  The lower sill of the window opening is 20” from original floor.

Fireplace

Originally  a fireplace was centered on the west wall of the room.  Over the years the fireplace/chimney was removed and the wall was patched up using new posts.  The mantle of the original fireplace remains in the room, but is not attached to the wall.  A ghost mark indicates the mantle’s exact location.  The dimensions of the fireplace measure 6’-4” wide while the mantle measures 7’-6” wide and 5’-6” tall.
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Hardware

Hardware in the room is sparse.  There are two electrical outlets and one light switch.

Room 103

Located in the northwest corner of the house, room 103 opens off the house’s central hallway to the left of the west front door. It measures 19’-7” E-W and 16’-4” N-S. This room has a lower ceiling than the other rooms of this floor due to the lower floor of the room above, 203. It is likely that this served as a chamber.

Doors

Door 1 opens into the room from the hallway, and door 2 opens from room 104. D103-1 is a solid wood door with two large panels running the length of the door. It is covered with what looks like a dark brown paint or stain. The door knob appears to be a 20th-century knob and catch, but above the doorknob are several holes which indicate that earlier locks had been placed on the door.  Only further research could determine which types of locks existed earlier.

D103-2 is 2’ 5 ¼” wide and 6’ 7 ¼” tall and is a modern hollow core door.  Paint analysis reveals that the present light gray coat is the only layer on the door.

Floors

Pine floor boards run east-west and are face-nailed with cut nails. The irregular floor boards vary in width, with an average dimension of 5 ¼”.  Three different layers of patterned linoleum remain partially intact over the surface of the wood floors.

Walls

Room 103’s original wainscoting remains nailed to the bottom third of each wall.  Including baseboard, dado and chair-rail, the facing measures a height of 2’7”.  A 2” ledge tops the moldings of the chair-rail.  Made of modern material like that in other rooms of the house, the walls above the wainscoting consist of cardboard wallboard seamed with vertical battens.

  Ceiling

The ceiling is covered with the same modern cardboard wallboard with battens nailed over the seams. Joists of the second floor are visible through openings of the modern ceiling. They appear to be part of the original timber framing.

Fireplace

A centered fireplace mantel is attached to the west wall of the room. The fireplace and chimney, like three others of the house, is gone. The space of the masonry is replaced by wooden studs.  Although the studs are old, the wire nails protruding from their faces suggest construction contemporary with the installation of a stove.  A circular hole cut through the wall above also indicates the diameter of a stovepipe. 

Mantel
The mantel is crafted in a simple Greek Revival style, with a recessed panel visible between two elongated capitals. The corresponding columns are missing now from both sides of the mantel. Nail holes on the mantel appear to be in a pattern which may indicate that some type of ornamentation was affixed. 

Paint analysis of the mantel reveals five layers of paint on top of the wood:  a light grayish-blue is topped by strata of glassy forest green, green-gray, white and the topmost coat of blue-gray.

Windows

One original window opening exists on the south wall  of the room. Two window sash with 9” by 12” lights were found on the floor of room 103.  They appear to fit the empty frame in the room’s north side, but their muntins appear to be more recent than the other woodwork in the room. 









Room 104


Room 104 is the northeast room on the first floor. It measures 16’ N-S and 23’-11” E-W. It is the only ground floor room except for the passage that has an external doorway, and oddly it has two spaces a few feet apart that communicated with a side porch (see north elevation description). The presence of an exterior door, and the room’s location, makes it the most likely candidate for the dining room. It is also the only room in the house that communicates with an adjacent room without accessing the passage although this doorway with Room 103 is thought to be a modern addition. This is the only ground floor room to still have a fireplace. Total access to Room 104 was not possible during investigation due to the fact that the room above, Room 204, had collapsed into the room.

Floors


The second generation wooden floor boards run E-W and are of 2-1/2” wide, tongue-and-groove construction.

Walls

A 6” high base runs around the room at the bottom of the wainscot. The 32” high wainscot is composed of a 5” high chair rail, a 21” dado (composed of two boards, one 17” wide and one 4” wide), and the 6” high base. All are painted a light “baby blue” color. The original plaster walls are now covered with a cardboard wallboard. A stove pipe hole above the fireplace on the east wall indicates that a stove heated the room at some point, replacing the fireplace as the principal source of heat.

Ceiling

The plaster on riven lath ceiling had survived remodeling but the ceiling and floor above have collapsed into the room. Oddly, a principal E-W girt at the second floor level on the south wall was not concealed within the wall but external to it both out from the wall and down from the joists. The result was that the lower part of the beam stuck-out from the wall and ceiling at their juncture and was painted to match the ceiling and wall color. The ceiling joists were lapped and pegged into mortises in this beam on the south but on the north they were barely seated on a narrow shelf, resulting in the collapse of this floor/ceiling on the north which pulled away from the mortises on the south, causing the second story to collapse onto the first.

