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Tha ﬁagaclouq F*ur;\as'.e and Precticat
" Plan of R‘lcnj:sm!n Franklin—<Books
Far the Pn-ogﬂau‘uuc a Conservator
&f Free Inatit u?.'i'én s,

BY MRS. \V‘,‘.i STROTHER,
Iy.

“Promole, then, us an ohjoct of pri-
mary importance,  [ustitutions for thae
diffusion of knowledge. In propor-
tion as the structure of a government
gives force to publie opinlap, It s es-
sentisl that public opinion ahouhl ho
enlightened. " —Washington’s Farew oll
Address.

ment begin?

Not even the Rcfmm.tllou \sith jts
tremendous aggertion of the rights of
men to - spiritunl  freedom, brought
abgut the change so deslred, Appar
ently it walted for thut child of tho
Refgrmation, whose ominous name {4
Rewdtition, to turn the kuy which
should open Hbrarles to the peoplo.

For surely the splrit.of the Revolu.
tlon, In Its sanest manifestations,mov-
ed Uenfamin Franklin and other men
of his kind, In thelr thinking and act-
Ing on polltical and soclinl subjects,
and ®nque
more than any other, orlglnated the
Impetus (o thls movement. In ' his
phtlosophic brain was concelved the
thonght of a pubiiec Mbrary, for the
diffuslon of knowledge, “to the end
that men might be capable of self-al-
rectlon, and better itted for freedom,”

Franklin was not moro sagacloug 1o
plan than practical and sonsible to
‘exr'cnlu and organlze. In his autobl-
cogrnphy he tolls how in 1732 the Phtl.
‘adelphin Library Company was estab-
Hehed, and how 1t was the “mother of
all tho Subseription Jbrarles” e

Wh(\l did the publi(, Hbmn mmr“

tlonably, . wich Franklin,

[says “thlg. Jibrary .and otlhcre estab-
iHehed afterward In fmitation of ours,
have improved the Amerlcans, and
have muade pur farmers and trades-
peoplo ag (ntelligent as genticman in
other countrleg.nnd poerhaps they have
contributed In somg (ﬁ-m‘e(\ to tho
etand, so generally made, throughout
the colonivs, In defence of thelr righta
and privileges.”

When {t is seen how naturally and
Inovitably the publie Hbrary of Frank-
Jip's  Institution hag grown into the
mnrnqnmdm n form, It {8 eusy 1o per-
celve that i the estabhighment of the
aubscription library, the modern {ree
publie lbrary movement renlly began,
One of tho first rules Franklin made
was “that tho library should bo pub-
1le and gratultously acces=ihle ng n
reforence Ilbrary.” Tho old librarlan
| wonld have been as much ghockoed at
i{ tho ldea of a patron taking home a
book, as the modern curator of a mu.
geum would be, I an Intergated child
shonld nsk to carry homip“a bird of
paradiso,

Then camgp tho brom!m- thourzht of
lending fres to all) Bt before thir
came to-pans, many uasucceraiul ef-
forts woroe rado.. In 1847, Mayor
Quiney, of Boston, gecurcd tho pas-
page of an act to nllow the clty of
Bogton to lny a tax te eatablish a pub
lic froo ‘llbrary. So the public free

similar 105*1 slatlion wan sﬂcur(‘d in afl
most every State.  In 1850 smimilar leg~
{siation was seeured in Englana,

Whatever the forcea preparing for
thig movement were, they wrought el.
fectively, and the people were rcady
for the fdea. Libraries have been es-
tablished by legisiation, and at tne
lsnma time their growth. has been
greately fosterdd by private benefl-
cence. No other public object secms
to attract the gifts and bequests of
the wealthy as does thls. There has
been ready perception of the trutl
that one’'s memory cannet better De
Fperpetunted—than by assoclation with
an lastitution so popular, and at tane
same time, eo elevating and refining
ns the public library. And althougn
nothing is more certain than that
those who love books are very chary
of parting with them, yet In all libra-
ries wo find large humbers of volumes
bave been acquired by gift,

Tho firat State lbrary was estab:
‘lished In New Hambpshirg In 1770,
''The Virginla State }ibraery mas organ-
|17C‘d fn 1823. The most thoroughly or-

{day fs the New York State, estab:
_lished in 1818.

Hbrangewai-horhe.. In. o few_years,

‘ ganizod and useful State library of to-

I




