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then Major General and made a brilliant campaign at

-i"

1st %*?ision receiving the Javima f H * for gallantry

L

of Villersexel, Pﬂ]ﬂgnaﬁg“ vision protected the retreai
after Hericourt and had tnc * fiéﬂﬂljr the enemvy |
e armistice, without los: : .&Jﬁ a sabre or a

to a close the Prinece retlrud to private life and .

of higher mathematics, He asaisted at the differe:

gresses and puh *SIFQ different studies on mathems

ﬁiw property of Podvin, Slovenia, L1k to riﬂa |
mpu up nde viding up ﬁﬁ the last years of hjﬂ le was

husband and Father and beloved by all

The Prince had a sister and four brothers, It was s brotl
who was an officer in the colonial algerlisn army ﬂmi whm i
explorations in Algeria. A fortress in the Algerian de

after him: Fort ?oliﬂqae'n His eldest ha1¢waathe ﬂrmaﬂdﬁ “
the title of Duke de Fﬂlignac and insbited the ueauuifﬂl Hotel
Place de la Concord, (now an hotel for ucurﬂaTsu)ﬂ which wasg i:
of his wife, a Mlle. de Crillon, cne of the last of a very
French hlataryg g descendant cf a companion of King Henri IU of
to whom the latter wrote after the battle of Awquaag qJéQ
brave Crillon, nous avons vaincu a Argues et tu n'y etals arﬁa
“Ha?ﬁ gﬁgﬁuelf my brave Crillon, we conguered at Arvuﬂs and you
with us!
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The soldierz of fortune

4

forces gave many reasons I their desire to help the South.
it a "Holy War%; some cited

dislike of "tyranny of Federal rule”; but 1

sheer love of adventure that sende some men wheé Z ighting is

to be found.

Some, howsver, camé because they had strong feelings

to the Southerm cause., They felt as did a group of
board the ship Stag, who, as they were nearing thae :
councry, drank this toast: "We come not as mercenary adventurers,

| a
1L 2
LB P

to enligt under the banner of the Conflederacy; but, like true Inlg
errant, to join as honorable volunteers the standard of the bres
lance in Christendom, that of the noble, peerless Lae",

This motive was undoubtedly a factor in bringing to the
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Crimean Wa) He conducted himpel

the Fourth Regiment of
madal, His adventurous and re

could not long endure the monotony of provincial garris

early in 1859 he sscured his discharge and began

=7

1ife in Central America.

TR

Though the Prince had position at Court and prestige in the

French army snd was a man of letters, it was quite in character

for him to offer his services to the Confederacy which personified

or him the "righteous cause", His offer was accspted and he a6t

“t on one of his greateat adventures. On July 16, 1861 he was
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him time €O 1ida
Hobexrt Henry, 2 moat cos
Confederacy, There were Texans
Paxans drilled by Polignae with
an settlers under Colonel B
ed his men with sabers., The Loulsls
General Mouton.

iong marches and many were

At last Genseral Taylor drew up nie 'f“t  inspect
The battle line extended for twelve miles along

he passed down the lines and came abreast

galled out cheerily, PLittle Erenchman, I

Lt
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feet, Mouton must be avenged,
on that de

By dark the head of the Union army ' 1Ll retreat down
the valley toward Pleasant Hill.

Af, Manffield, Polignaec rallied his i ind the division

Lt

pushed on up and down the long stretches of that rivar valley.

P
v

They worn and weary men fought, bled, an Led but drove the

enemy forces into wild confusion., There was panic even; the
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wagons, ambulances, everything. The losses on the Confederate

gside were staggering,

Regiment fell, Man after man grabbed the fallen colers from the

hands of the dead and tried to go forward

killed, but they rushed on overwhelming the enemy,

the immovable had been struck by an irresistible force which

could not be stopped,

As the sun set and night came, the enemy crossed the river
and soon were beyond the Conféder:

victory for the Southern forces.

So here where the campaign opened more than two months

before, the campaign ended, but General Smith's army held out

untlil the very end of the war,

After the battle of Manafield General Polignac's army was
disorganized and weary, and many were sick. They were isolated
and food was increasingly difficult toget; the half-starving
division began to show signs of insubordination. The General
collected his men and said to them frankly, "I wish I could tell
you that matters are likely to improve but on the contrary I fear
harder times are in store for us. It is for you to decide whether
the cause for which we are fighting is worth the sacriiice we

are called upon to make"., There were no more complainits.