Doors


Door 104-D-1 is one of two original interior doors still hung in its doorway. It is a vertical two panel door with a six inch wide side and center stile and 12” side beveled panels. It is hung on a 4 ½” cast butt hinge and has a recessed rimlock. The architrave trim around the door is 5” wide with a slightly larger corner block with missing bull’s eye.


Door 104-D-4, the eastern door on the north wall, is missing but its cased opening, 3’-4” wide, has a plain interior architrave on the interior side that does not match other interior trim and a modern architrave on the exterior. This door was hinged to swing inward from the east jamb.


Doorway 104-D-3 is the western door on the south side and its cased opening is 3’-2”. The interior and exterior architraves of this door look original and the two vertical panel door looks contemporary with original doors of the house but it has an unusual outward swing. 


Doorway 104-D-2 is a modern opening with modern door that communicates with Room 103. It has a modern 2 ½” architrave.

From a cursory look it would appear that Room 104 had one doorway and that led to an exterior side porch, and probably towards a kitchen building. The presence of the second door might be explained as a partitioned-off space to allow a steep service stair to the second floor, Room 204, which then necessitated a new opening to serve the dining room. Due to the fallen debris in this room, and the absence of a floor above, this theory could not be proven. One bit of evidence that supports the added stair theory is the fact that the western most bay of the floor above in Room 204, had floor boards 2’-7” long broken at the joist that butted adjacent floor boards that ran the entire room (E-W). This might be the later removal of a stair and the patching of the stair opening through the joists. Steep, narrow service stairs for this period are not unheard-of. 

Windows


Room 104, being on the north, had one regular size window as opposed to those rooms on the south with extra large windows. The 6” wide architrave with corner blocks is identical to the D-1 door trim and looks to be an original opening. The sash, however, is not original but a replacement of 9-over-9 light sash, fixed on top and un-hung on the bottom.

Fireplace


The fireplace in this room is associated with the northeast chimney, the only one of four to survive. This fireplace opening and the one above are the only two in the house now. The simple Greek Revival style mantel is the only one in-situ in the house, protected from removal by the collapse of the ceiling/floor above.

Room 200

Room 200 is the very generous econd level central hallway measuring 12’ wide and stretching the full length of the house from east – west, more than 43’. This hallway includes the second story landing for the straight stair from the first floor, and provides access to Rooms 201-204 as well as the exit Doorways D-200 east and D-200 west.

Floor

The floorboards are blind-nailed tongue-and-groove boards of variable width running from N-S.  A hole exists in the flooring surrounding the stair landing that indicates the placement of the newel and stair rail. The second story balustrade was removed from the wall but is still present in the house, and featured a round handrail and rectangular balusters consistent with the staircase features observed on the first floor. A flat board shaped like the silhouette of the newel served to attach the short section of the second floor balustrade as it returned to the south wall (see photograph above in Room 100).

Walls

The second floor walls, as opposed to those on the first floor, still have original plaster on riven lath.  There is no cornice but a picture rail remains intact.  The wainscoting and 6” baseboard has been removed, leaving exposed framing on the lower two feet of the walls. A ghost mark on the wall adjacent to the staircase indicates the placement of the newel-shaped flat board that accommodated the attachment of the upstairs balustrade to  the south wall.

Ceiling

 The ceiling is still covered with original lime and hair plaster on riven lath and shows loss and damage due to water leakage from the roof. 

Doors

This room provides access to rooms through Doorways D-201, 202, 203, 204.  Doorways D-200 east and D-200 west (35.5” x 45”) lead to the exterior.  Both original exterior doors are wood and have six glass lights measuring 13.5” x 11.5”, as well as a rimlock.

Interior Door Architraves

 The interior door architraves are 6.5” wide, with components diminishing from the inside of the frame towards the outside in a non-symmetrical proportional rhythm of 3: 3: 1: 1.5: 1.25: 1: 1.25: 1: 1.  The architraves are joined in the corners to a bull’s eye motif carved in a 6.5” square block. 
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 200- A

Staircase, Newel at Second Floor Landing




 200- B

Room 200, Newel Ghost mark on South wall
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 200-C

Room 200, West Facing
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 200-D

Room 200, West Door
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 200-E

Room 200, Picture Rail
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 200-F

Room 200, East Door Architrave Detail

Room 201


Room 201 is located in the southeast corner of the second floor. It measures 21’-7”  at its widest, or 17’-5” E-W at its narrowest, by 19’-4” N-S. This room contains an enclosed staircase that communicates with the room below, Room 101. This room might have served as an upstairs family parlor. 

