2% ApriQ06, coni’)
confined to Virginla and to ni
It s the occasion of surpri
ment from sirangers visitn
brary, and it canees a rey
feelings on the part of tho
not accustomed o the sight. (low
one-can Frow accustomed to it ig g
wonder.} - - :

The United States Bureau of Fduy.
cation Report for 1805 gives the num-
ber of books In this library ag 50,600,
making it tho msoond largest ip the
tBtato.— Tha IIniversit
with §0.000. Thig-o
teke Inlo account the
able manuscript ¢
two llbrarles,
N oo | —o— ' d

In the mannsceript department Afr
Kennedy found many  distressing
gaps. To discover and recover thu
many missing links in the chaln of
Virgigla's history he has worked un-
tirlngly, but the gravity of the sftua-
tion Is such that he has secured the
appointment and services of an ox-
pert  to conduct the department of
archives and history.  Alr, H. J. Eck-
enrode, & Ph, D, of Johns Hopkins,
has charge of this work, and he wiil
cudeavor to securs the valnable doc-
umiental ' liternture whoso, dispersal
Into distant States, by priyate collec.
tors, 1s #0 much to be régretted, It
it .dificult to understand the Hride
which moves the impecunious des-
cendants of disiinguished Virginlans
to sell thelr pretious papers to dis
lant collectors, when the State would
buy them and cherizhk them, '

chmeond.
Red com-
& the -
ulsion or
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Imats doas not
large and valu-
ollections of theso

At least 6,000 Virginlans have c¢on-
tributed in various ways to literature.
In order to make a complete list of
all works by Virginlans, all works on
Virginia ‘or on Virginians, as well a§
those written on Virginia soll, the de-
partment of State Hibllography -has
been established this year.’

‘Mr. Clayton Torreuce Iz in charge
of thizs work and he will, as the first
ftep, begin with catalogulng all the
hlstorlc and blographical material to
bo found fn the fles of Virginia's
oarly nuwspapers, 1736-18560.¢ He wiil
then visit al} the leading libraries in
tbis country and abroad, in his search
after titles of all eych works, The
‘vast resgurces of the. finely - cata-
logired 1Nrraries of today make this
tagk poesible, It will take ton years,
at least, but unti]l this is asccom-
plighed, the great demsand for a narra-
tive and critioal higtory  of Virginig_
il rematn unsatisfied. - w0 T

Mr. -Ken nedy's :antor i
|Drisfy of greal pith wsd moment hag
been: the ontablisding of the Burend

e e
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¥ Hhrary Jaadsz,

N aro the
Difshed thia specin] service, - By
Fao 2dEwemstia gorvice, the ieglslaters
LR lod o famillarize themsetves,

M short aotics, with. all the laws ot
‘iﬁiﬂr’h‘.fi"‘ “intes, en given subjects. The
f(.*Jnf:e.:!i.!4-";;:«::: of thils sorvica rendered
(durieg the Agsombly of 19051908 no
doubt grently fnfluenced the legialn:
tors to vote for the Iberul lbrary ap-
hropriation asked for by the Library
Board, In ity hlstory of seventy-elght
Yearrs, this was the firet money that
had Leen glven to the State Iibrary by
the Btate—Its only pource of revenus
for all purposen of malntensnce had
been the solling of State documents.
: "‘ ~" nlreeeduveoay |~ b)

‘No 8tate has or cver had a finer
library board than the gentlomen who
tlirect. the affalrs of the Virginia State
Library—tion. A. C. Gordon of Staun.
ton, “chalrman; C. V. ' Meredith and
B, 8. P. Pattoson of Rlchmond, John
W. Fishburno of Rounoke, and Judge
Theodore 8. Garnett of Norfoll,

only Stales which have

Tho next' artlcle will be upon two
fentures of Mr. Kennedy's administra-
tion, which may be sald to be even
maore - Important - than any already
mentioned—thd  Travellng library
Bystom, and tho editing of the Pro-
icoedingg of the Housp of Burgesses
1ol ¥Virginla.
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