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The collection includes research notes, 1960-2002, including correspondence,
publications, newsletters, maps, photographs, clippings, maps, arranged in the following
groups: 1. Genealogical Research. 2. Mt. Athos (Campbell County, Va.) 3. Iron-works,
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THOMAS GIBSON HOBBS., JR., (1917-2005) RESEARCH COLLECTION

BOX 1

BOX 2

1-1
1-2
1-3
1-4
1-5
1-6
1-7

2-10
2-11
2-12
2-13
2-14
2-15
2-16

Genealogical Research (1)

Bolling (Miscellaneous Notes) (I)

Bolling (Miscellaneous Notes) (1)

Elise Holcombe Bolling (1898) — Notes, Clippings, etc.
(Pocahontas) Bolling

Robert Bolling family line (including Bible Record) (I)
Robert Bolling family line (including Bible Record) (IT)
“The Family of William & Elizabeth Bolling Robertson”
(Hobbs, 1974)

Bolling-Lynch patents

Charles Bowling of Westmoreland County, Virginia
Stewart Bolling family

Diary of Col. William Bolling (1777-1845) — Part 1
(1836-1837)

Diary of Col. William Bolling (1777-1845) — Part 2
(1838-1839)

Genealogical Research (II)

Bolling (Zelma Wells Price)

Bolling — Lewis (Deeds, Surveys, Estate)(Mt. Athos)
Bolling Family Newsletter (1992-2001)

Buckner family

Caperton family

Charles Clay (d. 1820) family

Diller family

Dollard family

“Life of the Rev. Landon Duncan”

Gibson family

Hobbs family (I)

Hobbs family (II)

“Genealogical Record of Sarah Melville Bolling Hobbs”
Thomas Benton Hobbs Bible

Jamestowne Society application and proofs (T. Gibson Hobbs)
T. Gibson Hobbs, Sr.

(Continued)
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THOMAS GIBSON HOBBS., JR., (1917-2005) RESEARCH COLLECTION

BOX 3

BOX 4

BOX 5

BOX 6

(Cont’d)

Genealogical Research (IIT)

Holcombe family

“The Secret Mission of James Philemon Holcombe”
(Chamberlayne, 1948)

“Personal Wartime Correspondence of Professor James
Philemon Holcombe™ (Chamberlayne, 1976)
Imboden family (I)

Imboden family (IT)

Imboden family (III)

Imboden family (IV)

Imboden family (Bill Hager notes) (I)

Imboden family (Bill Hager notes) (1)

Genealogical Research (IV)

Imboden, Francis Marion (I)

Imboden, Francis Marion (II)

Imboden, Francis Marion (I1I)

Imboden, Francis Marion (IV)

Imboden, Francis Marion (V)

Imboden, Frank M. (Francis Marion) War Diary
Imboden, George W.

Genealogical Research (V)
Imboden, Jacob Peck (I)
Imboden, Jacob Peck (II)
Imboden, James Adam — Family
Imboden, John Daniel ()
Imboden, John Daniel (IT)
Imboden, John Daniel (I1T)
Imboden, John Daniel (IV)
Imboden, John Daniel (V)

Genealogical Research (VI)

Imboden, John D. — Papers (Univ. of Virginia) (I)

Imboden, John D. — Papers (Univ. of Virginia) (II)

Imboden, John D. — Papers (Univ. of Virginia) (I1I)

“The Military Career of John D. Imboden” (Thomas, 1965)
“General John Daniel Imboden 1823-1895” (Shelton, 1962)
“Treatment of Prisoners during the War” (J. D. Imboden, 1876)
“Battle of Piedmont, Virginia, Fought June 5th 1864~

(J. D. Imboden, 1883)

(Continued)
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BOX 6

BOX 7

BOX 8

BOX 9

6-8

6-9

6-10

6-11

7-1
7-2

7-4
7-5
7-6
7-7
7-8
7-9
7-10
7-11
7-12
7-13
7-14
7-15

8-2
8-3

8-4

8-5

9-1

9-3
9-4

9-6
9-7

(Cont’d)