Floor


Most of the floor boards have been removed from this room. Those remaining on the south side of the room are typical of the original tongue-and-groove, bottom-gauged pine boards and although not measured, they are about 3 ½”-5 ½”. The floor joists vary in width and depth, but typically are between 2.5” and 3” wide by 11” deep, hewn and pit-sawn. 

Walls


The original plaster wall covering is gone and was replaced by a 2-ply cardboard wallboard similar to that found throughout the house (this wall covering is currently still on the west and north walls). The lower part of the wall shows evidence of wainscoting on the timber-frame studs (24” on center), deduced from the fact that there is a lack of lath ghost marks until 22” from the floor. That is approximately the same height of the wainscoting found in the second floor hallway, with similar evidence on the bare studs in that space. The entire south and east walls are exposed framing showing the studs and braces. The southeast corner is a chaneled corner post and the southwest corner is a “T” shaped chaneled center wall post, both rising a full two stories. The center of the east wall shows replacement weatherboards on the exterior that were applied when the chimney and fireplace were removed. The space was framed with modern dimensional lumber. A large framed opening on the south is lacking its window frame and sash.

Ceiling


The ceiling is now exposed pit-sawn joists with riven lath and plaster ghost marks from the original ceiling.

Doors


Both the entrance door connecting to the stairhall and the door to the stairway are both missing. The stairway still has its architrave trim but the entire frame is missing for Door 201-1.

Window


The one window opening for this room on the south wall is missing along with its entire frame. It was a large opening similar to those on the south and probably had a 12-over-12 light double sash.

Stair

The room is shortened on its west side due to an original enclosed stair that descends from the southwest corner. The door is missing but the door frame trim is similar to that elsewhere on the second floor with corner blocks missing the round bull’s eye feature. The interior walls of the staircase still retain their original plaster covering. A baluster with square newel still occupies the staircase.

Fireplace

Originally a fireplace was centered on the east wall of this room. It would have looked similar to that still in Room 204. A loose mantel in 201 is most likely the original mantel from this room. It is a simple Greek Revival type. 

  exposed timber frame mortise & tenon ceiling joists (see “201 figure.1”) are connected to a central hip rafter, with vertical supports that are nailed into the horizontal members. The rafters are all pit sawn, similar to the floor joists, and there are a number of random boards used as diagonal cross bracing which seem to have been added much later on.

Room 202

This room is located in the southwest corner of the house and is 21’-6” E-W by 19’-2” N-S. There is a single door opening with evidence of door hardware on the framing. One large window opening faces the south. A small entrance to the attic is located in the northeast corner of the ceiling. Evidence of the fireplace is found on the west wall where the cardboard wallboard was stripped away. The fireplace mantel was found on the floor. 

Door

No door or doorframe remains, but the opening in the timber frame wall indicates where it was.  The left stud of the opening is chamfered on the frame’s inside edge at a height of about 2 ½’ from the floor, and the right stud is hewn and has a peg driven through it.  Two mortises are also cut into the left stud.  Since there seems to be no apparent use for any mortises in this location, this beam may have been reused from another part of the house.  

Floors

The random tongue-and-groove floorboards range from 3 ½” to 5 ½” and run from east to west.  No floorboards remain on the southern side of the room.  Fragments of blue and white figured linoleum remain in the room.  Hand-hewn and pit-sawn joists similar to those in Room 201 are visible in the floor.

In front of the west wall where the fireplace stood, the floorboards still run east-west but are more regularly-spaced at a width of 2”.  This could have been the hearth area in front of the fireplace.

Walls

Plaster on lath and wainscoting partially cover the walls and are torn away in various places to expose the lath. Most of the nails visible in the room are cut nails. The space of the original chimney and fireplace on the west wall is filled with dimensional lumber and replacement weatherboards.

A simple green molding on all intact plaster runs the entire circumference of the room at a height of 7’.  Small, beaded wood blocks are nailed to the bottom of the east wall and appear to be scrap lumber reused for unknown purposes.

Ceiling

The ceiling is exposed riven lath and traces of plaster.

Fireplace

The original chimney and fireplace were removed from the west wall, but a mantel was found in the room and is a very simplified Greek Revival style mostly unadorned, with simple turned posts on both sides. A wooden thread spool is nailed to the right side of the mantel, the purpose of which is unknown. 

On the west wall, where the fireplace could have been located, there are holes where the mantel might have been attached.  However, they are punched at a height of 5’ 4” while the mantel stands only 4’ 9” tall.  It is therefore unlikely that these holes were used to affix the mantel.

A few fragments of brick found in front of the mantel may linger from a former fireplace.






