Introduction

Typically the site chosen for each year’s field school investigation happens to make itself known as a worthy candidate needing recordation. This year’s building was no exception. The William Baldwin house in Charlotte County, Virginia was shown to me by Dr. Monroe Baldwin, a distant relative of the builder, in the spring of 2006. The building had long sat empty without advocates and deteriorating in that inevitable losing battle with nature. Building parts inside and out had already started to be cannibalized. The north side had begun a structural failure accelerated by a quirky error in framing the northeast corner’s second floor room. Despite the concern of Dr. Baldwin, odds were in favor of a building on the way down and out. This became the deciding factor for choosing this building, especially when it was discovered that the Department of Historic Resources had no record of this unusual Greek Revival house and expressed little interest in recording it. In addition, the house was half stripped of its inner and outer skin, providing the opportunity to see, document, and learn from its timber frame construction. Despite the distance to the remote area Charlotte County, the property was perfect for our field recording exercise.

Before the program began Travis McDonald, Vince Fastabend and Dave Clauss measured the building for floor plans and took comprehensive digital and print photographs. Travis McDonald drew the plans and later the hypothetical restored elevation drawings. Most of the report, however, is the result of the field school team effort. The eleven people listed on the next page investigated and recorded the house, spending only one day at the site. In teams they wrote descriptions, sketched details, took measurements, photographed evidence, took paint and rats’ nest samples, and analyzed original features of the house. Working during the evenings during the second week of the program, they produced the material for this investigation report. It was fun and the best kind of learning. We all hope that the house wins its survival battle.
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