Imboden, John Daniel (Hubard, L’Engle, Venable papers —
Univ. of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)

“Imboden: the Saga of a Confederate Family” (Hobbs, Hager)
(Incomplete)

“Imboden: the Saga of a Confederate Family” (Hobbs, Hager)
(Hager draft)

Imboden Coal & Coke Company

Genealogical Research (VII)

Imboden, Arkansas

Jennings family

Jones, Thomas — Will (1826)

Langhorne family

“The Family of John Lewis, Pioneer” (Frazer, 1960)
Lowe — Ellison family data

Markham (Roanoke, Va. City directories — 1940-1950)
McWane family

Menge family

Richard Perkins family

“Four Brothers in Gray” (Hancock) (Proffitt family)
Royall family

Sitlington family

Worden family

Wunderlich family

Mount Athos (Campbell County, Virginia) (I)
Miscellaneous notes (I)

Miscellaneous notes (1)

Mount Athos Regional Museum & Information Center, Inc.
(1990-1997)

Feagans property (Amherst County & Campbell County)
Fort Riverview (Historic landmark)

Mount Athos (Campbell County, Virginia) (IT)
Appalachian Power
Deeds and wills
Dunlap data (B&W)
Ferebee deed
Grace Episcopal Church
Historical agencies
Landmarks Commission
Lime kiln
(Continued)
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BOX 9

BOX 10

BOX 11

9-9

9-10
9-11
9-12
9-13
9-14

10-1
10-2
10-3
10-4

10-5
10-6
10-7
10-8
10-9
10-10

10-11
10-12

11-1
11-2
11-3

11-4

11-5
11-6
11-7
11-8

11-9

11-10
11-11
11-12
11-13

11-14

(Cont’d)

Maps

Buzzard Island (plat)

Mead, Lynchburg Foundry (Landis, Burruss)
N & W Railroad

State park

Transportation data (1974)

Mount Athos (Campbell County, Virginia) (III)

J. S. Patton data; Irvin Frazier data

Logan property

Six Mile Bridge — Historic designation

“Mount Athos: Pioneer Plantation and Its Pioneer Families”
(Hobbs, 1974)

“Mount Athos: Bolling Family Data” (Hobbs, 1974)
“Mount Athos: Cabell Family Data” (Hobbs, 1974)
Notes from the Harrison papers 1873-1897

“Mount Athos: Lewis Family Data” (Hobbs, 1974)
“Mount Athos Historical Data” (Hobbs, 1974)

“Mount Athos: A History of the Babcock & Wilcox Co.
Lands” (Hobbs, 1975)

“Mount Athos: Robertson Family Data” (Hobbs, 1974)
Robertson cemetery at Mount Athos

Iron-works, Engineers and Engineering

Iron furnaces — Oxford (Campbell County, Va.) (Hobbs notes)

Iron furnaces — Oxford (Campbell County, Va.) (David Ross)

Iron furnaces — Oxford (Campbell County, Va.) (Mahlon Loomis,

Mark Twain)

Iron furnaces — Oxford (Campbell County, Va.) (Capron

collection)

Iron Furnaces — Stonewall (Appomattox County, Va.)

Iron Furnaces — Virginia

“Virginia Iron Furnaces of the Confederacy” (Capron, 1967)

“Francis Broune Deane, Jr.: Iron Initiative for the Commonwealth”

(MacLeod, n.d.)

Lynchburg Foundry — History

Reusens furnace

Iron furnaces — other states

Rolling mill, Nail factory (Lynchburg, Va.)