Room 203


Room 203 is the northwest corner room of the second floor.  The room measures 18-11” E-W by 16’ N-S.  It is different from all the other second floor rooms in that its floor is two steps down from the common second floor level. 

Floors

The original wooden floors remain in this room.  The boards are assumed to be laid in a tongue and groove manner as there are no visible nails or nail holes.  The boards vary in width.  A curious feature of this room is that the floor is dropped about 20”.  One must step down two stairs in order to reach the floor.  The stairs appear to be original based on paint colors and ghost marks.  The floor in this room is in pretty bad shape with a large hole beneath the window on the north side of the room.  The joints are also pretty weak as the floor sags a great deal toward the center.  
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Base

There is a 20” wainscoting that runs along the whole of the room.  The only break in the wainscot is where it meets the steps.  The wainscot is currently painted, the uppermost panel a dark green, the center is lighter green, and the base is black or dark blue.

Walls

Most of the plaster survives and is whitewashed.  A picture rail runs along each wall 82” above the floor.  Currently, the picture rail is painted the same dark green as the wainscot. 

Ceiling

Only a very little bit of plaster remains in the Northeast corner of the ceiling.  The rest of the ceiling consists of riven lath and exposed ceiling beams.  

Doors

Although there is a hole in the wall where the door would have originally been placed, the jamb, molding and door are all missing.  There is also no evidence of hinges on the opening.  Directly outside of the room there are several doorjambs that are possible matches for this door opening.

Windows

One double-hung window is located on the north wall on axis with the door opening.  The window measures 3’ wide by 5’-5” tall.  There is a 9-over-9 light sash with each pane measuring 10 ½” wide by 9 ½” tall.  The sill of the window begins 4’ above the floor.

Fireplace

A fireplace and external chimney was once centered on the west wall. The chimney was removed at some point and replaced by a stove flue constructed of concrete blocks on the exterior. The space of the fireplace was closed-in with old studs but the fastenings were with wire nails. The mantel is missing from this room.

Room 204


Room 204 is the northeast room on the second floor. It measures approximately 16’ E-W by 24’ N-S. This room’s floor system has now collapsed into the room below. This room was presumably a chamber. It is possible that a steep service stair on the west end of this room communicated with the room below (104), and outdoors via a door on the north wall.

Floor


This room retained its original floor boards of 5 ½” – 7” widths, tongue-and-groove and blind-nailed. See discussion in Room 104, Ceiling, for the unusual floor joist construction. The western most floor joist bay has floor boards broken evenly 2’-7” out from the west wall and over the second joist. These short floor boards were also beveled on the end that fit under the base against the west wall, possibly indicating a retrofit with the base in place. This might be related to a possible service stair that came up from Room 104.

Walls


Original plaster on riven lath still covers the walls. There is no cornice but a 2 ½” wide picture rail runs around the room. Like every other room in the house, there is a wainscot consisting of base (6” high, painted blue-black), dado (10” high, painted a pinkish tan), and chair rail (5” high). The chair rail, like the door and window trim in the room is painted a “grass green.”

Ceiling


The original plaster on riven lath ceiling is still in place.

Doors


The one doorway in the room is missing its door.

Window


There is one window in the room, and because of its location on the north wall, it is a regular size of 9-over-9 lights in a double sash. The window frame architrave looks original with typical moldings. 

Fireplace


This is one of two fireplaces left in the house. It has a plastered space between the opening and where the mantel started. The mantel is missing.

Attic


The attic of the Baldwin House is very large but was only accessed through a small scuttle hole in the ceiling of Room 202. It does not appear that the attic was used for regular storage. There are many formerly used pieces of lumber used in the attic as braces, including former floor boards.

Truss


The principal structural system supporting the roof is a modified King Post truss system. On each gable end wall and in two places centered between the gables are vertical King Posts but instead of the typical up-bracing they have down braces. On the ends (see diagram) the braces are in line with the gable posts and one towards the interior. In the center the 3 ½” x 8” King Posts are braced on all four sides by braces of 2 ½-3” x 7 ½-10”.

Joists


The joists, running N-S, are 3-4” x 11” and are half-lapped over a E-W girt measuring 4 ½” x 11”.

Rafters


Rafters measure 3-3 ¾” x 5-6”.

Posts


There are four rows of posts on each side of the center bay. The posts are half-lapped and pegged to the rafters at the bottom and toe-nailed to the rafters on the top.

Sheathing


Sheathing boards are 10 ½” – 11” wide and are beveled on their ends so that the higher board has an downward sloping end angle that shields the lower board’s upward sloping angle to avoid water penetration.

Ridge Board


A 2” x 9” ridge board spans between the king posts.
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