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When the Civil War came Dr. Strother was a well-es

tablisheq
pharmacist, a married man with a young son. Nevertheless whep Vir

ginia seceded he went off to war with tl:le first contingent
in the Lynchburg Rifles. The drug business was left in the hands of a
clerk. But as the war wore on the shortage of drugs in the South became
so critical that Dr. Strother was released from the
to Lynchburg where the military hospitals desperately needed his

, @ Lieutenant

Army to return

skill to improvise medicine from all manner of native herbs ang
substitute materials. Even with this responsibility, he found time to
organize and command a home guard company of older men and boys.

The war and its aftermath was a trying period for the Strother

firm, but once recovery began it was rapid. Before long Dr. Strother
was among the foremost leaders of a city mushrooming with new
manufacturing ventures. He soon developed a number of secret
flavoring mixtures, but beyond this he was a part of the business boom
in many ways. In time he became a bank director and was active in a
wide variety of philanthropic, civic and social affairs. The fact most to

his credit, however, was the abundant affection and respect felt for him
by the community.

tobacco
tobacco

for putting electric arc lights on the street

other’s son, William M. Strother, was com-
pelled by an eye injury to leave medical training. He returned to Lynch-
burg, married, and entered into his father’s firm. Soon afterward father
and son determined to expand into the wholesale drug business. Their
motive was mainly to secure better and fresher drugs for their retail
store, and this was possible only by direct purchase from importers and
rr_lanufacturer;_The results exceeded expectations, and as other drug-
gists of the vicinity soon ’

discovered the advantages of Strother whole-

sale service, this, rather than the reta;
: ) ' ail depart came the
main concern of the business, gt oon be

corners. That year Dr. Str

| dAt thde time of Dr. Stroth_er’s death in 1892, the firm had become a
eading drug supplier for Virginia ang adjacent areas. The company
had also begun many -

facturing a num .
tooth powder, and flavoring Syrups. B etiterns sichies) coloens
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incorporation was required to lf.Ot or firm had grown to the point that

: ; urther expand its facilit; illiam M.
g;r?}tlzegoiggii t},}l\; reorganization and ywag made tﬁéesf‘;rs‘?hprlesident
now prepared to cor?tiprlvate firm which his father had founded was
strides of the 20tk Centr:;ﬁr O\I;Viéllrpermanent basis into the quickened
after the incorporation, T}{e 1am M. Strother died suddenly a year

time the company haq e SaIWOTk of the founders was done. By that
Y and retai] 4 SIX employees including
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of character Wwhich th,
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e left upon the

rug Co i i
S € than that is the impress

organization,