Piedmont Manganese Company (Oxford furnace, Campbell

County)

“Men and Iron in the Making of Virginia” (Rutland, 1976)
(Continued)
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BOX 11

BOX 12

BOX 13

11-15
11-16
11-17

11-18

11-19
11-20

12-1
12-2
12-3
12-4
12-5
12-6
12-7
12-8
12-9

12-10
12-11
12-12

13-1
13-2
13-3
13-4

13-5
13-6
13-7
13-8
13-9
13-10
13-11
13-12
13-13
13-14
13-15

(Cont’d)

The Great Bridge (McCullough, 1972)(partial copy)
Brooklyn Bridge: Fact and Symbol (Trachtenberg, 1965)

The Roeblings: A Century of Engineers, Bridge-Building and
Industrialists (Schuyler, 1961)(partial copy)

The Builders of the Bridge: The Story of John Roebling and
His Son (Steinman, 1950)

Engineering books available

Surveyors and Statesmen: Land Measuring in Colonial
Virginia (Hughes, 1979)

Waterworks and Public Works

Waterworks — Miscellaneous notes (1)

Waterworks — Miscellaneous notes (II)

Waterworks — Miscellaneous notes (III)

Waterworks — Miscellaneous notes (IV)

Waterworks (Mobile, Alabama) — Albert Stein

History of Glamorgan Pipe and Foundry Company (Capron)
The Manual of American Water-works (Baker, 1897)

Water for the Cities (Blake, 1956)

History of Public Works in the United States 1776-1976
(American Public Works Association, 1976)

The Quest for Pure Water (Baker, 1948)

Report of Commissioners...Dams on James River (1887)
Impressions Respecting New Orleans (Latrobe, 1951) (partial)

Flour-Mills

Mills — Langhorne, Scott

Lynchburg Milling Company

Langhorne family data

The Family of Kemp-Langhorne Ascending Seven Generations

(Houck, 1992)

“The Lynchburg Mills” (Hobbs, 1988)

Mills (Lynchburg, Va.) — Miscellaneous notes

Mills — Oxford Furnace (Campbell County, Va.)

Piedmont Mills (Lynchburg, Va.) — Miscellaneous notes

Mills — Lynchburg and Central Virginia — Miscellaneous notes

List of old mills in Virginia

The American Miller and Millwright’s Assistant (Hughes, 1884)

Little Old Mills (Rawson, n.d.) (partial)

Our Vanishing Landscape (Sloane, 1955) (partial)

The Construction of Mill Dams (1871)

The Young Millwright and Miller’s Guide (Evans, 1850)
(Continued)
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BOX 14

BOX 15

BOX 16

14-1
14-2
14-3
14-4
14-5
14-6
14-7
14-8

15-1
15-2

15-3
15-4
15-5
15-6

16-1
16-2

16-3

16-4

16-5
16-6
16-7
16-8

16-9
16-10

16-11
16-12
16-13
16-14
16-15
16-16
16-17

(Cont’d)

James River and Kanawha Canal (I)

National Register of Historic Places

Miscellaneous notes (I)

Miscellaneous notes (1)

Miscellaneous notes (I11)

Miscellaneous notes (IV)

Proposed closing of the canal at Lynchburg (1930)

Bethel, Virginia

“Freight Boat — Sarah Jane — A Burlesque” — Miscellaneous notes

James River and Kanawha Canal (II)

Miscellaneous Reports — JR&K Canal 1852-1871

Field notes — Surveyors (1871-1878); Check Roll (1851);
Memo book (1860-1862)

Daybook, JR&K Canal 1878

Daybook of Expenses JR&K Canal 1877

Accounts of James M. Harris 1867

Belle Gibson Hobbs Daybook 1884

Railroads

Railroads — Miscellaneous notes

Manuscript Sources for Railroad History at Carol M. Newman

Library, Virginia Tech (McMullen, 1986)

Seventh Annual Report — Virginia & Tennessee Railroad Co.