Words of praise for Podignac's display of valor and spirit
in the campaign are to be found in many reports sent to head-

quarters by officers who fought with him, especially that of

General Taylor who also wrote a letter of congratulations to
"that gallant soldier, whom France has given to her daughter
Louisiana®™, In Apri), 1864, Polignac was promoted to the rank
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General Polignac was relying on hie personal acquaintance

with an intimate friend of Emperor Louls Napoleon, the Duke de

Morny, to help him, The Duke was not enthusiastic about the
. Southern cause but he was not prejudiced against it and, belng
a shrewd business man, he would at least listen to what Pollgnae

had to 88y

General He. W. Allen, a distinguished soldier still suffer-
ing from a wound received in battle, was then Governor of
Louisiana, Though interested in the proposed trip he was naver
"ganguine about the results", wrote Polignac, "and in our wildest
flights into fancy we never looked to armed intervention as
within the range of human possibilities, but it did not seem
impossible to obtain a modification of sham neutrality, which
worked entirely in favor of the North, to which a stream of
mercenaries from all parts of the world were constantly flowing

and to receive something like equal treatment to the Confederate

States, especially as regarded the Navy, French commercial

interests, I well know, made the mercantile world lean toward

the South and in fact, it is difficult to comprehend how England
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Empercor Louls Napoleon.

On March 16, 1865, the party started on the long journey which

o
i
e

carried them by stagecoach, across the entire state ol

Texas to
Mexico; thence by steamer to Havana where they embarked on a
Spanish packet for Cadils.

General Polignac never forgot the many courtesles accorded
his party on that trip through Texas and years later wrote,
"Deputations of citizens came to meet and welcome us and every-
where we were considered guests of the State.™ Then he added
many words of thanks to all the people of that State,

The passage across the Atlantic was both long and stormy.
From Cadiz they travelled by stage to Madrid, then by train to
Pariso.

On the last day of his long journey, Polignac in looking
over a newspaper, read an announcement of the death of his friend,

Duke de Morny., "It seemed like the irony of fate", wrote Polignac,
f¢hat the fulerum == so to speak -= of my efforts should fail me

just as I was reaching my destination., From that moment I knew

that whatever sympathy I might meet with could lead to no practical
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Another author claims, "He serve

Prussian War."

In 1883 Prince Polignac married Hargaret

de Woverley who was born in the Chateau de Souc
France. The wedding took place in Londons
There were three children, one daughter and twec sons. One

of the sons was named Mansfield in memoxy of the batthe of Mansi:
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startling discovery
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history”, wrote Polignae, "and I wondex

fiction, inherent in mankind, could have

astray as to give the slightest

credence to this wild, sensati

the reasons for the mission,

meet his f{riend, Duke of Morny,

for the South with Morny and the Emperor.

that only the State of Loulsiana was respo

and that the political side of the contest was never touched upon.

fle explains that he at the time did not know the contents of the
sent by Governor Allen to the Emperor and, as there was

no other paper and the Correspondent of the Post has read it, he

knows as well as I do that it contained no such bargain as that

suggest by the Post".

]

"Governor Allen", he writes, was an accomplished gentleman

and a distinguished officer and I enjoyed his friendship and

confidence., He honored me with his esteem and has lately offered




5 |...rl= o -\-|.-ll-|
r- f ".. "..i- "'-".'i'

-] = = P "
¥ r“‘u-'-"l-" -i-'_‘-,.-:; = i ! !l ma.rea B W ey i"-"‘;::'h"
--l'llll"!i-.!' I--.l"l-i-' [ - ; Y Ul - .r_."'rrf::\i i I!lll"-l "!:"-

-\..-' y L A
‘\..r' L E '-:',...,{.r. i _:vc..:,r'h

proclamation
into the Unio: the promise of
falled, and was ! ssad by a speec
Davis in which he quotes from memory,
"eturn to the Union with slavery
thus sacrifice honor to interest®., With
closed his "narrative of 3" and adds,; "Indeed, I should nd
nave thought it necessary to contradict such a myth, were ig
not that my silence might have been misinterpreted and allowed

gome cloud of suspicion to hover over the memory of departed
friends",
In 1918 Frince Polignac's daughter Agnes came to Ameriea

with her huspand, the Marquis de Courtivron, a Liasison officer

of the French High Commission, While here they visited the

battlefield of Mansfield. The Marquise became a member of the

New Orleans Chapter of the Daughters of the Confederacy. On

her return to France she was instrumental in organizin
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Many thousands c¢an
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Mansfield de Pollgnac,

LR

de Polignac, widow of the Prince nd unveil
man who so nobly fought on this f{lel
short addresgs said, "1t 1s with
nemorial of true {1 shi ship in arms,
that, though frontiers and oceans m separate us, hearts
France and American beat in union again and again in history,
men of the same mettle unitg to fight for common ideals, for the
triumph of the same aspirations, far dearer to them than ease,
comfort, and even life."

Even with the passing of the years, when the Prince was no
longer the dashing young officer, his love and devotion to the
cause he felt "just and right"™ remained one of the great passions

of his life,

General Camille de Polignac was a man of action, a daring

soldier, and a dipiﬂﬁ&t but most of all a kindly, considerate,

sympathetic gentleman who could give his friendship and his lova

to his fellowmen,