(1854)

From Mine to Market (Norfolk & Western Railway) (Lambie,

1954)

The Virginian Railway (Reid, 1961)

“The Virginia Railroads 1828-1860” (Turner, 1945) (p. 1-122)

“The Virginia Railroads 1828-1860” (Turner, 1945) (p. 123-279)

“... James River Subdivision of the Chesapeake and Ohio

Railway Company” (Wiley)

Logan vs. Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad

Richmond and Alleghany Railroad Company — Charter, title deeds,

and first mortgage, petition (1882)

Annual Report - Richmond & Alleghany Railroad Co. (1881)

Annual Report - Richmond & Alleghany Railroad Co. (1882)

Annual Report - Richmond & Alleghany Railroad Co. (1883)

Annual Report - Richmond & Alleghany Railroad Co. (1884)

Annual Report - Richmond & Alleghany Railroad Co. (1885)

Annual Report - Richmond & Alleghany Railroad Co. (1886)

Annual Report - Richmond & Alleghany Railroad Co. (1887)
(Continued)
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BOX 16

BOX 17

BOX 18

16-18
16-19

17-1

17-2
17-3
17-4
17-5
17-6
17-7
17-8
17-9
17-10

18-1
18-2
18-3
18-4
18-5
18-6
18-7
18-8
18-9
18-10
18-11
18-12
18-13
18-14
18-15
18-16
18-17
18-18
18-19
18-20
18-21
18-22

(Cont’d)

Annual Report - Richmond & Alleghany Railroad Co. (1888)
Richmond & Alleghany Railroad Co. — Miscellaneous notes

Miscellaneous Research Notes (I)

“Confederate Outpost in Bermuda (Maj. Norman Walker of
Lynchburg)” Commonwealth, Oct 1981

“Civil War Diary and Letters of J. Kelly Bennette”
“Confederate Lynchburg” (Morris, 1977)

“Mobilization of Lynchburg 1860-1861” (Motris, 1980)
Civil War — Miscellaneous notes

Lynchburg (Va.) Bicentennial — Miscellaneous notes
Lynchburg (Va.) History — Miscellaneous notes

Notes from City Council reports

City Market proposal

First Christian Church, Lynchburg, Va.

Miscellaneous Research Notes (1)
Lynchburg (Va.) government

Hospitals and pest house

Maps — Blackwater Creek

Maps — Reusens

McDaniel, John Robin

Monument Terrace

Lynchburg (Va.) Museum

Park proposals — Jefferson Street

Police

Pringle, D. Lynch

Riverfront — Maps, “Lynch’s Ferry Riverfront Study”
Surveying equipment

Taylor, William (Lynchburg postmark)
Tobacco

“Lynchburg’s Transportation History” (Hobbs)
“Virginia Photo Company” (Hobbs)

Watson, Lucille McWane

White Rock Cemetery

Wiley & Wilson — Lynchburg jobs 1904-1978
J. W. Wood — Grocer

J. W. Wood Building — Amazement Square
Buffalo Bill in Lynchburg

(Continued)
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THOMAS GIBSON HOBBS, JR., (1917-2005) RESEARCH COLLECTION
(Cont’d)

BOX 19 Miscellaneous Research Notes (II1)
19-1  The Centennial Exposition (Ingram, 1976)
19-2  [llustrated History of the Centennial Exhibition (McCabe, 1975)
19-3  The Glorious Enterprise: Centennial Exhibition of 1876...
(Maas, 1973)
19-4  Richmond Whig (1871-1872) — Miscellaneous notes
19-5  The Growth of Southern Civilization (Eaton, 1961)
19-6  Richmond: Her Past and Present (Christian, 1912)(partial)
19-7  The Virginia Germans (Wust, 1969)(partial)
19-8 Bridge Street bridge — Bedford, Va.
19-9 Graves property (Bedford County)
19-10 Campbell County, Va. — Miscellaneous notes
19-11 Rock Castle farm (Campbell County)
19-12 Damascus, Virginia
19-13 Saltville, Virginia
19-14 Miscellaneous photos — family and friends
19-15 Miscellaneous photos — canals
19-16 Miscellaneous photos — churches and other buildings
19-17 Miscellaneous photos — James River near Lynchburg
19-18 Miscellaneous photos — Lynchburg scenes
19-19 Miscellaneous photos — Packet boat Marshall
19-20 Miscellaneous notes — Hobbs certificates, plat

BOX 20 Writings (Published and Unpublished)

20-1 “Recollections of Lynchburg by an Older Inhabitant” (Hobbs
memoir)

20-2 “The Bells and Clock of St. Paul’s Church of Lynchburg, Virginia”
(Hobbs, 1988)

20-3 “Early Canal Boats on the James River and Kanawha Canal”
(Hobbs, 1978)

20-4 “Oxford Furnaces in Campbell County” (Hobbs, 1976)

20-5 “The Legend of Gretchen (E. H. Gill family)” (Hobbs, 1981)

20-6 “Man Does Not Live By Bread Alone (Lynchburg Water Works)”
(Hobbs, 1984)

20-7 “The Lynchburg Mills” (Hobbs, 1988)

20-8 “Bits and Pieces of Early Lynchburg and its City Government”
(Hobbs, 1990)

20-9 Historical Sketches from the Iron Worker (Dunn and Hobbs, 1984)

20-10 Correspondence (Historical Sketches...)

20-11 Iron Worker files (Historical Sketches...)

20-12 Library of Congress catalog (Historical Sketches...)

20-13 Copyright registration (Historical Sketches...)

(Continued)
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BOX 20

BOX 21

BOX 22

20-14
20-15
20-16
20-17
20-18
20-19
20-20

21-1
21-2
21-3
214
21-5
21-6
21-7
21-8
21-9
21-10
21-11

21-12
21-13

22-1

22-2

22-3
224

(Cont’d)

Editorial comments (Historical Sketches...)
Preliminary layout (Historical Sketches...)
Picture captions (Historical Sketches...)
Photographs Iron Worker (Historical Sketches...)
Printing quotes (Historical Sketches...)

Brochure (Historical Sketches...)

Miscellaneous notes (Historical Sketches...)

Memberships (Committee and organizations)

APV A — Minutes, clippings, brochures

Blackwater Creek Natural Area — Steering committee

Center for the History and Culture of Central Virginia —
Community Advisory Board — Minutes, clippings, membership
Lynch’s Landing, Inc./Lynch’s Ferry Authority, Inc. —
Correspondence, bylaws

Public Works Museum Committee — Correspondence, proposals,
minutes

Riverfront Study Advisory Committee — Correspondence, minutes
Rotary Club of Lynchburg, Virginia — Miscellaneous notes
U.S.S. Enterprise CV-6 Association (I) — Correspondence,
photographs, reunion brochures (1954-1955), Enterprise Bulletin
(1989-1991)

U.S.S. Enterprise CV-6 Association (II) — Enterprise Bulletin
(1992-1994)

U.S.S. Enterprise CV-6 Association (I1) — Enterprise Bulletin
(1994-1997)

Virginia Engineering Foundation — Correspondence, brochures,
membership lists, reunion pamphlets

Virginia Genealogical Society — Membership information
Virginia Historical Society — Membership certificate,
correspondence

Miscellaneous

“Dispatches from U.S. Ministers to Central America 1824-1906”
(Shooting of Jacob P. Imboden in Honduras)(Microfilm M-219
Roll 63)

“Dispatches from U.S. Consuls in Ampala 1873-1886” (Shooting
of Jacob P. Imboden in Honduras)(Microfilm T-589, Roll 1)
Artifacts from Oxford Furnace site

Metal Nails from JR&K Canal locks 46 and 47 (Babcock &
Wilcox site, Campbell County, Va.)

(Continued)
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THOMAS GIBSON HOBBS, JR., (1917-2005) RESEARCH COLLECTION
(Cont’d)

BOX 23 American State Papers Class X Miscellaneous, Vol. 1 (1834) covering
1789-1809 (Miscellaneous canal notations)

BOX 24 Miscellaneous brochures, maps, photographs

24-1 “Lynchburg College Presents Her Story”; “Living and Learning:
Lynchburg College”; “Lynchburg College Celebrates Its Fiftieth
Anniversary”

24-2  Maps: John Robertson property (Campbell County) along James
River

24-3  Plans: Horse barn/shed

24-4  Plats: Winfree addition, Trent property (Fishing Creek)

24-5 Miscellaneous patents and surveys, John Bolling 1742-1756

24-6 “Subdivision of Mt. Athos (Amherst & Campbell counties)
Logan Brothers — C.L. DeMott engineer 1918

24-7 Miscellaneous photographs (before and after)(printouts from
digital images)
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2311 MEMORIAL AVENUE
LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 24501
(434) 846-0501

THOMAS GIBSON HOBBS, JR.

Thomas Gibson Hobbs Jr. son of Thomas Gibson Hobbs and Melville Bolling,
was born in Lynchburg, Virginia, on Dec. 25, 1917. He was graduated from E.C. Glass
High School, attended Lynchburg College for two years and went on to graduate from the
University of Virginia with a degree in mechanical engineering. Upon graduation, he
went to work for U.S. Steel in Youngstown, Ohio.

When he returned to Lynchburg after World War II, he worked at Lynchburg
Foundry as an engineer. Later he became plant manager of C.B. Fleet Company, was in
charge of manufacturing, and retired as vice-president.

Gibson served in the U.S. Navy in World War II aboard the USS Enterprise. He
remained in the Naval Reserve for 20 years and retired as lieutenant commander. He
loved anything with a motor and enjoyed being a pilot in his youth.

His family has been members of First Christian Church for more than 100 years.
Gibson served the church he loved in many capacities as deacon, elder and as a member
of the board. He was honored for his many achievements at a special recognition
luncheon Nov. 23, 2003.

He was devoted to Lynchburg College, serving on the Board of Trustees for 39
years (25 of those years as secretary to the board), and was an honorary life trustee. He
was awarded the Thomas Gibson Hobbs Memorial Award as well as an honorary degree.
He was a member of the Board of Directors of the Engineering School at the University
of Virginia, was president of the Virginia Engineering Foundation of the University of
Virginia and was financial advisor to his fraternity Sigma Alpha Epsilon.

He was a member of the Lynchburg Rotary Club and chronicled the history of the
club beginning in 1917. He served as their president in 1965 and said one of his fondest
memories was traveling to the Rotary International Convention.

Gibson loved the study of genealogy and assisted many people in gathering
information about people, places and things. After a heart attack more than 30 years ago,
he began clearing land that was once family property at Mt. Athos and along the
riverfront in downtown Lynchburg. In his retirement, he spent untold hours clearing land
and researching the James River and Kanawha Canal and wrote about them for many
publications, including articles for Lynch’s Ferry Magazine and the Iron Worker. He was
a member of the Virginia Canals and Navigations Society and was director emeritus of
the American Canal Society as well as serving on their boards where he was recognized
for his diligent collection of documents regarding historic properties. He also wrote about
and researched old railroads and mills. Many of his documents and papers have been
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donated to Jones Memorial Library where he was a member of their Board of Directors.
He was a former member of the City Planning Commission.

He professed to hate history in high school and yet became one of the city’s
foremost historians. He was a member of Lynchburg Historical Foundation, the Amherst
County Historical Society, the Campbell County Historical Society, the Sarah Winston
Henry Branch of the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, the
Jamestowne Society, and the Lynchburg Civil War Round Table. He served on the
steering committee for the Blackwater Creek Natural Area and was also a longtime
member of the SPHEX Club in Lynchburg.

Thomas Gibson Hobbs, Jr., died at his home in Lynchburg on 25 October 2005
and was buried in Spring Hill Cemetery.

[T. Gibson Hobbs, Jr., Research Collection, MS2110, Jones Memorial Library, Lynchburg, Va.; Obituary,
News & Advance, 28 October 2005. ]
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